
“Article” (except where a specific reference is made to an Article of this 
Agreement) means an Article of the Treaty;

"Rule” means a Rule of the Regulations;

(d)

(e)

“Contracting State” means a State party to the Treaty;

"the Authority” means the Canadian Commissioner of Patents;

“the International Bureau” means the International Bureau of the World 
Intellectual Property Organization.

All other terms and expressions used in this Agreement which are also used in the 
Treaty, the Regulations or the Administrative Instructions have, for the purposes of this 
Agreement, the same meaning as in the Treaty, the Regulations and the Administrative 
Instructions.

(f)

(g)

(h)

(2)

ARTIC LE 2

Basic Obligations

The Authority shall carry out international search and international preliminary 
examination in accordance with, and perform such other functions of an International Searching 
Authority and International Preliminary Examining Authority as are provided under, the Treaty, 
the Regulations, the Administrative Instructions and this Agreement.

In carrying out international search and international preliminary examination, the 
Authority shall apply and observe all the common rules of international search and of international 
preliminary examination and, in particular, shall be guided by the PCT International Search and 
Preliminary Examination Guidelines.

The Authority shall maintain a quality management system in compliance with the 
requirements set out in the PCT International Search and Preliminary Examination Guidelines.

The Authority and the International Bureau shall, having regard to their respective 
functions under the Treaty, the Regulations, the Administrative Instructions and this 
Agreement, render, to the extent considered to be appropriate by both the Authority and the 
International Bureau, mutual assistance in the performance of their functions thereunder.
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