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anil as a young man gave some active ami meritorious sen'ice in the Spanisii navy.

In 1789 he was forced by il!-healtli to abandon the sea. He then accepted a commis-

sion from Charles IV. to examine all the depositories of documents in the kingdom,

and arrange the material to be found in illustration of the history of the Spanish

navy.' This work he continueil, with interruptions, till 1S25, when he began at

Madrid the publication of his Cokccion dc los viagcs y descubrimicnlos que hicieron

' por mar los Espanolcs desde fines del siglo XV.,"^ which reached an extent of five

volumes, and was completed in 1837. It put in convenient printeil form more than

five hundred documents of great value, between the dates of 1393 and 1540. A

sixth and seventh volume were left unfinished at his deatii, which occurred in 1844,

at the age of seventy-eight.* His son afterward gathered some of his minor writings,

including biographies of early navigators,* and printed (1848) them as a Cokccion dc

opi'isculos ; anil in 1851 another of his works, Bibliokca marUima Espatiola, was

printed at Madrid in two volumes."

The first two volumes of his collection (of which volumes there was a second

edition in 1858) bore the distinctive title, Rclacioncs, cartas y otros docnmcntos, conccr-

iiicnks d los citatro viagcs que hizo el Almirante D. Cristobal Colon para el dcscit-

brimiento de las Indias occidcntaks, and Docnmcntos diplomdticos. Tiiree years later

(1828) a French version of these two volumes appeared at Paris, which Na\arrete

himself revised, and which is further enriched with notes by Humboldt, Jomartl,

^\'alckenaer, and others." This I'"rench edition is entitled : delation dcs qnatrcs voyages

entrepris par Ch. Colomb pour la dccouvertc dit Nonvcan Monde de 1492 a 1504,

tradiiite par Chaliimcau de Vcrncnil et de la Roqucttc. It is in three volumes, and is

worth about twenty francs. .An Italian version, iVarrazione dci quattro viaggi, etc.,

was made by F. Giuntini, and ajjpeared in two volumes at Prato in 1S40-1841."

Navarrete's literary labors did not prevent much conspicuous service on his part,

both at sea and on land ; and in 1823, not long before he published his great CoUeo

tion, he became the head of the Spanish hydrographic bureau.' .Vfter his death the

Spanish Academy printed (1846) his historical treatise on the Art of Navigation

and kindred subjects (Disertacion sobre la historia de la ndntica^), which was an

enlargement of an earlier essay published in 1802.

.T m.in,— by his benevolence, his simplicity of

manners, .ind unsullied mor.il worth."
1 Ills projected work on the Spanish navy

was never printed, though a fragment of it

appeared in the Memorias of the Academy of

History (Tickiior Cutiiioi^m; p. 247).

- Leclerc s.iys it is " difticile a trouvcr," and
prices it at 80 francs. The Knglish price is

from £2 to £2,. A letter by Navarrctc, descrip-

tive of his Coleccion, is to be found in Zach's
CorrcsponJmce, xi. 446. Cf. also Duflot de
Mofra-, Meiidoza et A'n-arrete, Paris, 1845,
quoted by Ilarrissc, Christoplu Colomb, \. 67.

' There is a memoir of him, with a catalogue

of his works, in the Coleccion de docunientos hu'd-

itos, vol. vi.; and of those published and unpub-
lished in his Biblioteca maritima Espaiiohi, ii.

458-470. These si.xth and seventh volumes have

never been ])iiblishcd. The si.\th was to cover

the voyages of Grijalvaand I.opcsdc Villalobos.

Harrisse (C/iristo/<lr Colomh, i. 68) learned that

the Cartas dc Iihi..i (Madrid, 1S77) cont.'.ins

some ]iarts of what was to appear in vol. vii.

* Columbus, Vcspucius, fIjeda, Magellan, etc.

^ It is an alphabetical (by (.'hristian names,
— a not uncommr— Sjjanish fashion) record of

writers on mari. i.e subjects, with sketches of

their lives and works.

^ Cf. an article in the A'orth American Ri-.'ie-iv,

x.xiv. 265, by Caleb Gushing.

' These form vols. i. and ii. of Mannocchi's

Collection (Leclerc, no. 133).

* Uancroft, Central America, i. 199.

8 licknor Catalogue, p. 247.


