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unnecessary, as the diphtheria-bacillus outstrips in 
its growth the contaminating organisms likely to 
lead to confusion. The appearance of the diph­
theria-colonies at the expiration of twenty-four 
hours is the same as when they are grown in serum, 
but I have found the growth even more rapid, so 
that a colony is already visible in twelve hours. 
Confusion with micrococci is, of course, to be 
guarded against. The reliability of this method 
seems to be the same as that of the methods of 
Haffter and E. Roux. I have found one bacillus 
which attains visible dimensions within the same 
period, but as this also grew on blood-serum in the 
manner characteristic of the diphtheria-bacillus, 
the great value of the method here described is not 
invalidated by that fact.

Although this minor modification of a now well- 
tried procedure might enable it to be employed by 
those destitute of laboratory outfits, I do not think 
it likely that this means of diagnosis will be utilized 
by physicians not habituated to laboratory methods.

It may be of interest to state here that the con­
stant temperature of about 350 C., needful to insure 
the rapid and characteristic growth of the diphtheria- 
bacillus, can readily be obtained by placing in a 
cupboard or box with the culture, a large jar or 
pail of warm water, which is renewed from time to 
time, thus making an impromptu thermostat.


