
in assisting in the resolution of the Yugoslav 
crisis. We therefore support the dispatch of EC 
monitors to Yugoslavia, within the framework of 
the CSCE emergency mechanism. We will do 
whatever we can, with others in the international 
community, to encourage and support the process 
of dialogue and negotiation in accordance with 
the principles enshrined in the Helsinki Final Act 
and the Paris Charter for a new Europe, in par-
ticular respect for human rights, including rights 
of minorities and the right of peoples to self-
determination in conformity with the Charter of 
the United Nations and with the relevant norms 
of international law, including those relating to 
territorial integrity of states. The normalisation of 
the present situation will allow us to contribute to 
the indispensable economic recovery of the coun- 

try- 

14. We welcome the positive developments in 
South Africa, where the legislative pillars of 
apartheid have at last been dismantled. We hope 
that these important steps will be followed by the 
de facto elimination of apartheid and improve-
ment in the situation of the most impoverished 
among the population of South Africa. We hope 
that negotiations on a new Constitution leading to 
non-racial democracy will begin shortly and will 
not be disrupted by the tragic upsurge of violence. 
All parties must do all that is in their power to 
resolve the problem of violence. We are concerned 
that the foundation for a new non-racial South 
Africa will be undermined by mounting social 
problems and declining economic prospects for 
the majority of the population, which have con-
tributed to the violence. There is an urgent need 
to restore growth to the economy to help reduce 
inequalities of wealth and opportunity. South 
Africa needs to pursue new economic, 'investment 
and other policies that permit normal access to all 
sources of foreign borrowing. In addition to its 
own domestic efforts, South Africa also needs the 
help of the international community, especially in 
those areas where the majority have long suffered 
deprivation: education, health, housing and social 
welfare. We will direct our aid for these purposes. 

15. Finally, we look for further strengthening of 
the international order by continued vigorous 
efforts to deter terrorism and hostage taking. We 
call for the immediate and unconditional release 
of all hostages wherever they may be held and for 
an accounting of all persons taken hostage who 
may have died while being held. We welcome the  

undertaldngs given by governments with an 
influence over hostage holders to work for the 
release of hostages and urge them to intensify 
their efforts to this end. We extend our sympathy 
to the friends and relations of those held. We 
reaffirm our condemnation of all forms of terror-
ism. We will work together to deter and combat 
terrorism by all possible means within the frame-
work of international law and national legislation, 
particularly in the fields of international civil 
aviation security and the marking of plastic 
explosives for the purpose of detection. 

********* 

16. This forum continues to provide an invalu-
able opportunity for representatives from Europe, 
Japan and North America to discuss the critical 
challenges of the coming years. But we cannot 
succeed alone. We call on the leaders of the other 
nations to join us in our efforts to make a practical 
and sustained contribution to the cause of peace, 
security, freedom and the rule of law, which are 
the preconditions for trying to bring about greater 
justice and prosperity throughout the world. 

DECLARATION ON CONVENTIONAL 
ARMS TRANSFERS AND NBC 
NON-PROLIFERATION 
July 16, 1991 

1. At our meeting in Houston last year, we, the 
Heads of State and Government and the represen-
tatives of the European Community, underlined 
the threats to international security posed by the 
proliferation of nuclear, biological and chemical 
weapons and of associated missile delivery sys-
tems. The Gulf crisis has highlighted the dangers 
posed by the unchecked spread of these weapons 
and b_y excessive holdings of conventional 
weapons. The responsibility to prevent the re-
emergence of such dangers is to be shared by both 
arms suppliers and recipient countries as well as 
the international community as a whole. As is 
clear from the various initiatives which several of 
us have proposed jointly and individually, we are 
each determined to tackle, in appropriate fora, 
these dangers both in the Middle East and else-
where. 
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