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WINNIPEG ELEVATORS.
Tiu report of tiv, quartprly meeting ni

thre Wmnnipeg'Board of Trado, whîich will
bo found in another portion of oui- coi-
iîlun, is a proof thiat at hast thrat body
have realized tlio rImportance of a grain
storago systoui for tire City. T'le action
of the City Couîucii on WVcdîusday ovemu-
ing oflbrimg exemption frein taxation te
parties constructing publie eievators la-
dicates timat interest in the undertaking
ip net wantimig in tlîat locality oither, so
that now it unay safely bo said titat a coin-
bined effort la likehy te ho nmade te securo
tho construction o! ciovators in titis City.
No persen imtcrested in Winnipeg's pro.
gress ean wish amiything but succcss te
tIre effort, and thero is littIe doubt, but it
wiil prove successfui.

At uiglit net be eut of place now te
note some o! the obýjections vhricîr ai-
mnade te the pracficahility e! securing an
elevator systemi ;n tlîis city, and tIre mak-
ing ef the sanie a paying investment.

Tîre principal objection miade by objec-
tors te an elevator systeni liero is, that
it is the interests o! the managers of the
O.P.R. te have the grain of the Lorthi-
west stored on the Lake Supprior shroro
nt Port Arthur, and thîus co place its car-
rying te tire Atlantic ports beyond tIre
r-cd of Americazr railway lincs. Ad-
inittiug that storage at Port Arthurwould
secure titis imnuunity fromn competitiomî,
although titis is douhtful, the C.P.R.
managers have that saute pýower in t',eir
hands, even uvith grain stored at Wiirrd-
peg, and their last tables of frc;ght rates
show hy their discrimination against

*freight te tire soutiî, that; they tlîerougyhly
ufiderstanci hew te make use of the ad
vantage. Storage at Port Arthrur iuuld,
tirerefore, give theui ne ex\tra puwer la
this-direction, whio it %%ould ;ause un-
limited inconvenience te the grain inter-
estsýof the North-wpst.

Anotiier very potent argument against
the C.P.R. being interested lit centering
grain storage at Port Arthur 'vas used by
Mr. J. H. Ashdouvn at the meeting of the
Boý-' of Trade rcfcrrod te, namiely,
that with grain stoecd at Winnipeg
freight cars unloaded. at tl) s City during

-tire time of ope t navigati, ai couhd retura
te Port Arthur ioaded 'trgrain, instcad
o! empty, and tlîus ' make a systeiu o! eco-
nomày foi' the company. Arguments o!
ecenomyare power!ui eues in t1e judg-
nment o! railway managers, Lut they are

usuallally considered secondary to those
of proteotion froin cumpotitioîî, A. % iev
alîcad of a very fow ycars will show tiîat
,vjth the buik of the North.wostern grain
stored at Winuipog tho .PR w'il bo in
much lieu danger freas -ompetition than
if atorcd at Port Arthur. As aircady
stated discriminating rates- to the, souta
afforcis a complote protection against
Ainericani railways, but nt Port Arthur
coînpetition wvith tho lake siîipping would
bo unavoidable, once the Norti; Shore line
of the company is constrtuctcd. Their in-
terest mnust bo te carry grain to the ports
of the Atlantic by n ail rail route, other
Wise tho portion of thejir linos wvhich cost
niost for construction wvili bo practicaily
valueless during the buiner nontlis, as
coîupetition wvith lake frcighits would ho
a inatter impossible. WVit1î grain stored
at Winnipeg, tho C.P.R. managers could
h)y that process of froighit-ratÀe doctoring,
so wvo1l understood by railway mon, die-
tato wliat course the grain wo-aid tako to
the Atlantic. It inust, tiiorefore, ho the
ititerest of the C.P.R. to hma e the buik. of
the grain storage of the Nortiu-west cen-
trod in Winnîipeg, whien their line by the
north shore of Lake Superlo- is complot-
cl, and iications now are titat that
%vurk n~ili bc completed at a mucu carlier
date titan was contcmplateid a year ago.

Thore is really uto reasoxi for Winnipeg-
ers to fear an elevator systemi at Port Ar-
thur, but on th 'e contrary ene thlere wvould
ho of immense advantago to grain men in
this City. AIl that is necessary is that;
the C.P.1B. gi,,e zLoth places equai ad-
vantages wvrth teovns fur tier wvest in the
unatter of througli freiglit rates, and two
prosperous and remunerativo sysfeuis of
grain storago must greov ap, onre in ecd

towr&, uauli of %viLk naiust as a uiatter of
necessity be dependent to a "reat ex\tont
Iupon tho other, and co-perate for mnu
tuai intercats, Tho hiandlin, Ioadinge and
trimxning of grain going by lake is a
brandi of tradewhichi must prove of great
',alue to Port Arthur, and mrust uiecussi
tatt corusiderable grain toragi; facilities
for its working. This wvill in no way in-
terfere îvîtl the grain interests of WIunnL
pcg, exccpt advautageously, and on the
other hand Port .& rthur must proft, by
havirg acity lik- %Vinnipeog acting as a
Iruge collecting agehiey for grain thiat; must
of noessity go L the Atlantic tixroughi
that port

An-objectio!i frequently hcard' againati
cleyators in WinniFP.- is, tliat sucl 1 a kr

teiu lias never proved practicable or pro-
fitable in au iiîlandtown. Âllowirig for'
argumient sake that the assertion in this
argument IR correct, its potcncy.is about
as.grcat as tiîat of the Yurkep farmer's in
favor of liglitning rods. lus liouse liad
beon once struck by lighitning, iiffer which
lie had a rud cected, nd ib zncver urus*
struck agaiii. Thrrforo, lie concluded
thiat liglitîîiîg roýls uvere an effectuai, pro
tection froîn electrie accident. But the
assertion tijat ceovat. rs in inldnd towns
or cities are not ptacticahie and profitable,
finds a complote *efutation in the case of
Minneapolis. Thiere an elevator systent
of îuearly 4,000,000 husiiels capacity h
provcd a vcry profitable investme ' t~ anu
its practicabiiity ig demonstrated in tire
fact, tliat MLinneapolis controls absoiutcly
tho marketing of ail t 'le grain raised north
and Wecst o! the City and within the United
States. Se much se is this tho case, that
a grade for liard wlîeat, such as is raised
in tire North-west is net necessary in the
inspection ateither Chicago or Milwaukece,
whieat of tliat ciass being bouglit and sold
in tiese two great grain centres as 3Mine-
apolis No. 1 liard, No. 2 liard or uvhatever
grade it unay hiave received in thot City.
Tiiere is ne reason %vl)y the grades at
WVinnipeg once cstablialied should net Le
as reliale andeas uveli kuown as thoso pf
Minneapolis, and a few years wvill ne doiuht
inake thein se.

But it must net for a moment ho ad
mitted tiiat; Winnipeg is an inland city iii
tire sense thxat these objectors would i
ply. A coînparatively smali work in- the
way of clearing the Rled River at St. An-
dreuv's rapids, and dredging at its delta.
-vill make tire city the head of deepwvater
naviglation ia the North west nud the kcý
te the chain u! lakes %vhose outlets are tu
the uorth, just as inucli as Port Arthur ià
the key te tIre lakes flowing te the At-
lantie.

Taking tihe wvhele o! the objectivns we
hear of into consideration 'uçe fail te se
why tlrey should'discourag,,e aay one inter
estçd. in a Wiiiaipeg, elevuLtor systeni, ani
tiiere is Ifttie reason to think that tie3
wif sriousiy impede the progress of aîîy
niovexueut in that direction.

Evidently-interest ln this ail important
matter la thoroughly-awakened in WVin-
niipeg, and with its awakeuing -the .forum-
tion of an elevator Companîy would Le % ery
'opportune. Leùt tho present~ iriterest die

iwy aidteoppertunity for nction may
n over again be so good.
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