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even if we want to do so. I know we have
many other responsib:ilities in addition. If
anyone in this house should stand uip in his
place and suggest that we should repudiate
our national debt or the interest charges
thereon, I know there would be protesta from
every corner of the bouse. Hon. members
would rise in their places and talk about our
obligations, our duties and our responsibilities,
and they would refer to the honour of this
Dominion. 1I think we have no greater duty
and no greater responsibility than taking care
of the poor in our midst, and I think as a
parliament we should look upon that as our
first duty. Although the time which we may
devote to this very important question is
limited, I hope the government to-day will
not disappoint the h*undreds of thousands of
people who are expecting us to give some
attention to this matter.

On former occasions both parties have com-
mitted themselves to the principle of unem-
ploymen.t, sickness and invalidity insuranoe.
In a speech delivered by the present Prime
Minister during thse session of 1M2 he came
out openly in favour of a scheme of this
character, and the leader of the opposition
bas done the same thing. We have the
leaders of both parties in favour of some such
scheme, so why should thiere be such diffi-
culty in our getting together and finding ways
and rneans of doing something this session for
those who are at present unemployed, and for
men over whom unemployment hangs like a
dark cloud. There are hundred of thousands
of people out of work to-day, and many more
are working on short time. The labour move-
ment of this country is looking ta parliament
on this occasion in the hope that it will do
something ut least, along the limes of the action
taken a f ew years ago when it passed the Old
Age Pensions Act.

I hope the government will1 stand behind
the pledges it has made, the pledges which
were incorporated in its platform and the
p]edges which many of its supporters gave to
their constituents, as well as the statements
made by the right hon. the Prime Minister
when he was leader of the opposition during
the session of 1928.

Rigbt Hon. R. B. BENNETT (Prime Min-
ister>: Mr. Speaker I do not propose this
afternoon te traverse at le!Igth the ground
covered by the hon. gentleman who has just
taken bis seat (Mr. Heaps). I desire only to
point out two or three problems wbich muet
be dealt with before this question can be
determined.

First, there is the question of the respective
jurisdiction of the federal parliament and the

provincial 1MgsIatures, which bas to some ex-
tent been deterniined by the law officers of
the erown. As bas been pointed out by the
provmncial premiers, there is no reason to
doubt that with the joint action of the prov-
inces -and the Dominion some satisfactory
solution of this problem man -be found. It has
been suggested that a conference should be
called between the provinces and the Domin-
ion for the purpose of discussing this problein
and if possible finding a solution. The hon.
member for Kenora-Rainy River (Mr.
Heenan) suggested the other day that this
matter might bave been discussed at the re-
cent Dominion-provincial conference. I can
only say that the question could not be deait
with at any such conference in one or two
days, or in haîf a dozen days; there are quei-
tions which involve consequences of the mo,st
far-reaching effeot in every possible way so
f ar as the body politic is concerned. There
i,3 mot only the setting up of the machinery
but there is the question of the ways and
means by which that machinery is to hc
maintained.

At the present time a large number of
corporations that have thousands of employees
make provision for their future after they
have reached a certain age. Provision is
made in some cases for invalidity through
sickness, and in others for the payment of
a small sum while unemploycd and still ini
tbe service of the company.

This resolution proposes two things, to
which. I will direct attention. First, it sug-
gests that the government should take into
consideration the immediate establishment of
a federal system of insuranSc. I do not thinc
my hon. friend is well advised in leaving the
word "immediate" in bis motion for the simple
and obvious resson that it must be known to
hima and ta every hon. gentleman who bas
read any book upon the subi ect or who bas
given time and consideration to the probleme
imvolved that it cannot be dealt witb in tbree
weeks, six weeks, one month or several
months. So f ar as that feature is concerned,
I would suggest that he delete the word "im-
mediate" from bis resolution. I suggest also
that after the word "federal" and before the
word "systema" he add the word "contribu-
tory," thus making: it a federal contributory
system. Then I would suggest that the words
"after satisfactory arrangements bave been
made with the provinces" be added at tbe
end of the resolution. As bas been s0 clearly
stated by the hon. gentlemn, insurance
against unemployment, sickness and invalidity
can neyer be successful if eacb province bas


