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TRE OROF SITUATION,
A representative cf THE COMMERCIAL speut

last week makiug a hurried trip througbout

Manitoba, with a view te gaining information

about the crops. Reidents in varie2s sections

cf Manitoba are energetically claimitig that the

cropm lu their particular section are superier
this year to any ether part of the province.
The people cf Portage dlaim that there are ne

sncb crops anywbere lu Maniteba this yaar as
they have. At Càrberry the people are (1 ite

positive that there is ne ether section which

will equal theirs. At Deleraine the people ex
ultingly ahout that their crop3 are not eqiial.
led elsewbere in Manitoba. At Manitou the

residents are satisfied thit th-,Ir crop is jitit a

littie uperier te the uext best section, and se
on al ever the province the visiter will be met
witb assertions cf this nature, until iL beceines

amusing te bim, if not weariseme.
The fact is, there is a great uniforflititnl

the crcps nearly al ever Manitobi this year.
West cf Brandon the yieid will not be as heavy

as lu m)st ether pirts, but the general condi-

tion iS oeeof uuiferrnity. 0f courus sone sec-

tions will certainly proclnce a larger average
yield than others, but there lu far less variation
tban migbt be expected ever sncb a large area
cf countre'. Theom are no districts which will
produce exceedingly large yields, and others
very poor. These extremes are net evideiit

this year. The average condition 18 decidedly
good, and the enly compirison whicb eau be
made is that sema districts are scmewbat btter
than the average. The straw is net neariy 50

heavy as the abnormmal growtb of last year, but

tbere is a fairly go growtb cf straw every-
where, and the yield will be greater, lu propor-

tion to the bnik cf tbe straw, than laut year,
There la a gool stan 1, ao2d ths heids are beivy
and well filled ont. Altogetber tbe cutloek
is encouraging te the meut cf cur farnmers,
and with favorable weather for a short

turne te cemplete stacking aud threshiug, Mani-
toba wiii bave a lange., quantity cf choice wheat
tbau we have had for yearc Though we wil
net have the bnik cf grain that was gàthered

îast yean, the average quality will be very much
better, providing cf course for god weathen fer
a short time.

Manitoba hai bad frost ou two nigbtui dnring
the week. lhe firat frout cf tbe season came
on Monday morning, Augnst 29, On this

night the temperature fell te the feoat point at

a number cf peints west cf Portage la Prairie.
The Red river. valley, the Partage district,
southern and soutb-wesceru portions cf the

province appear net te have been affdcted. Oa

the foliowing uigbt there was froat again, this

time affectiug principally the central portion cf1

Sentheru Mâniteba, betweeu Merdeu and DAl-
cramne. The Portage district was aise visited 1

this night. Taesday was fine and warm and

the temperatune ba.s remnaed higb ince. Thei

Red river valley and smre other districts,1

particularly the large wheat region lu the 1

south-weutern portion cf the province, appear 1

te have escaped the frost* each uight. The oh-(

servatory at Wiunipeg reported the lewest1

temparature at 40 on Monday m,)rninig, and 41 1

on Tuesday muorning, which la well above the

danger mark, and is sufficient evidene that

there bas been nn frost lu the Winnipeg dis-

Aq the trip of Tus COMMERCIAL representa-
tive was male after the froit, iL will be the
more interesting. The Portage la Prâirie dis-
trict was viiited on %fonday, Angnst '29, whicb
wa-s previous3 to the froat in that se3tion, but

after the froat had been feit at points wait cf

Portage. Net ever h iff the ci-op wÀs cut in

the Portage district tip te Moaday, but the

meut cf the grain stanling was far enongh ad-

vanced te be fit toecut, though thire were nmre

fields on the green i le. The crop is beavy

here, and if the 8tanlirg p)rtion hi% not beau

damaged, the yield foi, the district wilI be very

large. AM tender gardea atuff only shows signs

cf f rost lu pit.,hes here and there, it lu hoped the

standing wheat haq larg 31y escaped, as it was

se near ripe thiat it wonld stand a censiderable

degree cf frect witheut injnry. WVest cf Port-

age the crop w.is further advanced, and it 18

estimitel thit net far frein 753per cent, cf the

wbeat was cnt previonst t the froat. The bal-

ance was nearly ail far eneugh matnred te be

fit toeuct aud seie uncut pitches were dead

ripe and would therefere rot be inj ured. From

the railway train the uncuit portion of the crop

appaared te be MestlY caLa, which would net

be inj ared at ail by a light frost. The severi ty

of the froat lu variouuly estlrnated at from ene

te three degrees. Potata vines as r. mie did

net show any traces of frest along the railway

between Portage and Branden, and IL is there-

foae heped that the nucut wheat bas net been

iujured, But allewing that it has been affected,

about ý of the crep may be censidered as safe,

being eitber cnt or quite ripe. The meut cf the

balance wonld be s0 uearly ripe, that even if

injured it weuld still make a fairly geod sample

cf wbeat. At Brandon the experimeuital farin

waa visited. At the farm the thermometer

regiatered 2j degrees of frost on Menday, and

j degrea on Tne3day morning. Instrumnents

on the uplanda registered the smre as lu the

valley. Beaus lu the valley, where the froat la

usuaiiy more severe than on the uplaud, showed

traces ef damage, but potataes, balsame and

other tender planteshsbwed ne injnry. This

being the case, the manager was hopeful that

the wheat had esoaped.

Fremn Brandon the Souris brauch was taken.

Along thla rail way a stili greater proportion cf

the wheat was eut,and southwest fremn Souris vil-

lage, wheat cuttiug was practlcally finisbed.

1Beyond Souris itwsgeuerailyclaimed thatthere

had been ne frot,but if there had,tbere was very

littie crop uncut te be iujured. Garden stuif as

a mile sbowed no trace cf froat along this lime.

Iu eue very low spot petatoes appear-

ed ta be affected. Stawkiug was going on

aleng the hune in smre parte. The important

wheat country served by the Souris branch

may be considered safe.
Taking the Deloraine branch eastward, at

Deloraine It was decla red that there had been

no frost, the drop in the temporature having

stapped at barely the frost mark. The crops

were heavy here, and nearly î cnt, and may be
considered pretty saf e lu this important dis-

trict. Some late patches may be affacted.
Esatward from Deloraine a simaller perceutage

cf the crop was cnt, the portion et previens te

the f roat being plaoed at frein 2à te 50 per

1 1
cent. at different points. Statements as to the
severity of the f roit vary very materially, being
stated mostly at one to three degrees, and at
two or three points in excesu of this. About
Manitou there appeared to be more wheat cut
than at amre pointa west. At Thorahili there
seemed to be a considerable portion of the ciop
uncut. It la expected that more or le8s damage
has been doue &long the Deloraine branch, be-
tween Morden and Deloraine. Potato vines
show the frost in a good many instances, but
frequeuntly they did not appear to be affected.
Most of the whea~t stnding was suiffciently ad.-
v.anced to oe fit to cut, 8o that aliowing that it
bias been inj ured, it will stili be a fair te good
sampie. Where p:)tato vines were not affâ--ted
it la reasonable ta suppose that the wheat has
escaped, and even allowing for the worst, there
will be a large proportion of thoronghly sound
wheat in this section of the country. Along
the Daloraine branch a new fi3ur miii is being
erected at Killarney, and Harrison brou. are
building a 2.3,000 bushel elevatar at Holmfield.
About Morden it was claimed thst about al
the wlieat was cut and safe from danger of
frost. Coming eaitward feom Morden into the
Red river valley conntry, ail the grain orops
were cnt, and stacking was going on activety.
Stacks were beginning ta dot the prairie, and in
several instances fail plowiug of atubble "ad was
going on. This fairly gives the Red river valley
country the palm for early harvestîng this year
at leaut, as here only wasa tubbie plowiug ob.
served. Through the level Mennonite country
it waa ona vast sea of grain stauks, as far as
the eye could reach in thý clear prairie atmos.
phere, broken only by the spots wkich had
been cleared of staoki. te place the grain in
stack, while at a few spots the black soilwau
being turned up by the piow. The industrious
Mennonites hve by their indtistry ahown what
the of t despised Red river lands are capable
of producing, and froin a fi bt and uninviting
prairie, they have made their district the
admiratioa of the visitor. The residents of
different sections may boaut as they will of the
advantagea of their respective ocoalities, but no
more enchanting scene from the agricuicural
point of view can be fouud in Manitoba, thau
the vaut sea, of whest stoks which covered the
level prairie of the M )nuonite distriot of the
Red River valiey.

Nortbward te Winnipeg froin Gretua thee
grain appeared ta be aIl ont, and even if there
had been any froat ln thia region, it would have
corne ta late te injure the grain orop. At one
point lu the Rsd river country somne new wheat,
of fine sample, had already been marketed,
which wau the firat new wheat brought in any.
where in the province, so far as heard f rom.

THE MIXFERIIENT&L FAaISa
While wating for trala con.nection at Bran.

don on Tnesday lait, a representative of TUE
COMMERCIAL paid a brief viait to the Manitoba
experimntal farmn at that place, and wau
courteously shown over the premias by Man-
ager Bedford. The farm la located just acros
the Assiniboine river froin Brandon, and is
reached by a splendid gravel road, which would
do credit ta any rural district of Canada. The
farm itsela looated partly in the valley of the


