KENYA

FOREIGN POLICY

The principal foci of Kenya's external relations have.been'the
Organization of African Unity, the Commonwealth and its relations with
neighbouring states.

Kenyafs dissatisfaction with the now defunct East African Commun-
ity 1ed to a'dee11ne in re]atiens with Tanzania. This cu]minéted in .
Februahy 1977 when Kenya grounded all East African Airways aircraft and
Tan;ania c]osed_their common. border. The border remains closed.

V ,Re]ations with Uganda under Amin were poor. Kenya's neutrality
during the recent Tanzan1an/Ugandan hostilities stra1ned Kenya's re]at1on—
Shlp with the new Uganda government but Kenya s sw1ft offer of a1d he1ped
1mprove the s1tuat1on. |

| Of 1ts other neighbouring states, Somalia is an ongo1ng cause for
concerh to the Kenyans. Somalia's military strength and c1a1m to the
easterh part of Kenya, inhabited by Somali people, has led Kenya to give
some support (mostly vocal) to Ethiopia during the recent Somali/Ethiopian
wah, despite ideo]pgica] differences. Relations with ‘Somalia have however
shown some signs of improvement. |

~ Kenya, generally, takes a moderate position on most international

issues and is respected by other African states.

COMMONWEALTH POLICY

Kenya has a long-standing interest in Commonwealth affaifs énd
approaches its meetings in a moderéte,and hositivevfashion.

vA1though Kenya is not one of the thont-Line“ states, it shares
the views of 6therAAfrican Commonwealth ceuntriestthat the reso]ution of

southern African prob]ems‘is a matter of major importance.



