
The Excavator at Work ^
Saigon of Akkad and liit Km Naiam^ were
o^tures of myth, and diat tiie descripdon of
their campa^ns fai Syria aiid Qfflaan,and of the
empire they estabfidicd in Wetim Ada was
altogether * unhistoricaL' But once more the
«cavator has been at work; the moniimentB
of Sargon and Naram-Sin have been kwnd.
and written tablets have been dktnterred datedm the years when Syria, 'the land of the
Amontes/ was conquered. Wherever anAae-
ology has been able to test the n^ve con-
elusions of criticism, they have dissdved like
a bubble into the air.

The criticism of the OM Teatameirt, which
has ended in negation and prefened Am remits
of Its own subjective theoristi^ to die external
testimony of tradition, had a twofold bans. It
started on the one hand from WoTs assumption
that the use of writing for literary purposes was
unknown before the classical period of Greek
history, and on the other hand fiom Astruc^,
inference that the employment c^d^srent names
for the Deity in the Book ol GeMsb UMiieated
diversity of authorship.

It was in 1795 that ^0^9. Py^i^mmm to
Homer was pubUihed, and the fonndaioos hkl


