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ARE LUMBER PRICES TOO HIGH?
By Jonn Cnanvron, M.P.
{Written for the Canana Lunnremax.}

«Complaints on the part of consumers of lumber nie
mado that prices are maintained at too lugh a figure, and
an expectation seems to be enteririned that prices now
current will recede.  The beliet that prices are too high
is il founded ; whether a’reduction will be forced upon
lumber producers remuins to be seen,

Lumber prices hine advanced from (hirty to forty per
cent, above the low rates current from 95 to 98, Thiss
# smaller proportionate advance than has taken place
during the snme period in the prices of iron, steel, hard-
ware, various structural materials, vte.  This percentuge
of advance is net in excess af the pereentage of advance
in wages paid in the woods, in saw mills,on lumber drives,
and in other departments of lymbering operations. There
has been anincreased cost in the various kinds of supplies
used by lumbermen ; this advance in many cases being
in excess of the percentage of advance in lumber.  The
cost of mill nachinery and mill repairs has also increased
very materially during the past two years.

Another eleatent bearing upon the cost of lumber pro-
duction is the constant tendency lo increased cost of
logging, it consequence of operations being pushed fur-
ther from the main streams and the points more distant
from the mills. The supply of timber in Canada, on the
main rivers, such as the Ottawa, Gatineau, Coulonge and
others, if not entirely exhausted, is of 50 small account as
to be scarcely worth considering. Year by year old limits
are cxhausted, and new operations are comnienced at
more remote points. Many of the Ottawa lumberinen are
obliged to pwt in their supplies to their distant camps in
the winter preceding the one when the logs are to be cu,
and banked upon the driving streams, and it requires
two years, and in some cases three years, from the time
supplics are sent to their camps before the logs reach
their mills. The cost of the logs o these miils, and in

Jfact to all mills in Canadx, is constantly increasing.

Many of the Outawa mills lay down their logs ut & cost
exceeding So per M, exclusive of crown dues and stump-
age.

Another feature of the lumber trade having to do with
the cost of production, is the constant tendency
to increase in the price of stumpage.  The stock of white
pine in Canada is rapidly diminishing. A popular illusion
is the generally catertained belief that we have a bound-
less supply of pine.  The truth is that the end is in yight,
and the utmost care should be observed in husbanding
our timber resources. The opinion is expressed by some
gentleman, quite conversant with the question of timber
supply, that we have not in Quebec and Oniario a
materially larger amovnt of white pine than to-day is
standing in the States of Michigan, Wisconsin and Minne-
sota, where it is estimated the present rate of consump-
tion will exhaust the supply in the ncxt seven to ten
years.

The cost of loggring in Canada is largely m excess of
the cost of the samekind of work in the American lumber-
ing states, with the same length of haul and stream drive.
When in Washington upon the Joint High Commission, in
connection with my investigations upon the lumber ques-
tion I addressed letters to a great number of lumber firns
both in Canada and in the United States white pine
states, as 1o the cost of lumbering, and the result of the
investigations then instituted proved that the excess of
cost in Canada over the cost in Michigan, Wisconsin,
and Minnesota, on the same length of haul from stump to
stream, and drive from stream to mill, was on the aver-
age somewhat in excess of 4o per cent.  This was due to
the rough churacter of the country in Canada, and to the
broken nature of the streams, which required exiensive
improvements by way of construction of slides and
dams,

The prices paid for lumber from 1895 to 1898 furmsh
no proper basis for estimating what would be a reason-
able and proper scale of pnces at the present time  Dar-
ing that period lumbermen were almost wmwvariably fosing
money. Those who secured the return of a new dollar
for an old dollar invested were the fortunate exceptions.
Our lumbering concerns in Canada were kept afloat
through the liberality and broad-minded policy of the
banking institutions winch stood at their backs. The inter-
ests of the bank and the lumberman were mutual, tor the
failure of onc would impair securities and mfhict loss and
trouble upon the other.

At ] conference held by lumber representatives of the

Canadian and :\mcnuln lumbcr interests, which I way in-
strumental in arranging for at Washington during the
sitting of th~ Joim High Comunissior, in Februury, 1898,
the American lumbermen assigued ns a reason for their
deternunation o secure tho continuance of the $2 duty,
the fact that thewr business under free lumber had been a
losing one.  The Canadian representatives asserted that
the same had been the case with themsclves, and a com-
parison of notes between these representatives of the
lumber interests, from the two countries, revealed the
fact that almost 1f not all the firms represented vpon that
confercuce had been heavy and continual fosers during
the period of depression from 1895 to 1598,
1t may be ssked, ** Why should these firms continue to
prosecuie their business under these adverse conditions ;
and, if losses were being made, why not suspend opera-
tions?* In answer to this query, it may be said that
lumbesmen hoped from year to year for an_ advance in
prices that would at least cover the cost of production.
To suspend lumbering operations involves many serious
consequences. A great lumbering firm gathers together
a staff of woodsmen, among them men of capability and
eneryy. to take charge of ranning camps, muking logs
and timber, scaling logs, ruuning drives and other work
of that description, also skilled sawyers and a competent
saw mill stafl of book-kcepers, foremen, yardmen, in-
spectory, engincers, filers, etc.  Farms have been opened
at the camps, which must be kept up or the Iabor and ex-
pense bestowed upon them will be lost. Teams have been
transported to the scenc of operatoins in the woods at
great expense, and 10 suspend operations simply meuns
the complete disarganization of the complicated business,
which it has taken years to build up and place in au
efficient condition. To allow such disorganization by
suspension would involve loss of time and money in again
placing these extensive operations on a working basis,and
s0 the lumbering firm naturally decides to hold together
and keep on, trusting that times will take a turn for the
better, and that the article which they produce wiil com-
wmand in the macket a price adequate at least to the cost
of producing it.

For the last year prices have been anmf':clory to the
lumber trade, because they have afforded a moderate and
reasonable prafit, The impression that profits have ex-
ceeded this limit is unfounded, and in a nswer to the
question, * Are the prices of lumber too high ? " I answer
most emphatically that they are not ; that they now stand
upon a basis which covers the cost of production and
affords a rcasonable profit only, and that the great

- lumber industry of Canada, which has struggled for

years with adverse influences and disastrous conditions
of the marcket, ic entlticd, now that it has its head above
waler, to keep it there, and go on with operations which
under present prices are reasonably successful, and min-
ister most effectively to the general prosperity of the
couutry.

LyNepocH, August 2tst, 1900.

LEGAL DECISIONS.

P1ocoTT V. Roac. — Judgment on appeal by defendants
Roach and  Simpson, {rom the judgment of the County
Conrt ~f Essex in favor of the plaintiffs in an action for
replevin of a carload of lumber.  The plaintiffs were the
vendees and the question was whether the property had
passed to them. The contract was with the defendant
Roach, but the defendant Simpson got out the lumber,
and the defendant Roach gave him a Bill of sale upon it.
The lumber was piled at the place agreed, and was there
~ulled by the plaintiffs’ agent, and was then placed on
cars by the defendant Siinpson, who subsequently had it
consigned to his own banker and drew on plaintiffs for
the price.  Piaintiffs refused the drafi, asserting a debt
duec them by the defeadant Roach, but on the defendant
Simpson ordering the goods to be returned to him the
plaintifls replevined.  The question was whether the pro-
perty passed by delivery to the culler.  The appellants
coniended that nothing took place when the agent of the
plaintiffs came down to cull which deprived defendant
Simpson of the property, and that the reservation of the
nght of disposition over the goods prevented the property
passing. Held, that the property in the lumber passed to
defendant Simpson. He took a receipt for the lumber from
the railway company in his own name, and consigned it
to the order of his own agent. (Rogers v. Devitt, 25 O.
R. 84.) Appeal allowed with costs and action dismissed
with costs.

SPEED OF LOG CH

What is the proper speed nt :
log chain for taking logs from 1 - water, o &8
carrying them into or through e mify 3
u correspondcnt of the Paper M I Thay
given is: 1
For long logs a chain should un at 70 4y,
feet per minute. Some chains : e run ooty
per minute, but that is pretty fa- for long
The shorter the average length “he faste
the logs be handled. Where th. average i,
tween 16 and 60 lcet, a chain had better o
travel more than 8o feet per iinute, Y
however, 4 foot wood is to be handled, the g
may run at 200 feet per minutc with exgy]
results.

FOR HANDLING HEAVY BELTS,

The accompanying sketches sh. w a very
device for putting on hieavy belts when jtis
essary to shut down in order 1o Ju 53, anduy
a rope is usually employed for the purpose, 7y
a piece of 5-16 or 3§-inch round iron and beg;
as shown in the small sketch at the sigy
hook the short end over the edge of the rip
pulley and the long end under the belt asig
cated. Start up the engine slowly, and oy

——
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For HANDLING HEAVY BELTS.

the belt is on itis not necessary to stop, 11
is when' a rope is used, because the short e
of the hook will always straighten out and dixs,
gage itselt. It isa good plan to use a bar oy
light iron for the purpose as will answer, siei
will straighten out and free itself with less yira
on the belt. I have never used this method o g
iron pulleys, but presume it would be necesay
to file a little notch in the nm to allow the bok
to catch in. It works admirably on woodes g
leys. —A. C. Mills, in American Machinist.

PREVENTING BOILER INCRUSTATION
Unitep States Consul Hughes -ends the &t
lowing from Cobourg, under date of May 17, g
A. Reis, of Antwerp, has patent..d the folks-
ing method for preventing incrusta..onin bales-
A mixture of sugar, tannin extra.l, siticate &
potash or soda, and boric acid is dded toth:
boiler water to keep the salts in so .tion; wai
the water attains a density of ab.at 13 toz;
Be, the boiler is “‘blown off.” “he worhg
periods range from a fortnight to 1 .cee moatly ]
according to the quality of the wvateripwe:
Glycerice and alkaline sulphates ave someur&
used in the mixture.



