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The general HISTORY of

ferve during the prefent war againft France and

her aUies. And fhe alfo infifted on difarming the

auxiliary troops, upon returning into their own

country.

The Duke of Cumberland, who had, on his

part, fulfilled all the conditions of the convention,

and caufed part of the troops, deftined on their

return for the country of Lawenbourg, to begin

their march, could not confider this new demand

otherwife than as a manifeft breach of the con-

vention ; the Marihal Duke de Richelieu having

engaged not only to let the auxiliary troops de-

part freely, but the convention alfo fetting forth

in exprefs terms, that they fhould not be re-

garded as prifoners of war, under which quality

alone the condition of laying down their arms

could take place. Upon this, his Royal High-

nefs fent orders to the faid troops to halt.

To reconcile this difference, expedients were

propofed, which left no Ihadow of pretext to the

oppofite party. But all in vain. The troops,

pent up in a narrow diftridt, were expofed to the

rigour of the feafon, and cut off from all ne-

ceflaries and conveniences of every kind.

The French at prefent pretend to treat the con-

vention as a mere military fcheme ; and indeed it

was at firft nothing more : but on account of the

above declaration of the court of France, which

exprefsly fufpended its validity, and in confe-

quencc of the negociation for difarming the aux-

iliaries, to which the French general would give

no anfwer categorically, without waiting for in-

flru^fcions


