
a: THE CANADA LUMBERMAN __ JuMF, 8904

IMPORTANT MEETING AT VANCOUVER
The conditions under wvhich the lumber in-

dubtry af British Columbia is at prescrnt con-
ducted are ailything but satisfactory, and ab a
result the large saw miii of the B3ritish Colum-
bia Milis, Timber and Trading Compdny ut
Hastir.,ýs, a suburb af Vancouver, has been
closed down until such time as there is an im-
pravement in conditions governing the market.
The bottom bas, for the timie being, falien out
of the fa)reign lumber market, andi it is not
passible ta find a profitable market in the
North-Webt Territories and Manitoba, iargely
awving ta the fact that the milis near the bor-
der in the United States are using the Cana-
dian North-West as a slaugliter fie;d for theit
surplus stock bu as ta prevent over-praduction
iii their own market.The British Columbia nîills
situated liear the coast are usare serioubiy
handicappeà than are the mountain mils.,%hicli
are more favorably located tu supply the
North-West.

It is understood that the Pacific Coast Lum-
ber Company and other large concerns have
practically decided ta close dawn at an early
date unless sanie protection is afforded the in-
dustry by the Dominion Government, his
being the natural result af existing conditions.
The persans wha have inveGted money in the
business consider that the ioss wili be greater
by aperating the milîs, than by closing down.

At the last montbly meeting ai the Vancou-
ver Board of Tradn there was a very ful1 dis-
cussion of the present conditioa af the lumber
industry, and the rebult was that a resalutian
wvas pabsed ta the effect that an equalization
af the duty between Canada and the United
States is immediately required insofar as the
lumber tarifis are concerned.

Mr. E. H. Hcaps, of E. H. Heaps & Com-
pany, stated that up tu the preàent time the
lumbermen had been able ta fight their awnu
battles, but nov they feel the nced ai the aid
ai every business niin of the cammunity. He
did not wvish ta say that the lumber trade is
bad or even sick ; there are miany seemingiy
bright prospects aliead, but the British Col-
umnbia lumbermen are thrcatened by American
competition in the Northwest and in Manitoba.
Tt bans been asked wh> Canadian milîs cannat

.ýmpete with the American mills. The Cana-
dians are discrinlinated against in many ways.
The City Cauncil had raised the water rates
because the milis employed Chinese ; the in-
surance conîpanies liad raised their rates, and
the Provincial Government assessilent had
seriously affccted, the industry. The anly
manner of relief is ta put a duty on lumber
entering Canada. Mlr. Heaps hand reasan ta
belicve that between 9,000,000 and 10,0ao,0oo

Ict of lumber per month %vas entering the
North-Wcst and Manitoba from the Anîcric.ui
bide. If that trade wvere prcserved ta the milis
af Vancouver it wouid kcep ail the miiis run-
ning inhblt andi day.

The speaker said hie had reason ta believe
that a duty on luniber could be sccuied if the
malter were pusbed. The Briti.h Columbia
Lumber & Shingle Manufiscturers' Association
as doing ail il can ta bring about thut end.The
Americans have a largcr nmarket aîad cheap-
er supplies than Canadians, whoàe oniy large
market is in the North-West aud Manitoba.
There are noiv many immigrant:, cuming int
the North-Webt, and the prospects for a large
trade thib year are good. The trade thîs year
li be ab large ab iabt, but the great point is

ta hold il. The people of Manitoba cannaI sýy
that there is nat sufficient lumber îuincd out
in Canada ta satisiy the dcrnand, iaur cati they
bay that there is not caîotigl competation i t the
country ta keep prices dowvn to a reasonable
figure. A !arger market is required by the
Britibh Columbia lumbermien, and il ia cannaI
be becured the lumber industry wvill be checked.

PROTECTION NEEDED.

Mr. J. G. Scott, manager ai the Pacific
Coast Lumber Company, said that hie wvas
glad ta sec the Board ai Trade taking an in-
tercst in the Iutrnber industry, and the condi-
tions surraunding it. The Gavernment pre-
ceding the piesent anc liad placed lumber and
shingles on the free iist as a reciçrocal action
%%hlen the Americans had taken the sanie action
in connectian mvith Canadian lumber and àhin.
gies. Later the Dingley tariff had zome mbt
force in the UTnited States and imposed a duty
ai tbirty cents on shingles and $2 an lumber,
but Canada had taken no action against Amer-
ican lumber interests, desphie the representa-
lions of Canadian lumbermen that a protective
tariff should be estahished in retaliation.
Amecrican competition has bothered Canadian
lumbermen more this season than ever befare.
There ha-, becai an overproductiozi acrass the
line, and foreign markets are çlack The
Americans therefore use the North-West anad
Manitoba as a dumping grôuaid for their poor.
er material, fiMiile they preserve their own
country as a market for thecir best. Il is truc
that Canadian lumbermen are invading Amer-
acan markets, but they are doing so iii the face
af thé tariff.

FAIR PLA% ~SND
iNMr. C. Ml. Beecher, vacc-prcsîdent af tlie

British Calumbia miiis, rimber & Trading Cani-
pany, said that ail the lumbermeai washed wvas
fair play. He did nax %vab ta max pultics wîîh
the discussion, but it wvas a fact that the iumi-
ber industry in Canada had suffered f rom the
actions ai the Conservative party. WVhen the
American frc trade movemcnt had came inta
effect thc Ottawa Governtient had proniptiy
met it and had reciprocated, ;and that wvas fair
play, but in x89~6 representatians had becai made
to Ottawva Ilhat on Ille Americaai -%ide the Ding-
iey t.iriff wvas ta go mbt effect, and the Gavern-
mnent liad been asked ta advisc Washington
thiat if the said tiriff was placed against Cana-
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dian lumber and shingles this country wvauld be
forccd ta retaliate, but no action wvas takcn.
H-ad their been, the American duty would neyer
have heen put en. The lumbermen in this
country have repcatediy askcd Ottawa ta equal-
ize tariff conditions, placing against the cntry
of Ametican hîmber such duty as the United
States places against the etitry af Canadian
lumiber into that country. This is ail the
lumbermen desire, and that is fair play.

M1r. Beecher said that few people realized thic
value of the lumbering industry ta this prov-
ince, but they %vouId if they stopped td consider
wvhat it nîeant with ils ramifications. If it is
kiiled the people w~iiI be paralyzed at the effect
upan the genernI prospersty of the comnîunity.
Mr. Beecher said that lie -.as tiot drawving
upon bis imagination ini the relation of vhat thc
present condition ofanffairs is, but hie wvas placing
facts beiore the meeting and prophesying just
wvhat wvould happen in spite of ail the lumbermen
could du unless sorte measure of relief wvas
afforded the industry. He said that the ium-
bermen in Canada face campetition in the East
frarn darkies and ticket-oi-leave men, who
wvork at very iow wages, and in Manitoba they
are face ta face with the btrong competition of
the manufacturer.% of Wisconsin and Michigan,
wvhere lumber is manufacturcd mucb cheaper
than it can be on this coast. The worst com-
petitian of ail], hotvever, is right here at home
from the lumber milîs in the State af Washing-
ton. The lumbermen in that-state can aperate
their camps much chtaper than the lumbermen
on this side cati operate theirs, as supplies and
everything else for miii equipment is cheaper
by 25 ta 30 Per cent. than in this province.
The Puget Sound mills have theïr own immense
market oi 8o,ooo,ooo people, and have Alaska,
Hawaii, and now the Phillippines. From 1894
to 1896 the Canadian lumbermen had a chance
to do business in the United States, but as the
American patronized home industry Canadian
competitian was unable ta secure a footing
there. The Puget Sound milis have the advant.
age in the cosI of supplies and in their enor-
mous home market, and they have the best of
the foreign trade in Australia, China and Japan.
It is utterly unreasoriabie that the Americans,
having thestc enarmous advantagcs over Cana-
dians, should be alioweJ to bhip into the only
market tlie British Columbia milîs have, a sanie-
what restricted area in the Northwvest.

Mr. Beecher said the ane matter of surprise
ta himi was that ihe Canadian miils had been
kept running, and hie couid anly think that it
was, because the nailîmen here were a littie smat-
ter than theAmericans. Hesaid thatthe milîmen
had not came ta this meeting as mendicants ;
ail they %vanted wvas fait play. He said he did
not wish ta close the Hastings miii if it could
be heiped, but certainly it wouid raot be run at
a lobs.

SUPPLIES COST MORE.

Mr. J. IV. Hackctt, of the firni af Robertson
& Hackett, sawmili aperatars on Paise Creek,
vouched for the accuracy of ail the remarks of
the previaus speakeis. He said that the ium-
bermen in this country had come ta be iooked
upon as a set oi thieves. E verywhere hie wvent
lic was asked wvhen the price al lumnber vas ta
be reduced. Public opinion had formed the


