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is pressure of their own business, demanding
that they leave the governmeut's service and
go back to their own business, that is not
good enougli.

Mr. RALSTON: I do not know wliat my
hon. friend means. He referred to the master-
general of the orduance, and I wish to take
issue with him if lie reflects upon Mr. Chester.
I do flot know what lie means by "not being
good enougli."

Mr. DOUGLAS (Weyburn): I mean that
the explanation is not good enougli. It does
noV satisfactorily inforrn us why a man should
leave the service of -the country at Vhis critical
time. I arn not casting refiections on any one.
Just a few weeks ago a young man, a sergeant
in one of the units, was given an opportunity
to go to England witli a draft Vînt was going
to reinforce one of the regirnents now in the
old country. Tliat young man lad a business.
I weut witli him on the day that lie went down
and turned the key in 'lis door and said that
business would bave to wait for the duration.
If lie can afford Wo do that, so can others.

Mr. GOLDING: Wliat was bis business?

Mr. DOUGLAS <Weyburn): H1e runs a
store, whicli is as important Wo hirn a tlie
business of an executive is Wo that executive.

Mr. GOLDING: It may not be as important
as Mr. Duncan's business.

Mr. DOUGLAS (Weyburn): At the present
time uothing eaz be more important Wo Canada
and Canada's war effort than the production
of necessary supplies wliereby men in tlie
figliting forces are enabled to carry on the
war successfully, and if there is sufficient ueed
for these men ýto lie here, and if tliey were
doing a good job, there is no reason wliy Vhey
sliould leave.

Mr. RALSTON: Wliat my lion. friend lias
said rather confirmis the impression I reoeived
that lie was makin-g a refiection upon these
gentlemen. Mr. Chester carne at my earnest
request in order that lie miglit give lis
organizing abiity Wo Vhe reorganization of
the department of the master-general of the
ordnance. He came, as announced in the
newspapers at the tirne, for a liniited period,
witli Vhe consent of tlie directors of Hudson's
Bay company, wlio could noV spare liim in-
defioitely owing to tlie fact that ýtheir president
in London, Mr. Asliley Cooper, i.s himself
engaged. in connection with war work there,
and Mr. Chester had Wo take on an added
load in the business. H1e came on that under-
standing, and I gave lir my undertaking
that I would make provision for hirn to return.
Be stayed a montli longer tlian was expected.

H1e is engaged in work in connection with
war activities, besides runnmng hie business and
providing ernployment and supplies. I say
to my hon. friend that it does not lie in the
mouth of anyone to suggest thýat this gentle-
man is flot d.oing his duty or that lie should
stay her-e indefinitely when, as a matter of
conscience, and having regard to bis duty
elsewliere, he feels it incumbent upon hirn to,
returu to bis work after baving doue a fine
job for us. H1e fulfilled more than thie contract
lie made with the country and lie and bis
cornpany have more tlan doue their share
in connection with our war effort.

The Minister of National Defence for Air
is noV liere, but I was present when the
arrangement was made with Mr. Duncan, and
if I remember rightly, Mr. Duncan was to
corne for thrce months. I believe lie stayed
for eiglit or nine months, and everyone knows
that he stayed at a time when the president
of his company, Mr. T. A. Russell, waz very
111.* But Mr. Russell, witl bis well known
tenacity and indomitable spirit, endeavoured
to carry on until death overtook hirn and Mr.
Duncan had to go back. That company is
engaged in the extensive production of war
materials for the country. Tribute lias been
paid to the magnificent contribution of Mr.
Duncan and the cornpany Vo the war effort,
and my lion. friend therefore is not justifled
in anything that carnies the slightest refiection
upon him because he is flot staying for the
duration of Vhe war.

Mr. HOWE: Perhaps I slould speak witli
regard to Mr. Camplielî's position. Mr.
Campbiell came Vo Ottawa as chairman of the
war purchasing board and lie remained
throughout the duration of that board. The
goveronent had made preparations for
eventually turning the war purchasing board
into a departmnent of goverument and Mr.
Camnpbell was invited Vo take a position in
the Department of Munitions and Supply. H1e
stated at the timne that bis work at the Ford
plant had expanded so rapidly and that com-
pany had taken on such heavy commitrnents
that lie feit he could render a better service
Vo the country by going back to Windsor in
order to look after the organization of bis
own company than lie could by rernaining
witl the departrnent of munitions. I do noV
see in that anything that reflects upon hirn,
nor is there any reflection upon Vhe depart-
ment.

Mr. DOUGLAS (Weyburn): There is no
intention on my part Vo reflect upon anyone,
but I do say that it is a question nut where
a man's personal inclination lies but wbere lie
can render the greatest service Vo Vhe country.


