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"Thîis biow cornes at a particuiarly bad time for
tbe dairy industry," Mr. Jolinston deciared. "Just
whlen the dlairynien bave becorne accustomed to
overcoming the conditions csused by our Canadian
winters and have heen keeping dairy production up
to the required lirnit, the goveroment lowers the
bars ta Australian and New Zealand butter. Reducing
the dlutv on this butter ta one cent per pound hs
macle it possible for the Australian farmers t0 ship
butter here in competitian with our own dairymen

Because of the mild climnate Australian butter cao
be produced cheaper at this time of the yesr thsn
it cao be produced under Canadian winter conditions.
The government at Ottawa shouid have given sorne
consideration to tbe position of tbe Osoadian dairy-
men before tbey pascd the trade pact. Canadian
dairyrnen have been producing sufficient butter ta
suppiy the Canadian markets even during the winter
inonths.

Is that flot a sufficient answer to the hon.
gentleman who interrupted with the observa-
tion that the 10,000,000 pounds wvas in his
estimation much too small a quantity to
form a reserve in Canada?

Tbere was no reasan ta bring Australien butter
bere at aIl. Everyone recogoizes the fact that aur
farrning sud deiry industries are moat important
ta the developrnent of tbe Dominion, and anytlîing
which affects these will produce a carresponding effeet
on the whole Dominion. The question was thresbed
out et the convention of the Canadien Creameryrnen's

Association, held in Toronto a month or an aga,
and a resalution was passedi asking the guvernrnt
ta consuît witb the dairyrnens' orgenizetions before
tal:ing aoy steps ta bave Australien botter brought
bere.

Mr. Johtaton sid further, "The attention of the
gdveronleaet s callcd to, tue disestrous effects the~
loweriog of the cluty on butter wauld have, but
they poid no attention ta tbis." Mr. Johoston stated
.hat 17,000 boxes of butter are elreedy on the way ta
Canada, or about 850,000 pounds. Tbis butter Cen
be sold wbolesele at 40 cents per pourid, wbile
Canadien butter is selling et 46 cents wholeaale. It
cabat be praducecl under Canadien winter conditions
ta selI for leas than the prescrnt preveiling price,
it wes stated. The importation of the Australien
produet will bave a tendency ta kil! the deiry industry
in Canada, Mr. Johnston feared.

'Now ]et us consider for a moment whether
or not the treaties with France and other
countries have been of very great benefit to
Canada. The following figures give the im-
ports from France into Canada and the ex-
ports from this country to France in the last
three or four years:

Importa from France

Exporta to France

Year Amount
1923 $14,000,000
1924 817,000,000
1925 $18,000,000

Year Arnount
1023 $17,000,000
1924 812,000,000
1925 811,000,000

Now let us examine the figures of trade be-
tween Italy and Canada, which will show that
a similar condition exists.
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Importa from Itaiy

Exporta to Italy

Amount
$1,814,000
$1,814,000
$2,435,000
Amount

318,000,000
$14,000,000
810,000,000

This goes to show that the treaties we have
entered into with foreigo countries have not
been productive of very great benefit f0 this
Dominion. On the contrary the veiy opposite
ha- been the case.

Now, let me occupy a fcw minutes in placing
before the bouse some of the statements
made by the Minister of Finance, who is
apparently hiding bchind the dairy commis-
sioner. The statements in question are to be
found at page 828 of Hansard:

Mr. Tlmie: May I ask my hon. iriend a question?
Witb tbe semsons opposite in Aust-elia as compared
with Canada, does eny hon, friand think it in fair ta
have grass butter na-aduced soutb of the equator corn-
irîg ino competition with butter produted in western
Casnada, in the middle of the winter?

Mr. Robb: I do ot like to get ino a con-
trovecay with rny hon, friand, wba ia an expert
agriculturist. but I arn willing ta talcs the judgment
of the dairy coosmissianer of Canada who at ane
tinte was dairy comrnissioner of New Zeeland. The
judgrnent of that gentleman in that the quality of
Canadien butter will ie improvei in the world'a
markets if, instead of etaring up aur butter, w. ahip
it ta the rnarkets of the warid in good fresh con-
dition. The resulýt af that palicy is evident in the
feet that during tisis yeer Canada won several prizes
in the London, Englaod, show camipetucg egainst the
productq of New Zeaiand aad Australie. Canadals
butter naw ranks biga in that mnarket, and Canada'.
butter witl be able ta compete there.

I fancy that the 250,000 dairymen in Can-
ada wAll most ýseverely criticize and denounce
that statement by the dairy commissioner as
one that is not in the best interests of the
industry with which they are identified.

Mr. BALDWIN: Does the hon. member
know that. the price of butter has been
higher during the paot eight months than in
any corresponding period for Six years? Aiso
how mîieh would he like the consumer of this
country f0 have to pay for butter, the present
price being from 45 f0 50 cents a pound?

Mr. ARMSTRONG (Lambton): In answer
to the hon, gentleman I can only say that
the dairy induistry is only one industry in this
country that should be prot-ected. If it and
the other industries in the Dominion were
properly protected the labour men would
have plenty of work and plenty of money
svhercwith to buy butter. That is my answer.
A few cents is nothing f0 the man who is at
work and in receipt of good wages. It is a
vcry different thing when he is ouf of employ-
ment, and walking the streets with empty
pockets. Why should the dairymen of Can-


