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ARE LUMBER PRICES TOO H-IGH?

(Wriiten toi tiecAr Luml*ftbN,SA.l
'Complaints on flimc pnarl cf censtîsere o'f tonmber tue

insiste tat pt-he» art îîtaitîcained ai tue iigli a figure, nt
an expectation seenis te bc ciiterilied gihal pîrives slow
utarreit wili recéde. Tite bliet tisaI Irices lire te Iigit
1» iii foundcd ; wieîliîer fi*reduelion ivili be fores! impet
luniber producers rcnsaiis te bue Scott.

Lumber lîrices 1hase.idvanced troits îiîirîy go forty lier
cent. above [lime lots ratee curretit frottt 9).i ta 98. Tis 19
ami îsalier propormionale advance ltait lias taken piase
dîîriîg flic saist! pet-led iii tlie urices cf iran, steel, liard-
wiîrt, various structurati mtîriassis etc. Tmi-s percî.lzge
cf advatire ils fltl iii excems ef tise ,sercetstage of advassce
ln svages paid ilt lte Woods, ini sasv mtillsomt liiber drives,
and iîm cther deparimetitî of iîîmbering eperatons. Titere
lias bt-en ati itcressed t-om ini lie varionts kindi' of supplies
st.-ed by luisîbermem ; titis advance in mîsity cases being
in excesq of flite perceistage of advasmce isi lumber. Tite
cossi cf iii ntacliiery atid iii repairs lias ak.o iiscrcased
very tmaterially during Ilite past tsio y car-t.

ailetler eletitent bearing sporn flitc t-es of Iiniber pro-
duction i Ilite constantl tcndimtcy le issereasee cash of
lcgging, is censcquettce ol op,!raliens besttg publicd fut-
tiser fron tic main streatms aîd flite points tmore distatîl
front tihe miii». Tise suppiy cf tinuber lis Casmada, es flime
main rivenrs, stîcim as flite Ottawa, Gatineaui, Coulosîge amsd
ethers, if net entireiy exitausled, is cf so sifail accouttIlas
te be scarcely warîh considering. Yent- by yeur aid] liisits
are cxhausîed, and new eperatiotîs are contmniced ai
more rcmoîe points. hiany osf thse Oitsta luniberineti are
cbiiged ta put in their supplies te tiseir distant camsps Ils
tise winter pieceding the cime wimen flite legs are ta bc cl,
and banked upon thse driving sîreamît, astd il requit-es
lwoyears, and ut sunme cases îlmrc years, front (lie finite
suîpplies are secnt le tiseir camps bt-fore tise legs t-cd
tiseir asilis. Tute cost ef flite legs 'o lisee mniiis, and in
faci le ail nisilis i Canada. is coitstantiv itcreas.ing.
hfany of tire Ottawa miii» iay dowi t leir legs :il «i cest
excecding $9 fer IN. exclusive cf crown dumes attd stumip-
age.

Anctîser feature eft tise luniber trade iasiiig to de ssitim
Ilme cosî of proJuction, is flime contsat tendency
te incrcar-e ini tie itrice of stusapage. Tite stock cf7whiite
pinte in Canada is rapidly diminishisig. A Isopular illusiott
is fle generaiiy enîerîaincd belief flimat we have a boioîd-
lem supply of pie. Tite t rum is limaI fle end is in Niglit,
and thse utmest care should bie observed ils lhusbanding
our tituber reseurces. Tite op.iion is expresscd b' sorne
gentleman, quite conversant svitlm tie quesionm of linîber
supply, tlint ive have net iii Quebcec atnd Ontarie a
nialeriaiiy larger amevnt of wh'lite pine lutan îo.day i
standing It fle States cf Michtigan, WVisconmsin and Minute-
sala, wiîere il is estitxacd Illte 1îre.sei rate of consunmmp-
lion wsiii exiautis flite suppiy in ste next sevien t0 teei
years.

Tise cost of logging iii Canada is iargeiy fit excess of
flie cost cf tise saniekind cf wvork ii tlise Aierican Insultler-
ing stages, wiim flise saine lengim cf haust ansd streamîs drive.
Witen in Washtington impoa tise Joint Higi Commnissions, i
contiecsion iitt tsy investigatios spcn flite luutir ques-
lion 1 addt-essed letters te a great aîsssber cf inuber it-ais
both in Canada and in fime Unsited States %visite piste
Mtales, as te tlise dot o-f iumberiag, and tlise resul cf flise
investigations iliien iasîiguted provcd fisat flime exct-ss of
ceaàI in Canada over lise cosî le Michigan, Wisconssin,
asnd Miinesota, on the saine length cf Isaîs front ,lump 10
streani, nds drive frein streani ta esili, %vas on flise ;-ver-
age scmnewmaî in ext-ess ofle lier cent. Timis sias due t0
lise rougi cîtaracte- cf slite ceunît-y in Canmada, and to flime
broken natuîre cf fimc slreattts, siiî reqstired extenîsive
issîprovememîts by wvay cf consstructions of slides and
dams.

Tise priccs ;iaid for inuber frc'm Rgs tu z8q8 ftmt-nslt
no proper basib for essinmaîting si-lat wcuuld lit a reasots-
able arte proper scate af îsnces atis le irescisî tinte Dtsr-
ilîg tisaI pet-lad isîmbcrnîîs werc alist iitvariabiy losîiig
nient-y. Tiiose wvis secsred the relttt ofia itew dollar
for at oid dollar itvesled we'rc lte fottunibte exceptionts.
Our lsîmberng concertîs is Catada were kepi atgoat
througlithlie liberaiîy and bro-ad-minded polic- cf flimc
banking institutons whlicîs sîcod at tmimir backs. T'ie intler-
est» cf tise batik and flise ltiimbet-tiî s-cte mitîai, lot- flic
failsire cf one svould Impair secuunîmes andl immflmct loss and
trouble upon llîeoiler.

At a conference fieldl by luttîber representatives of lire

Catiadianî aîzd Americmn lutilber intieresis, uhlicit 1 vvs ilu-
t.truiietia In arrangimîg for ai Wanshingtonm dîîriig flice
Siting of ih joint Iligis Com.nlis-ior, in 1Vcbrtiary, 1898,
tlic Anscricaît lisbenseîs ameigsîd as a renson fur liseir
detcrnitnation to .securc flio contittuasceof (ilime $2 duty,
file tact flinat chiîr bî,±'imsess umder frec imnler bil been a
ie.îiîîg one. Tise Causadian representatives asserled tfilât
flitc sane Imad benti fli case %vithis lsemssselvcs, adi cons-
parisets of notes beîwveen tiie.%e reîsresientativct of Rite
luisber iiiereNi.4, front flime two couritries, revealcd flic
f&ici isut almosi ilf flot aIltice ftrms represenied smpun that
confé~rence imad becit liîevy and contlinuai lobers duristg
flic pCr;(td of dcpressioîî romar 1895 Io s8Sl.
Il msayle sssttked, Ilslv shoîsid ilmese irais conttinutJu
prosecute ilicir bsusiess tînder thcse adverbe conditiolss;
and, if losses wue beilig msade, vdmy flot suspend op[erai-

ldons ? Il Il aîswcr t titis query, it may lbe Naid tisai
Iumbernmcîî ioped front ycar ta year for an adsvancc in

prices tii-st wotidà ut icasi cover flime cosi ot production.
'ru suspensd iumiberinig opcrations invoives massy seriots
consequecîscs. A grent imbering iirm gathers logetiser
a %ttffofwoodsnien. tmong fliem nicn of capabiiity and
cttergy. Io laire chbarge or rtitin'ing camps, making legs
and tituber, %catitig legs, rtissniing drives and altier wvork
of imat description, aise skiiled saw>'ers and a cottpetet
satw miii -,tjtff of book-keeper.-, foremen, yardmen, in-
silect ore, enineer.4, filer», ctL. Fatrmîsliavc been opened
at flice camps, wlticls must bce kept up or tme labor and ex-

pense bestowed sîpon glictem wiii bie lost. Teams have becti
tranîsporter: t0 flice scenie of operateins in Clioe woods ai
great expense, and te suspend operaliens simply mcs.sssi
flic comspite diborgassization of thse complicaîed butsiness,
wlich il has taken vears Io buiid op and place in atn
eicient condition. To aiiew sucit di!,organization liy
suspension woud *tivelve less ci limne and money in again
placitsgtese extensive operatiens en a working basis,and
se flie ltnbering firni iauraily decidcs te hold toglither
attd keep on, trstsing fitia tunies wiil take a tut-n for the
better, and thal fice article whîicit they produce wii coin-
tttatd in tise tmarket a price adeqmate utl Icabt ta the cost
cf producitîg il.

For fle last ycar prices hmave been batisfictory lo tire
istmber trade, because they have afforded a moderate and
reasottable profit. Thse impres-ainn that profits have ex-
ceeded titis limit is unfotinded, and in a n-.wer te tise
question, IlAre rite prit-es of lumber teo iîigm ?" I' answer
mest emphlaticailly fithatlhey are net ; thal tey now stand
iliotn a basis %lsiclî covers tise cost ef production and
affords a reasonabie profit oniy, and tuai tise great
lumber induslry cf Canada, which lias struggled for
years wiîlii adverse influences and disastrous conditions
oft lie mar-ket, it entitld, new that il lias ils head alieve
waler, te keep il ilieze, and go on with opertîtions witich
usmder pressent prices are reasomsably successfui, and min-
ister nmest eiTectmvely Ie the gencral prospeimy cf the
coutry.

Ly.,oet>ocit, Atigtst 2 ts1, i900.

LEGAL DECISIONS.
Pir..GoTT,%v. RoAct's. -Jtsdgnîent on appeai by defendants

Racit and Simpsonm, front the judgment cf flic Coutiîy
Cout -f Essex in favor cf the plainiffs ie att action for
repleviii of a carload ofiemssber. The plaintiffs ivere flie
ventdces and fic qusestiton wvas whether tise property find
passed to liten. Tise contract wvas with the defendant
Rach, but Ilte defemîdant Simnp!on gel cut tise luniber,
and flise defendant Roaci gave hiin a blli cf sale upon il.
Tite intuber vva% piled atl the place agreed, and wvas lucre
etiiied by (lite platintiffs' agent, and was then placcd on
cars by the defletdaîtt Simtpson, who subsequenly had i
consigied te ii own banker and drew on piaintifis for
tIse price. 111iaintiffs refubed the draft, asserîing a debt
due thent by flie dcfendant Roacis, but en the defendant
Simipson ordering flice goods to b<. returssed te hini the
plitntiffz. rcpievined. Tite question tvas whiselier flie pro.
pertY Pased by dlivery to the culier. The nppelants
conîcmtded liîat nollsitg teckt place wvhen tise agent of flic
pilaintifls came dowis te cui whieh deprived defcndani
Simpson ofttice property, and ltai thse resers'ation of tic
rsght of dss3pesison ever the goods prevented the propert)
passieg. field, tisa flice prtsperty in the lumber passed tc
defemidant Simpson. He îook a reccipt for tise lumnber irat
the raiiway cempany in hi» own naine, and consigned ii
te tic erder eflibis own agent. (Rogers v. Devili, 25 O.
I. 84. ) Appeai ailowcd with cesîs and action dismissc
,wilis costs.

SPEED OF LOG CHi
Wlhtit is the proper sepeed nit

log cimain for Irsking Iogs rroin t

carrying them into or ttîrougli

a correspondent of the Pîîper NI
griven is:
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For long logs a dîrtit ehould un litt7o 4
feet per minute. Some chains .e ruin j
per tminute, but that is preity fat for long -
The shorter the averatge length 'lie rashr ,
the logs be handled. Wheretlm mîverage i1
twveen 16 and 6o fcet, a chatbai lsa beiîtuw
travel more than So feet per sinirte.

however, 4 foot wood is to Le liî,nslled, th
may rîîn at 2oo feet per miinu,. withittt
resuits.

FOR HANDLING HEAVY BELTS.
Titeuîccompanlyingsketcies l, w a verycý

device for putting oi lleavy helts Mi-ien it is r&
essary to shut doîvii in order te JoJ 5., andlit
a rope is usuatlly employe-d for tise purpose. lik
a plece of 5-16 or ýj-inclî rousnd iron andb
as shown in the smali sketch ;it the îide,Ù
book the short end over the edge cf the fs i
pulley and the long end under tise beut as
cated. Start tmp the engmne !leîss!y, and %k

% s

\--------
iswe arp s usd ase th-sor'

of the book will altvays straighten out and d*ss
gage itseif. It is a good plan te use a bar ohf
light iran for the purpose as wviil answver, it*ie
svill straighten out aîîd f ree itself with iess ustr
on the beit. 1 have neyer used this mîîhed ta
iron pulleys, but presuffie it would lie nectsm
to file a little notch in the rim te ailoiv the Wc
ta catch in. It worcs admirably oniwoodentd-
Ieys. -A. C. Milis, in American àiachinist.

PREVENTING BOUER INCRUSTAION.
UNITED States Consul Hughes %ends îbeU,

lowing fromn Cobourg, under date of Mlay 17, iîz
* A. Reis, of Antwerp, bas patentJ the Ech-ý

*ing miethod for Preventing incrusta., in in bo;kmr
A mixture of sugar, tannin extra, i, silitat î1ý
potasb or soda, and boric acid is idded le t1

boiter water to keep the salts ini so -tion;iî
*the water attains a density of abý -Dt ori04

Be, the boiler is "1blown off." 'lie wxonIk
periods range from a fortnight to s *ree ma",..
according to the quality of the ,s'aterirmh5ý

iGlycerire and aikaline suiphates ire soilletim
used in the mixture.
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