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wansions, and that he has gone before to pre-
pare a place for his people!”
— o
LOVE AND FORGIVENESS. .

¢ What are vou thuking of so deeply, Fan
ny?” said Anna to her sister, as they were re-
tiring to veat. .

« Tu tell you the truth, my dear, T was think-
ing of you. [ was rather surprised to see jou
in such high spirits, after having been in dis-
grace.” .

« 0! but you know Fanny, 1 have been forgiven
and therefore, that isall over. Surely, 1 need
not be low spirited, on that account now.”

« Not absolutely Jow-spirited, perhaps, dear;
but do you copsider it all over ns though it had
never been?”

¢« Yes, certainly, Fanny; Mrs. D. will nottell
me of it again.”

¢ No, my love, I kaow she will not; 1 have no
doubt thet she has forgiven you with all her
heart, or she would not have sssured you of her
pardon. But I was fearing as this has occurred
several times lately, that- you would gradually
lose her good opinion, and consequently her
love, unless you are more circumspect in your
conduct. 1 shouldbe sorry for you to change
her regard for vou into pity.”

¢ But how can this be, when she has forgiven
we, Fanny? She wont thunk any thing more
about it, will she? Ishant.”

¢t ‘I'hat is the very thing I fear, my dear, that

you wont think any more about it, and therefore,
will rush into the same faults again, forgothl
that every act whith necds pardon, is an act
which lessens your character. Ilight actions
need not forgiveness. Good persons will fargive
even the faults by whicl they ~ve injured, but
they cannot esteem those who commit them.
And how much better is it to be esteemed aad
valued, than to bo contemned and pitied. You
will understand thie J.flctence better if you will
just loak into your own mind, aud think of two of
aur companions, Harriet and Susan.  You have
forgiven Susan’s behaviour, but which do you
love best s

¢ O! dear Fanny Harriet tobe sure. Con-
sider how different they are, not only in their
behavious towards me, butinevery thing. I do
forgive Susan’s conduct certainly, but who can
love a girl that in always making herself so dis-
agreeabls, and 18 80 inattentive to her dulies?
She is almost coustantly turned back in her
lessons, and is always ill tempered about any
thing that is at all &ifficult. I am afraid some-
times [ almost despise her, Then Harriet s
always kind, always ready to oblige, and so at-
tantive to her studies, that I quite respect as
well ag love her.”

“ You see then my dear, that it is by our

general conduct, that the opinions and feclings of

others towards us will be reguluted. And let
me ask you which you wounld best like to have
cherished towards you? Those feelings which
yeu entertain for Harriet, or those you feel for
Suaap??
< There can be no doubt on that sulject,Fanny.
But at all events it cannot be very important what
in thought of me now? lam Lut a schaal-garl
you kupw, and whea I am grown up and go aut
{nto the world all this wark will be forgotien.”
¢ There you are quite mistaken Auna. You
will always find that persons whd are grown up

gecllect distinetly the characters of theso with
I once heard s}

wim they went to school.
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gemlemln ask & Iady the character of anather.
he said, I have never seen her since she Infl
school; T remembier what she was then.? ¢ De-
pend on it she is the sams naw,’ replied he, and
proceeded to tnke her opinion accordungly: |
thought this rather steange, but mamma sawd that
it was ton often the case. The faults we indulge
in childhood genurally go with us through
life. She therefore .thought the gentluman’s
seatiment & just one. Ds nat then funcy that
the impressions you now give of your character
wil) be effaced, or that they will never offect you
in future, Besides, dear, the habits you now
farm will continue and grow stronger and strong-
er, and do you think they will net be seen when
youmix with grown persons as well as now you
are with children! Don't you think mammalcan
see the differencer in the persons with whom
she assuciates, as well as you,in your compa-
nions 2"

« Q! Fanny I shan’t behave when I grow up
as I do now,”

¢ Look back, my dear,for the last twelvamonths
and tell me whether your faults at the end of it
huve not been the same as at the begiunning; and
then lnok within and te}l me whether you do not
find it quite as difficult to conquer them now,
as you did a vear ago. You acted then from the
whim of the moment,instead ofacting according to
the dictates of the Bible, and whut your con
scienge knaw taberight. You got intodisgrace
Shame and sorrow followed. Your kind friends
forgave you; but has this mode of conduct pro-
cured you inward, happiness, or the esteem of
your friends?”

“ No! Fanny, I bave oftea been very, very
sorgowful,end I am sure 1 have not gained the
approbation of those who thoroughly knew me,
though they have, as you say, forgiven me,
nor have I gaiued any power overmy whims and
caprices.”

* As it bas been iu the last year, Anuoa, so it
will be in succeeding ones, unless you act on an
entirely new plan.  [{ you act frum caprice now,
vou will not bs able te lay it aside and adopt the
restraints of principle just when you wish it; and
I sha)l be sorry, indeed, tosee my dear sister an
object of contempt to some, and pity to others,
when she might be a source of comfort and de-
highttolall. Think of dear papa and mamma,and
what they will feel ifwe disappont their hopes.?

st But what can I do, Fanny? Iact so
foolishly before I am aware, not thiuking, how
sorry I shall be afterwards, and, till you now put
it into my mind, it never occurred to me that it
would fix my character.”*

% My dear, we have as yrt talked only ofthe
least important part of the business, for however
desirable present peace of mind, and the love of
others may be there is something of infinitel
more consequence than cither of there—I think
you aiso forget in these unhappy momenis that
there is One who keeps an account of our words
and. actions, and who will bring forward that ac-
cougt st the last great day. Yet this same
gracious Being, like the fricndsarouud us, en-
trents aund commands us {o change our ways,
and be happy here and hereafter. What did
He, when on earth, tell his followers to do, to
avoid falling into temptation?”

“”! dont’t reccollect to what you allude, Fan-
ny.
T To walch. We should watch against the

impatience, peevishnees, pride, ar whatever sin
it may be that wantsto rise and reign

“But, Fanny, | eannot always be watching.
Dear! [ scarcely ever think of any thing of the
kind, unless it is when we are emplrved about
something’strictly religious.”

i Tlus still more shews the necessity of it, s
it shows the power of sin in your heart, in ma-
king you so ulterly negligent in distinguishing
betweon your friends wnd foes. One would
think, love, (o hear you talk, that you considered
sin us your friend, and necessary to your happi.
ness, ns you so seldom think of what is good.”

* No, indeed, Fanny, I don’t think so—that
in, when § think at all about it, and I heartily
wish I were as good as dear mamma. She al-
ways does right, and every body loves her, and
[ have no duubt G | laves her toa, while I do
just as it happens to suit me, unless I am with
any particular persons whose good opinion k
wish to gain.  And I begin to think, from what -
vou have said, that many of those, from whom {
wish to concealmy faulls, cau see them though
they don’t tell me so, for [ know they sometimes
see the faults of my companions.”

“ You may depend on it, my dear, you are
right  And you will never gain the love of the
valuable part of society, but by the sume qualiies
that God requiresof us  But you were saying
you could not watch  There is aunther direction
our Saviour gave, by which you may obtain
strenath to watch.”
¢ What is that, Faony2?

« Pray—Pray for grace and strength, to
watch—pray to be taught how to pray. This i
the way to obtain a strength greater than your
own; and you will find, that goad as well as bad
habits acquire strength by use. ‘The more you
sirive agawnst your faults, the imore casy you wifi
find it to overcome them. And, Anns, you
shoula remember to pray when you read the
Holy Scriptures. Thoy contain rules for our
conduct.] But such is the depravity of thrhuoman
heart, that we tno often find the reading of them
8 weariness, and the strictness ef their | ~scepls
hurdensome; and such indeed is our ingan.ance,
that we aro incapable of undevlanding the
spisitual paris of God’s word. But David, you
know, used the means ] am recommending to
you. He prayed fur pawer beyond lus own
* Open Thou mine cyes, that Ijmay behold won.
drous things out of thy law.” Ifso eminenta
saint as David felt hisneed of a Ingher influence,
is it not the height of presumption for such poor
ignorant creatures as we are to read the Holy
Scriptures without seeking assistance?”

« Certainly, Fanany; but I have never beer
used to think, and it seems so difficult and gloomy
a thing, that I fear I never shall.”

“ Do you hnow what you are saying, my dear’
Do you recollect that you have an immortal soul,
avd that 1f you do nut think and see God in time
you will be miserable for endless sges. It isby
consideration that Satan gelsso many victims,
and therofore, we find the prophet so pathetically
callirg on the house of Jarael to ¢ connider 1her
ways’ As to gloom—Lnok at our religinus
friends, and say, whether they are gloomy.
No! Aana, Gnd has mercilully connected aur
happiness with our duly. Harriet thinks aright,
and s0 acts properly, and which is most happy,
she or Susan? The one enjoying peace of ming,
and the Jove of those around her; the other, the

first risinga’ef cvil dispositions,whetherindotence,

copstant subj:ct of vexations and disgrace.



