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R} 1.111(1 nvmsuImiii stninuMis advncato ol'cJiu'ution, and for

instnirtin;^ tlic iicojilc in nrdir to aiiLiliIy ;iii<l .|naliry them

I'or lil»(Miil ifi^titiitions.

Tlic o])jicts (»r his niissiitn to I']n,udan(l wi'iv triplo : tirst,

to ohtc'iiu an alteration or suspension of the Constitution
;

seeondly, to uiake the Govcrniuent inde}icndent of the

people, by appropriatint^ towards its support the revenues

of tlie estates held l)y the St. Sulpicians at Montreal, and

those of the late Order of Jesuits; and thirdly, to induce

the Government to lay hold of the patronage hitherto ex-

ercised by the Ilonian Catholic Uishop of (Quebec, to the

C7nrs or V^. irch livings in his Diocese.

The first of these jiropositions, a.s it would nvjuire the

interference of I'arlianient, and might raise a storm, the

Colonial jSlinister. Ijord Liverjiool, at once wisely rejected.

The two otheis not recpiiiing Parliamrnt.iry action, were

entertained, and after considerable del.-iy and some hesi-

tion, the nation being deeply engaged in war, were deter-

mined upon by the Cabinet Ministers, but prevented by

the Lord Ch.'ineellor (Kldon,) who, to his honor be it told,

entertaining scrui)les on the subject, the whole scheme fell

to the ground, and Mr. Kyland's mission consecpicntly

proved a failure. As to his purpose of making the Gov-

ernment independent of the people, Mr. Ryland certainly

erred, it being contrary to the spirit of the British Con-

stitution that it should be so.

Here a question will naturally occur to the reader ac-

quainted with the population of French origin in Lower

Canada, to which expression may be allowed. Had the

Governnunt in virtue of the Constitution and Laws of

England, as it would seem it legally might have done,

wrested from the Roman Catholic Bishop the patronage

of his Church livings, or induced him by the more per-

suasive means ofcorruption, as proposed, in bribing him,viz
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