
It-was decided to hold a preparatory meeting ini the spring of 1963 to

consicler the agenda and documentation for the Conference "with particular

reference to the problems of the developing countries". The preparatory group

wifl report to the Council's tbirty-sixth session i inid-1963 [see also section

on Second Committeel. The Council also asked the Secretary-General to

appoint a smail group of experts to review the activities of various interna-

tional orgal3izations concerned with commodity trade and other trade prob-

lemhs of particular importance to the developing countries, and to seek ways

of stabilizing the prices of primary commo&lities at remunerative levels.
Another item of considerable interest deait with l'y the Council con-

cerned the economilc consequelices of disarinament. The Council urged tiiose

member goveruments involved i or affected l'y militaiy programmes to de-

vote further attention to these questions with a view to developing needed

information, plans and policies for makiiig necessary economic and social

adjustments i the event of disarmament. The Council also urged further

United Nations studies. Fmnally, it called for wide distribution of the report

on this subject prepared by a group of ten economists at the request of the

Secretary-General.
The Council considered other problems relating to economic and social

developmeiit, icludig a proposed statute for a capital development fund,

mnethods for financing petroleum exploration, land reform and rural develop-

ment. Finally, at its resumed thirty-fourth session, held at United Nations

headquarters i New York i December, the Council considered elections

and nominations to subsidiary bodies and disçussed its programme of work in

1963.


