
SENATE DEBATES

Hon. Raymond J. Perrault (Leader of the Government):
Honourable senators, I understand it is the intention of the
Chairman of the Legal and Constitutional Affairs Committee
to table that report on Wednesday, a week from tomorrow.
There have been some delays occasioned by translation
challenges.

Senator Roblin: Did the leader say the date for tabling is not
next Wednesday, but a week Wednesday?

Senator Perrault: A week from tomorrow, yes.

Senator Roblin: I do not wish to dwell on the subject, but it
has been some time since the matter was handed over to the
legal staff and others to prepare, and that delay raises the
question of whether they have too much on their plates to get
these jobs done in time. 1 will not pursue that matter further at
the moment because we will be getting the report next week,
but it may be something we will have to look into at some
time.

REFERENCES TO APPEAL COURTS BY PROVINCIAL
GOVERNMENTS

Hon. Duff Roblin (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): Hon-
ourable senators, I should like to direct a question to the
Leader of the Government respecting the constitutional situa-
tion. I am sure he is aware that a number of the provinces have
given notice of their intention to direct references to their
courts in respect of the constitutionality of the government's
proposal which is now before the Special Joint Committee of
the Senate and the House of Commons. I am aware that in the
case of the Province of Manitoba, for example, the hearings
will commence on December 4.

Can my honourable friend confirm that the federal govern-
ment will be represented at those hearings and will make a
presentation of its view of the matter?

Hon. Raymond J. Perrault (Leader of the Government):
Honourable senators, the question will be taken as notice.

Senator Roblin: Honourable senators, on the same subject, I
would ask my honourable friend to make inquiries on some
other points as well.

I wish to know what the policy of the government is in
respect of action by these courts. In other words, should it
happen that the appeal court of a province finds that the
government's proposal is unconstitutional or is otherwise open
to question, I want to know whether it is the intention of the
government to refer such a decision to the Supreme Court of
Canada.

Senator Perrault: Honourable senators, that is, at this stage
at least, a hypothetical question. For this reason, I am not
prepared to answer the question.

Senator Roblin: I can understand my honourable friend's
reluctance to answer it, but I suggest that it is by no means
hypothetical, because at some stage in the game, all things
being equal, the Supreme Court of Canada will be asked to
rule upon the findings of these various appeal courts and to
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make a decision with respect to the constitutionality of the
government's move.

My question is: If the matter is found to be unconstitutional,
will the government have regard or respect for, or accede to,
the decision of the court in that respect?

Senator Perrault: The federal government has, of course, a
long tradition of respecting court rulings, as do other govern-
ments in this country. Beyond that, honourable senators, I am
not willing to make a further statement. The eventuality will
be dealt with, should it arise.

Senator Roblin: I thank my honourable friend for his com-
ment, but I hope he will take the matter under consideration
and give us a more definitive answer than he has so far,
because it is quite conceivable that there may be a finding
against the federal government in the matter. In that event,
this house, along with others, may be asked to make up its
mind on whether it intends to proceed in defiance-if that is
the correct word-of the court's judgment on the very impor-
tant constitutional matter. Because the matter will go to the
courts and is bound to proceed to the Supreme Court, and is
bound to result in a decision one way or the other, I think the
government's policy in the case of an adverse decision should
be made known to the Senate.

Senator Perrault: The honourable senator's views will be
given careful consideration. I thank him for his opinion on this
matter.
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Senator Roblin: I want my honourable friend to know that I
will be awaiting his answer with anticipation. I hope he will
give it to us within a reasonable time. Answers to such
questions, if not timely, are not of much use.

THE ENVIRONMENT

POLLUTION-ACID RAIN

Hon. Nathan Nurgitz: Honourable senators, I have a ques-
tion for the Leader of the Government in the Senate. In light
of Monday's newspaper reports to the effect that acid rain
pollution in eastern Canada is substantially worse than had
originally been estimated or calculated, and that 65 to 80 per
cent of acid rain which falls in sensitive areas, to quote a
newspaper account, comes "sweeping in from the U.S.," will
the Leader of the Government provide the Senate with a
progress report on, and details of, new initiatives being taken
by the Government of Canada to impress upon the American
authorities the true nature of the problem, and also provide the
Senate with innovative programs, if there be such, which we
can expect will combat acid rain for future generations?

Hon. H. A. Oison (Minister of State for Economic Develop-
ment): Honourable senators, perhaps I should try to reply to
this question, because this has been drawn to the attention of
the Economic Development Committee for a number of rea-
sons, including the need for additional funding to deal with the
problem.
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