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Birthday Congratulations to Mr. Rowe

Motion agreed to and bill read the third
time and passed.

HOUSE OF COMMONS

BIRTHDAY CONGRATULATIONS TO HON. MEMBER
FOR DUFFERIN-SIMCOE

Mr. Speaker: Before I leave the chair and
the house goes into committee, with your
indulgence I should like to declare what I
am sure is another unanimous view of the
house, when I offer on behalf of all those
here our hearty congratulations to the hon.
member who has been here for the second
longest period, the hon. member for Dufferin-
Simcoe (Mr. Rowe) whose birthday it is.

Some hon. Members: Hear, hear.

Hon. W. Earl Rowe (Dufferin-Simcoe): Mr.
Speaker, this is a very unexpected privilege
you have extended to me in giving me an
opportunity to express my keen appreciation
of the friendships I have had in this house
for many years. As Your Honour has said,
I am the member who has been here for the
second longest time. I have attended all the
sessions of the House of Commons since 1925.
During that time I believe I have met all
those who have been elected to the House
of Commons since. Many of our dear friends
on both sides of the house have since de-
ceased. I must say that what I have enjoyed
the most has been the opportunity of making
many friendships in all quarters of the
house, having sat here for more sessions than
anyone else; which is a rather sad story to
relate on one’s birthday.

This morning when I got on the plane
in Toronto one gentleman seemed to be a
little timid about the flight. He said, “I
do not like the idea of flying this morning.
The weather is unsettled, we go through
gate No. 13, and it is Friday, May 13.” I
said, “Yes, but if it is of any interest to
you, it is my birthday.” The gentleman looked
at me closely, and I think he was more
frightened than ever.

I am very happy to have had this long
association with the House of Commons,
which is the greatest institution in Canada.
I have made some very close friends on all
sides of the house. I wish to express my
sincere appreciation of the congratulations
extended to me today by you, Mr. Speaker,
and my associates who have taken the time
of the house to congratulate me in this unique
and almost unprecedented fashion. I thank
you very much and wish for all of you,
whether or not I agree with you politically,
Godspeed, good health and continued strong
convictions in the political affairs in the
country.



