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TORONTO -- A $2,lO : . million,,,5-year, action .-plan
by the federal government to curb drug abuse, .was-Taunched
today by Health and Welfare Minister Jake Epp .
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Building on last Octobër's Speech from-the'Throne ,
the.. :federal plan, will- ~bring ;new -resourçes ; -to .Çanadian
initiatives in public education, treatment and; • j .;-,
réhabilitation, law enforcement and control and research
carried out at the 'intérnational, riationa ;l, •~provïnci~a1 and
community levels .
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"With these initiatives,Cânada will continue to play
its part in the international effort against drug abuse led
by the United Nations and thè-Wôrld~Heâlth Organizâtion ; "
Mr . Epp said .

. _. •
representatives of the provincial and-territorial _addiction
agencies and Toronto-area community groups, the Minister
called .for greater-cooperation and information exchange among
all who aim to . reduçe, drug : abuse : and . thë--illegal ;,supply- of

. In •a .statement following ,his . briefing of

drugs .

"Our major challenge_, ;is that, .while the vast
majority of Canadians are,aware of .and,,c

-
oncerned about-,drug

abuse, too few understand .or know : how,, to . dea1, with•, it
Mr. Epp said. "Too few Canadians know where to turn for
accurate information, assistance and support for overcomin g
this problem ." ' > ; _

The Minister-stated that the first,priority.;is_.
"to communicate that action begins with .•awareness:-- ;of
changing patterns in drug abuse and supply ; of alZ- .the
sources of advice, expertise, and assistance ; .andrultimately ,
of the need to take individual action ."
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