
Permanent Paper Standards 

U.S. Government paper permanence standards, set by the Joint Committee on Printing of the U.S. 
Congress, serve as de facto national standards for the production of permanent paper in the United 
States. These standards use maximum lignin content and production process specifications rather than 
performance-based specifications for strength and brightness. The effect of these specifications is to limit 
access for certain Canadian pulp exports. 
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