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'HE CONDITION AND PROSPECTS OF PRESBYTERIANISM
IN THE PROVINCE OF QUEBEC.

BY REV. J. R. MACLEOD, KINGSBURY.

bCtC is good reason for believing that Presbyterians came to

Quebec early in the history of the Province. A large number of

[the officers and soldiers who, under General Wolfe, turned the tide of

[battle on the plains of Abraham, and won the country for Britain's

Iking, were Scotchmen. In one of the regiments, which rendered

] valiant service in Canada in early days, were men bearing such Scotch
names as MacPherson, MacLean, Fraser, Campbell and such. It may
be safely assumed that some of these were Presbyterians. Their
descendants may still be found on the north shore of the St. Lawrence,
below Quebec, still bearing the names of their warrior forefathers, but
having, for the most part, forgotten — or not learned—the language and
religion of their ancestors. Soon after the capture of Quebec a Pres-
byterian congregation was organized in the city. For a considerable
time this congregation worshipped in the Jesuits' College. In 1807
the place was abandoned to make room for the King's troops. The
Rev. Geo. Henry was the first minister of the congregation, and the

first Presbyterian minister settled in the country. It is believed that,

a' chaplain, he was present at the capture of Quebec. For thirty

years he laboured there. He was succeeded by the Rev. A.
Sparks, D.D., who ministered to the congregation from 1795 to i8ig.

Soon after his settlement a site was granted by the Crown to the
congregation, on which to erect a church. To Montreal, however,
belongs the honour of erecting the first Presbyterian church in the

Province, which church was opened in 1792. The first Presbyterian
minister who settled there was the Rev. John Bethune, who arrived,

and held the first Presbyterian service in 1786. There he organized a
congregation, and was after a short pastorate succeeded by the Rev.

iohn Young. In 1793 the first Presbytery was formed iik the Province
nown as the Presbytery of Montreal. It extended at least from the

city of Quebec to Glengarry inclusive. In 1810 St. Andrew's Church,
Quebec, was opened—Dr. Sparks, pastor. By 1818 the number of
Presbyterian ministers in the Province had increased to seven, among


