
their association with the whalers, the Eskimos stili remainea hutes
Apart from the few small luxuries they ebtained, they still dependçd almostentire@ly on the spoils of the hunt for their essnt*i food anid clpthing,

The same was tx'ue of other Eskimos whii had flot corné in direct
contact with the whalers but whose lives had been iilfluenced by the operations
of the trading-posts to the south.

Thiroueg1out the whaiing period, life had revoived round the resourcesof th~e sea; the whalers were not interosted in furs. With the arrivai of thetraders, events took a different turn. Their primary interest was In furs an~d,since i~t was reaiized fromu the outset that the Eskimos couid oni>' trap duringthe winter if ther were weli fed and clothed, every encouragement was given
theiw te conitinue to live off the country and te tratIe only the skinis and
blubber, that were surplus to theioe real needs.

It took the Eskimos some time to change over from hunting to trapping.They were hunters by instinct and tradition, with the general i'dea that-trapp in gwas morne fit for women and children tlian for men. The #arity of thie Eskimno
men stili remain essentially hunters an~d it is o1ily whèn there is a good f'urseasn or' when they have saine important objecv in vriew, such as a new rifle,that they take trapping reaily seriously.

Admini;stration

The Oepartment of Indian Affairs and Northern Development has general.responsibîîîty for the administration of Eskimo affairs. The Indian andNorthern Heaith Services of the Department of Nationali Health and Welfare hasîidiated vigorotts programmes to bring medical care to every northern resident.The Royal Canadian Mounted Police provide police service and act as agents forother government departments ini the mobre remote areas. The Arctic has aiwaystested to the limit the resourcefulnes s and courage of those who live and workther, and it makes ne exceptions of race. To keep contact - airer some 900,000square miles - with an Eskino population that stili dften chooses to live thelife of hunting camps, calis for the co -operation of ail who share the higIlatitudes with them - northern administrators, police, teachers, doctors, nur~ses,missionaries, traders, radio operators, and weather mein.

The EBakimo population in the Northwest Territories and Querbec xlumbersapproximiatel 13,000 persons. 'Iey receive the same sci5al benefts as otherCatnaditizens, such as eld-age assistance, lind persons aillwances, disabledpersons ailowances, and the family alîowance. The decline of the great caribouherds, the dwindling of other game resources and the instabiiity of the furmarketF reiealed the inadequavies of an econoiny based on the re0sources of landand water. To hel'p the Eskcimos ada pt to modern ciization, develot othe~rsourceof M ivzlihood and inprove their standard of liin, th earm ofIndian. Affalrs and t*trthern Development has~ heen carringÎi out a broad-basedtprogramme emhraeing the areas of education, health w<elfr andrei uc
development.


