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labouring almost in vain in the regions in

question, swarms of little flics, strange as it

may sound, are, and for many years have been,

most materially altering the climate of the

great continent of North America \

The nkanner in which they unconsciously

perform this impoi*tant duty is as follows :

—

They sting, bite, and torment the wild

animals to such a degree, that, especially in

summer, the poor creatures^ like those in Abys-

sinia, described by Bruce, become almost in a

state of distraction, and to get rid of their

assailants^ wherever the forest happened to be

on fire« they rushed to the smoke, instinctively

knowing quite well that the flies would be

unable to follow them there.

The wily Indian observing these movements,

shrewdly perceived that by setting fire to the

forest the flies would drive to him his game,

instead of his being obliged to trail in search

of it ; and the experiment having proved emi-

nently successful, the Indians for many years

have been, and still are, in the habiit of burning

tracts of wood so immense, that from very

high and scientific authority I have been in-

formed, that the amount of land thus burned


