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Nilfrid said, " In any case, when 1 arn in the grave, î it a
ascribed on my tornb, 'Ilere lies a mani who desired to
e thie anadian famri ly a uni ted farily under the sa me flag. '
Rodolphe Lemieux, speaking at Berlin, said, " We are

td of our forefather8, and every citizen of this country
eds history should be grateful to the French pioneers,

ioaaries, and coureurs désos for their e.arly strug-
Remember that in those days the Jesuýits, the Recol-

anid other orders traversed the land, undaunted by track-
forests, terrible privations, merciless foes, and appalling
linesis, pushing the work of evangelization wherever human
ps were Vo be found or souls Vo be savedl." And a voice
i tihe other side in polities may be quoted. Mr. R. L.
icn, leader of the Opposition in pariarnt, speaking at
>nto on September 22nd., 1903, said, " We, througbout
Lda, should flot only know our own country, but kniow
own people. There is a rnotVo which was described by
of old am having corne from Ileaven, ' Know thyý-elf,'

I would say Vo Canadians that a good proverb for Canada
oni. that would rnake for national unity and liarrnoniy i$
ow eaoh other? " Mr. L-emieux's worda bring us baek
he day. of the French pioneers in the first centuriem of

Thi. French occupation of Canada began, continued, and
,d in disaster. Frornthe year Cartier first wintered on
kdian soil until the French occupation for Al practical pur-
15 oeaSed, after the battie of the Plains of Abraham, on
.nmber l3th., 1759, the story is one of an almoot conitinuai
s of loses, mistâkes, and mishape. Many perished f ront
eur, hunger, and disease in the flrst attexnpts to plant
iging settlernents and trading posts. More periahed
the. tomahawk, scalping knife, and torch of the
am The country was rarely free laVer on, either frorn
with the Iroquois or other tribes, or invasion from thie
iah colonies, or internal issnsons, ialadiniistrat-

and pillaging by high officers. Plagues, pestilences,
famines often reduced the. scanty population Vo thi.


