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I .arn through with this phase. Speaking at
four o'clock in the morning, I said:

It sîeîins to ie tliat the bion. memnber for West York
(Sir Henry Dra 'vti,n) takes a very pessimistie and
gloomv view of the devalopment of an estern na-
tional port, naiely the port of Halifax. It in equally
as pessimistic a view as my bon. friend teck wben, as
chairinan of tbe Railway Commission, bie laid down
that very explicit doctrine that geographical dis-
advantages sbould not be taken into consideration la the
fixing of rates, We are a part of tbis great confedera-
tien; and the great leaders wbo bave passed te the
bayond held out te us in Nova Scotia and to tbe
citizens of Halifax the promise that if the province
reniained in confederation Nova Scotia and Halifax
wouild berome the Atlantic frontaga of the Dominion.
And if my bion. friend will only go and look at the
motte above the entrance to tbla magnificent structure,
raised and reared by bla govemnment, bie wîîî sec there
wîritten these words:

Tbe wbolesoma sea, la at lier gates,
Her gates botb Est and West.

We inay have tbe wholesome sea but we have not
the gates. But it was in tlîe wisdom, of tbe late
Liberial Cbieftain, Sir WVilfrid Laurier, la f oresee tbe
ittre and build the Transcontinental, taking tbe
rosi to Monîcton as a conion centre for tbe ahipment
of grain and other products of the West la winter,
froiii Halifax and St. Jobn. Wlîen tbe short line la
îonipleted from a point aboya Port Arthur on the
Canadian National up to the Transcontinental, witb
4.asier grades and sîsorter mîleage, the people of Hall-
fax feel that it will ha the duty of the Canadian
National systeni to sc that grain and other producta
of the West not routed tbrougb any otber ports sall
be carried to the ports of Halifax and St. John in
winter.

If tliese thinga are not done then perbapa nome
of tlie tbmrgs spoken of by a gentleman in the legis-
lature of Nova Scotia and refecred to in tbe press
of the Maritime provinces may coîne to be nmore than
îîîere words and cold type. I regret that the state
of my bealtb to-nigbt forbida my enterlag as largely
into tbla subject as I sbould like. But it la vital
te the interasta of Nova Scotia, it ia vital te the city
of Halifax, that proper attention ha given this matter.
I say it la vital te tbe city of Halifax, wbicb Sir
Charles Tupper declared would be, as a casult of the
national policy, a forent of masts if that province re-
mnained true te confederation. We are spending la-day
mîillions of money for tbe development of the port of
Portland, and this la the cesult of an act of administra-
tien on the part of the leader of tbe opposition (Mr.
Meigben) in the taking ovar of the Grand Trunk and
the terminaIs at Portland. This waa a legacy bequeatbed
to tlîe presenit government, who have la turm handed it
over te Sir Henry Thornton and bis board of manage-
muent. I believe that Sic Henry Tbornton la willing te
do the rigbt tbing by the Maritime provinces, and my
hion. friend must know that hie bas recoinmended that
an elevator ebould be huâlt at Halifax witb a capacity
of at leait 750,000 tons, if net a million. It la bis
intention te divect to Halifax, as hae bas a cight ta do,
that proportion of the grain and other products fcom,
the West that cau and ought te be carried through
tàaat port. The rate to Halifax will then be the sanne
as to St. John or Portland or New York. Montreal
carries one cent leus and when the differential ceferad
to by mny lion. colleague (Mr. Maclean) la remnoved
as between St. John and Halifax, then New York,
Portland, St. John and Halifax will ha on a pacity.
There la no sound reason why Halifax sbould not
shace as a national port in the shipmnent oh produsets
of the West and of central Canada te thse Old Country
and the Meditecranean la future. These are my
liopes; and 1 regret that my bon. friend sbould take
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the gloomy, pessimistic view bie bas displayed in re-
ference to the future of Halifax as a port. I do
nlot share that; view and I arn sure that if we botb
live a f ew years longer and Halifax is gixen an oppor-
tunity bie ill have reason to revise bis opinion and
will be quite willing to help te niake it wbat it was
always intended to be, tbe eastern gateway, one of
the national ports of Canada, in the rarrying of Cana-
ilian products fromn tbe West and Central Canada te
the markets of the wocld.

I would flot have referred to this matter
had flot rny hion. colleague from Halifax
undertaken to, say that I had been recreanit
in rny duty and had failed te present the
fair claims and demanda of the port of
Halifax and the province of Nova Scotia
while a member of this House. I have pointed
out that rny energies, so long as I have been
cognizant of the facts, have been directed
to bring about an improvement of conditions
and so restore prosperity at the port.

Now, a word or two in respect to the
fshing industry in Nova Scotia. We have
heen told-not hy the hion. member for Hali-
fax-4.hat we have Iost our West Indijan
market. I arn informed hy competent authori-
ties that:

Nova Scotia exportera to-day bave a better hold
on ail masrkets tban ever before in tbe bistory of tbe
trade. American exportera bava neyer badt any profit-
able large export trade on dry fisb. altbougb for a
period of somes five or six years, say from 1913 to
1919, a large Gloucester fisb concern-tbe Gorton-Pew
Fisberies. Ine.-made a determined effort to enter the
foreigo dry fisb markets, and durmng tbat peciod
tbey were fairly large exportera. Their efforts in this
respect were largely the cause of the very disastroua
failure in 1919. Tbis concera was in tbe banda of
reraîvers for some tbree or four yeara, and lant year
was reorganized on a new basis. The writer waa in-
formed by botb tbe ceceivera tbat baed the business
in band, and by those interested in the reorganisiation,
that it was to be their well-defined policy te ateer
clear of aIl export business except wbat was imci-
dental to tbeir other operations. Gloucester will al-
wsys bave a considerable quantity of fisb that cannot
ba used for the doniestic trade tbat basu to be dcied
and exported. The total volume of Amecican cured
fisb tbat is exported to foreigo markets inse amaîl
tbat exportera in other countriea hardly know that
anything in grîing on. As a matter of fact the only
place in wbicb it la an menace la Porto Rico, which
market la what in known as a consigning market,
taking a large proportion of inferior qualities of fish
that is sbipped froni Newfoundland and Canada and
bas to be sold on iUn merits, being -fisbh culled out
frorn sbipments made te other markets. Lunenburg
bowever, doe continue to ebip the regular Lunenburg
cure of codfisb to Porto Rico, aîid in, thecefore, more
or lesa up agamast Gloucester competition-tbe Glou-
cester exportera having the advantage of tbe Focdney
tariff.

It was not American competition that ducing the
past few years made tbe dry fish expert trade of
Canada unprofitable, but the upset world conditions,
cbief among wbich waa the rulaously low rate of
Brazilian excbange-Brazil being one of the largest,
if not the largest, market for dry fish la the world.
Tbis spring for tbe firet time in four years the
accumulation of old stcoeks of fish produced la
Norway, Iceland, Great Britain, Newfoundland and


