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some were slain, some taken prisoners, and some escaped

under cover of the night to the river or the mountains.

"The garrison," writes CUnton, significantly, "had to fight

their way out as many as could, as we determined not to

surrender.
'

'

His brother James was saved from a deadly thrust of a

bayonet by a garrison orderly-book in his pocket, but he

received a flesh wound in the thigh. He slid down a preci-

pice, one hundred feet high, into the ravine, between the

forts and escaped to the woods. The governor leaped down

the rocks to the river side, where a boat was putting off with

a number of ^he fugitives. They turned back to receive

him, but he generously refused to endanger their safety, as

the boat was already loaded to the gunwale. It was only on

receiving assurance of its being capable of bearing his addi-

tional weight that he consented to enter. The boat crossed

the Hudson in safety, and before midnight the governor was

with Putnam, at Continental Village, concerting further

measures.

Putnam had been completely outmaneuvered by Sir

Henry Clinton. He hfid continued until late in the morn -

ing, in the belief that Peekskill and Fort Independence were

to be the objects of attack. His pickets and scouts could not

ascertain the number of the enemy remaining on the east

side of the river; a large fire near Stony Point made him

think the troops which had crossed were merely burning

storehouses; while ships, galleys, and flat-bottomed boats

seemed preparing to land forces at Fort Independence and

Peekskill. In the course of the morning he sallied forth with

Brigadier-general Parsons, to reconnoiter the ground near

the enemy. After their return they were alarmed, he says,

by "a very heavy and hot firing, both of small arms and


