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alphabet. The equipiiienit of the scliool
is by no means up-to-date, but it is
quite as g-ood as otie mîiglît expect, for
witl suicli irregalar attendance it is, of
course, imlpossible to qualify for Gov-
erumiient grain ts.

Yet this littie volmntary school at
Brentford î-cpresens blie lîîgh-w~ater-
mark of educationiA provision for canal
boat childreii, so far- as it lias yet gone.
The various sehiool autlîorities semi to
hiave giveni up iu despairt-hie attcuîpt
to educate thiese cldcren, and the E du-
caition Departrncut's report for 1001-2

dismîisses tlie mrattcr ivitl a simple iton
possitm us: " So long as children, of
schiool age are peruxitted to live uiponi
tlîc boats. 11o effective nîeans eau be
(levised for seccuring their regular
attendance at schiool." The on'lv xvay
ini wlîicli boat peop)le caui give their
chilcireu a satisfacto-ry edtication is by
leaving- thein on shore ini charge of
friends %vlen tlîev-g-o on canal jour-
nevs, aud it is encoturaoinor to know
tlîat mnany are suffi ciently alive to the
best interests of their children to make
arrangements of this sort.

\Vhether the best remedv for the
present state of tlîings lies in the ex-
tension and reg-ulation by local educa-
tional authorities o2f the systein of
boarding out chil-dren xvithi foster-par-
ents, allowviug thlenî to return to the
boats iii holiday time, or whether
women and ohljdren should be entirely
prohibited f rom living on canal boats,
and the nien tlîus compelleci to set up
homes on shore, is a question on wlîich
there niav wvell be differences of
opinion. but that some reformi of the
present system is u-rgently needed is a
proposition thiat hardly admnits of ais-
cussion. Already, silice the passing of
comptulsory education laws, one gen-
eration lias grow~n up on our caniais in
alrnost total ignorance, and it wvill be
a lasting disgrace to the iew educa-
tional authorities aîîd to Parlianient if

another generation of E igclishi children
should be deprivcd of their birthirighlt
-the riglit of receivinig au efficient ele-
mieutary eduicatibn. lit is painfut to
hear-as I hîave heard-a young man
decline the gift of a book on the
ground. that hie "i'tno seholard"
andl when one leartis that lie is flo-litino-

agrimi figlit ag-aist habits of nîitern-
pex-ance, onîe feels tlîat the lack of ini-
tellectual resourccs must maizke the
struggle doubly liacl

But tiot until the State takes in liand
thîis niuchi-needed reforni, wve miay hiope
tlîat the little private sclîool at l3rent-
ford will continue its beneficent wvork.
lIn spite of -hie adver-se circuistances
attexîdingy its work, tlîe influence of the
day-school, and perlîaps stili more of
the Sunday-sclîool, lias àlready been.
wvidely feit. Mr. Owen J. Llewellyn,
His iViajestys Iinspector of Canal
Boats, s'tatedl at a meeting tiot long
silice that lie liad frequcntly heard clîil-
dî-eî -iii the i\Ividlanids siingic hivinns
which they told hini tlîey had lcarned
at tlîe Brentford Mission School.

Ou Sunday evenings iii the wvintcr
tue sclioolrooîîî beconies a chapel, andi
a little service is held, wlîich the boat
people cati feel is entircly their own.
The sanie people are neyver seen on
two consecutive Suiidays, and thouglii
ecdi gatliering is necessarilv smaill, the
total nunîber of canal people who
attend tlie servicc wlîenever they cyet
a chance would make up a very good
cong,,regation. When Mr. Banîbe-
cameè to IBrentforl 'seven years ago
there were only two of the men wlio
ever attended a place of worship; and
as these continue theit- association with
their own churches, it cannot be said
tlîat M~'r. Baniber's xvork is carried on
at the expense of any other religious
commnunity, and the friendliness of ail
the local religrious leaders is a testi-
niony -to tic absence of amivtlhilg like
pî-oselytizing. lIn the suimier-tinie ani
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