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** we were informed that it is very narrow, (hallow, and only to

*' be navigated througli with boats, or very fmall veffels *."

The exiftence of this ftrait, which Cook has adopted in his

chart, from Ifmailof 's oblervations, might likcwife have been

coUeded from Krcnitzin's chart, and the feveral journals in my
Account of the Ruflian Difcoveries, wherein Unimak or Oone-

mak is fhewn to be an ifland feparated from Alaxa, fince proved

to be the continent of America, by a narrow ftrait. ^ ' -
.

'

It muft not be thought furprifing, that a colle£lion pf

voyages, performed by ignorant traders merely for the fake of

obtaining furs, and not with a view of difcovery, (hould be de-

feftive in determining the pofition and number of fo many iflands.

We ought rather to wonder that the defrriptions, in general, are

tolei-ably accurate, and afford that degree of information which

they are found to contain. Nor muft it be forgotten that Beering's

and Krenitzin's expedition, which alone were undertaken by Im-

perial authority, refle£l confiderable honour on the Ruffian

name.

The particulars, which remain to be afcertained with refpe6l: to

the ncw-difcovered iflands, are, to remove the uncertainty arifing

from the confufion of names, to determine the true number,

and to fix the longitude and latitude. And when it is confidered

that the fea, unexplored by Cook, includes a fpace of at leaft

ten degrees of latitude, and twenty of longitude, much, in

this inflance, remains to be effected by the labours of future ad-

venturers.

Thefe are the principal objects of examination on the coafts of

\fia and America, and in refpedt to the new-difcovered iflands.

In order to forward thefe great ends, the Emprefs of Ruffia,
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