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board and its functions whether or not legis-
lation is required.

Mr. David Lewis (York South): I have a
supplementary question, Mr. Speaker. May I
direct a question to the Minister of Finance
and ask him whether, if it should be decided
that no legisiation is necessary and therefore
no resolution is necessary, it is bis intention
and the intention of the government ta table
a white "pyper"-

Sarne hon. Members: Oh, oh.

Mr. Lewis: This was an example of Com-
monwealth solidarity-a white paper or some
other document outlining the pawers, objec-
tives and functions of such a board.

Hon. Mitchell Sharp (Minier ai Finance):
Mr. Speaker, a definite decision was flot made
whether that outline wiil consist of another
statement in the bouse or will be embodied in
a white paper, or both, but I can confir that
it is the intention ta lay before the bouse
more details on the nature of this board.

Mr. Lewis: I have a furtber supplementary
question. In view of the fact that the setting
Up of the board, as the minister indicated in
bis speech the ather day, is part of the policy
he presented ta parliament, could hie indicate
whetber we are likely ta bave that additional
information before the resolution now on the
order paper is debated by the bouse, and
certainly before the bull based on the resolu-
tion is produced in the bouse?

Mr. Pearson: Yes, Mr. Speaker. I hope ta
be in a position ta make a statement on this
matter tomarrow, or at the latest on Monday.

CONSUMER AFFAIRS
REPORT ON GROCERY RETAILING

IN PRAIRIE PROVINCES

On the orders of the day:
Mr. P. B. Rynard (Simcoe East): Mr. Speak-

er, I should like ta address a question ta the
Minister of Corparate and Consumer AlTairs.
In view of the Batten repart showing exces-
sive profits and indicating a monapoly in the
distribution of food products by the western
grocery chains, will the minister inform the
bouse wbat action the combines branch bas
taken?

Hon. John N. Turner <Minister cf Consumer
and Corporate Ail airs): Mr. Speaker, we have
received capies of the report and, as I sug-
gested earlier in reply to a similar question,

27053-4641

Inquiries of the Ministry
we are reviewing ail the recommendatians
that aff ect our department. As a matter of
fact, this morning I called Judge Batten and
invited her to Ottawa next week ini order that
we might discuss some of the recommenda-
tions in hier report.

[Translation]
INQUIRIES 0F THE MINISTRY

On the orders of the day:
Mr. Réal Caaue±±e (Villeneuve): Mr. Speak-

er, my question is directed to the hon. Minis-
ter of Manpower and Immigration.

As part of the training courses now being
given tbroughout Canada, does the minister
intend to set up personality courses which
would permit, for instance, to smarten Up the
hon. member for Argenteuil-Deux-Montagnes?

[En glish]
Mr. L. R. Sherman (Winnipeg South): Mr.

Speaker, I would like to ask the Prime Minis-
ter, if the government has any old centennial
medals lying around would it consider send-
ing one to Mr. George Bain?

Sanie hon. Members: Hear, hear.

Right Hon. L. B. Pearson <Prime Minister>:
If I can find a very old one I wiil do that,
Mr. Speaker.

Sanie hon. Members: Hear, hear.

Hon. George Hees (Northumberland): Mr.
Speaker, I wish to direct my question to the
Minister of Trade and Commerce. Does the
minister soon expect to be free to express his
opinion on financial matters, or does the
Prime Minister intend to keep him chained to
a sinking ship?

Sanie hon. Members: Oh, oh.

Mr. Speaker: Order, please.

FINANCE
POSSIBLE ACTION BY U.S. RESPECTING

GOLD PURCHASES

On the orders of the day:
Mr. Lloyd R. Crouse (Queens.Lunenburg):

In view of the present clamour for gold, bas
the Minister of Finance any information from.
bis counterpart in the United States ta the
effect the United States may cut the price of
gold or stop buying it altogether, as reported
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