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undertake to bring about reciprocity with : per cent. In the province of New Bruns-
the United States. On another occasion, ' wick, from 1871 to 1881, the population in-
later on, my hon. friend extended the time: creased 12'4 per cent, and in the next ten
ore year—he only wanted three years to bring ' years it increased 0 per cent. In the pro-
about a reciprocity treaty. Well, we have'yince of Manitoba the increase from 1871
had eighteen years of the National Poli_cy ' to 1881, was, of course, very large, as this
acd I am sure my hon. friend will not dis-' wag in the early history of that province.
sent when 1 say that in the last year of the ‘ The increase in those years was 247 per
Conservative term of office, they were far-|cent. 1ln the next ten years the increase was
ther away from reciprocity than they ever;i1i¢ per cent. Of course, I do not think the
were during any previous year of their ex-!'game force would attach to this compari-
istence. "son, because the country having just been

I think that the National Policy may |opened up, the rush of population would
very properly be tested to-day in the light of | pyturally be somewhat larger than after-
all these promises. But there was another . wards. But I am sure that even in regard
promise made which was of greater im-:to Manitoba the census returns must have
portance. I think that the strongest argu-. peen sadly disappointing. The province of
ment used by my Conservative friends in! British Columbia increased inm a larger
advocating the National Policy was that it { degree from 1881 to 1891, than in the pre-
was going to increase the population of our| vijous decade, the increase for the earlier
country. 1 think that this test of popula- ' period being 36°4 per cent, and for the later,

tion, which has so often been applied be-
fore, may well be applied for a few mo-
ments again, because 1 think the lesson is
full of importance and cannot be applied
too often. The policy which was inaugur-
ated in 1879, and which had been previously
known in 1870, for a short time, as the
National Policy, told the people in very
glowing terms what it would accomplish
and lead to. It was to remove distress
whether in agriculture or manufacturing,—
and distress did exist, as had to be acknow-
ledged, during the period that Mr. Mackenzie
was in power—and it was to lead to great
prosperity and the rapid up-building of the
country. Immigrants were to flow in and
employment was to be furnished for all
The present leader of the Opposition (Sir
Charles Tupper) said that this was the
supreme test of prosperity :

1f we are to bave a country at all,—-

said he, as reported in the * Hamnsard” of
1877, page 167—

—it must be by bringing pecople into it. It isour
policy to bring people into our country and to
furnish employment for them when here, and
that is the only pelicy by which Canada can hope
to attain any position of importance in the world.
We must have a large and extended immigra-
;ion and give work to people when they come
ere.

Taking population as the test of pros-
perity, the results of the census of 1801,
the last official figures to hand, were cer-
tainly disappointing. I have here the offi-
cial figures. In the province of Ontario, in
1871 the population was 1,620,851. In 1881
it had increased to 1,826,922, an increase of

186 per cent. In 1891 the population had:

grown to 2,114,321, an increase of 9-73 per
cent, as compared with 18'6 per cent in the
previous ten years. In the province of Que-
bec the increase of population from 1871 to
1881 was 14 per cent, and from 1881 to 1891,
9-53 per cent. Tm the province of Nova

Scotia the increase in the first period was

13-6 per cent, and in the second it was 2-23
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1 98-49 per cent, a large increase in that pro-
ivince, as we should acknowledge. In
Prince Edward Island, the increase from
1871 to 1881 was 15'8 per cent, and from
1881 to 1891, it was 0°17 per cent. In the
Territories the comparison is not given so
closely, and I cannot give the percentages.
The increase disclosed by the census of
1881 for the whole Dominion was 1897 per
cent, and by the count of 1891 it was 11-76
per cent, a decrease in progress of a liitle
over 7 per cent. The growth of the coun-
try, therefore, in point of population was
much slower under the National Policy than
it was during the period before that policy
was put in operation. Eliminating the new
portions of the Dominion, and considering
the provinces of old Canada, which include
the whole population except about 400,000,
the results are still more disappointing. Ac-
{ cording to the census figures that [ have
riven the increase in these provinces was
exccedingly small. In point of population
the growth of the older provinces from 1871
till 188" was more than three times as
grcat us it was during the decade spent
wholly under Conservative rule and wholly
under a protective tarifft. The population
of the maritime provinces in 1871 was T67.-
000. and in 1881 it was 870,000, an increase
of 103,600. In 1891 the population of those
provinces was 880,000, an increase of only
10.000 people in ten years. At the rate of
2 per cent per annum, the natural increase
of 870,600 persons would be 174,000, instead
of the actual increase which we find. In
other words, the increase for ten years in
the maritime provinces was less than the
natural increase for one year. The aggre-
gate population of the three chief cities of
the maritime provinces, Halifax, St. John
and Charlottetown, in 1881, was 73,712. In
1891 it was 74,113, an increase of 400
souls in ten years. This National Policy
was to do great things for the farmer. The
number of farmers and farmer’s sons en-
gaged in farming, by the census of 1881,
was 656,712, and, by the census of 1891, it




