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Next morning came the tempter; and, by in-

creasing in (miount the already liberal sum proffered

for her services, he gained from her a promise to

make a second attempt the ensuing evening. She

went, and this time succeeded in reaching the seat

provided for her ; but her head swam, her step fal-

tered ; and well it might, for the licentious gaze of

hundreds rested admiringly upon her superb figure.

Her transcendently beautiful countenance was suf-

fused with the blush of maidenly modesty; and

that, having been an unseen and unheard-of feature

in such a place, was all the more refreshing for its

scarcity.

For some time she retained ell her original purity;

and then the angels in heaven might have wept,

when they saw the tempter secure of his victim.

She had launched her skiff upon the sea of immo-

rality, freighted with that priceless treasure, virtue

;

and, in exchange for which, it had returned to her

laden with gold, wherewith she could supply her

dearly loved mother's every want. Thus she lived

for months ; not quite so daring as Lillie, yet drink-

ing sufficiently deep at the Lethean fount to hush

all the whisperings of conscience. She finally ter-

minated her profitable career of vice by marrying

a wealthy, popular man in one of the mountain


