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Tlial. is to Hiiy, iis liciclly '<.•'< I«>.HHiI)lr, tliiit t liosc wlio .'ire for tli<; miiiiitfiiiiin't! of tlio

union hIiomIiI 1)1! ill i'.iviii' nf tilt' I'l'ovincL's, ami thai Lll(>^:u vvlio art^ for tlit; ni|itiii't; of tliul

union 5I1011I1I lie a^MJimt the I'roviiicoM.

It iw uhi^Idhm any loii;,'('r to tlcciiivti oursclvcM on this |)oiiit, ami to attempt to I'onccal the

tnnj Hitiiation. 'I'iu; aiitniiomy of the I'rovince.t is the Hole \>n»i» of tiio maintenance of

the pniHunt niiioii ; aM<l the ceiitrali/atioii of [>o\\er at Ottawa will have for inevitable couHe-

qiicneo the riiptiiie of that union.

For whose ami what lienetit will tliis rupture take i>la(e? Will it lift in the interest of

Inilependenc*! or Annexation ? This is a ]irolilein which 1 am not calloil to solve ; it is a

secret of whiuh the future alone can reveal the myHteries.

It is allowahle, however, to state, that whatever may happc^n, Imlepenclence or Annex-
ation, our (lestiiry is serionwly threatened, and our future gravely conipromiHcd, if Provincial

autunomy is not Hafegiuinl(>(l.

The loss of this autonomy iiieanH, in the first place, the rupture of the colonial bond and
the fatal and nccesHary entry of the Provinces into an unknown j>f)lilical situation, in which,
beinj{ isolated, they would bt; unable to protect themselves aj^ainst the unforeseen events by
whicli they woulil be tiireateiied.

This is the chief meaning of the struggle which is now about to open : maintenance of

the autonomy of the Provinces aiicl conH(M|iiently of the colonial bond ; or rupture of the
colonial bond, and conse(|Uently the uiiknuwii witliall its dangers.

The present (JoverniiHiiit has constituted ilstdf the champion of I'rovincial rights and
has striven to Uiaintain Provincial autonomy. Its maintenance in power meansi the main-
tenance of that autonomy and thereupon coiise(|Uently depends tin; natural and legitimate

development and tlu; prndeiil and s.i;,' preparation essential to (it our country to take its

place among the nations of the world when the hour of its emancipation strikes.

To defeat the present (Jovernnient involves the rash and fatal pulling of ourselves

into the hands of those who arr unconstuously liut surely working to bring about legislative

union, which means the annihilation of the Provinces, or Imperial Federation, which means
the annihilation of Canada.

We arc over f^ve millions of people in this country, which, ilivided into Provinces, inde-

pendent one of the other, has great des'inic^s in store for it, if its public men know how to

develop its immense resources with intelligence, prudence and patriotism. It is the duty of

all men of heart, whatever may be the race or i-eligious belief to which they belong, to join

hand and heart in securing tliat future. Let us therefore cease the (piarrels that divide and
weaken us, and unite our strength mider the same flag, to assuie the public prosperity and
the rea!i7:ation of the sublime destinies in store for us !

Alivs ! let us say it among ourselves, instead of unirm we have division, and, while our
adversaries are united iu their cfFurts to crush us, we arc divided in our ellorts to defend our-

selves.

FRENCH LANGUAGE—SEPARATE SCHOOLI^.

What do we witness, in fact ? Is not the abolition of the French language in question,

ia not the abolition of separate schools threatened, and yet the French language and sepa-

rate schools are ijuarantccd by the organic law of Confederation?

OUR ENE.\IIES.

Who is it wants to abolish the French language and separate schools '.' In Toronto and
Ottawa they are the allies of the />V(((s of tilt! Province of (,)uebec. Mi-. Taillon has never,

that I am aware of, repudiated Mr. Meredith or Mr. McCarthy, who are both agreed upon
attaining the same end. That end, everyone knows, involves the abolition of the French

^ language and of separate schools.

I uo not believe that Mr. Taillon shares these ideas, accepts these fatal opinions,

and is ready to endorse their triumph. No : but ho is doing what he did in 1885 and 18SH.

He is mute in presence of the foe. He dares not resent the attack of the enemies of our
race and our religion. In ISSo and 1SS(> hcrofu.'icii (o intervene against thosewho were crush-

ing our bretheru in the North- West, and now ho in silent in the presence of those who
want to banish the French language and to destroy ; . larate schools.

It is always the same old story, the same disgraceful, fatal story, it is the minority in

the person of Mr. Taillon agreeing to crouch bef<ir»» the majority in the person of the Orange>

ernnieiU.
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