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EDUCATIONAL OPINION.

Teachers, as a body, Lave i nn ilmerable roblems of

tuilcation to, i-oiv, and tht-st problenis are of vast

importance hiotl tu the- profession andto the com-

ninnity. T, ket-p attentioin fixed toi tht-se problems,

toi heid iî art utlt-s to ti row I ighit iipoii thern, to aid

ly h int, Crititusm, dîiscIls-iuiî, cornmentary, or other-

wîise in thîtir soilutionî, is thc turuper w'ork of educa-

tional jouornaiý i n the- iîîtt-rcit of 1 rogress and reform.

-Professiotual teaclîing should be considered as irn-

portanit for a tcaclît-r as for a doctor or a lawyer. Lt

us su coi-itîtrt-d in Ontario, New Brunswick, and ail

t-utilt rit-s wilîi stand highi ed cationaliy. 0f the

teaciitrs of tiîis provice oniy twenty per cent hold

normîal scliott di1 iioras. Hlalifax shows about twenty-

ive l-ietr cent. W hile a normai school training does

îîot liv atîv nians implY a snccessfnl telicher, yet the

atlýabtage I's veîi great. The excellent systen -in

\ ogîte îvith the sistt-rs of chîaîity, of the selection of

tht, fi ttest aiid thlie continuai elimnîiîatîon of the unfit,

niakes it aliost impos-sible for a pocir teacher to corne

fi-orn thîcir î-anks. vet even they would pr-ofit by an

eniargenient of thiîîr mental hor-izon, by having the-

citiîce of tt-aching added to their l_ ratit-ai skill and

admirable discipline. * * * Many towns find it

profitable to have special training-schools for their

own teachiers. Lt hias occnrred te me that for the

benetut of those now st-ttlu'l ini the pr-ofession in Hali-

fax, such an institutioni mighit bc started here, the-

variuns subjects inipdgg bcing taught by sucli

mnen as lProf. atirgiProf. Seth, Prin cipial Mac-

jlÇay and otiiers. At ail events 1 arn firrnly convinced

tiat 1L ie Limne bas cumle after \ui h nu p-,sr should

lt_ ai nittcd ilîto the teachuing profession perrnanently

j,,i tIouit a substatitial guarantee of professioîîal know-

led gt an d practical ski il-SîîeiS IMcKay, Huilifýax.

Ii esponse to a cîircuýar issued in Jannary, 18S,

classes wcî'c formed for the stitly of the Tonic Soi-fa

Svsteni. Abuout scvciîty (0) teachers gained a know-

lt-tge of the svsLein. CUnt-r tht- authority of the-

talur'cuîmittet-, arrang-melts were made hy

wiiich tiiose able to, tt-ach niusic exchangt-d work at

statutl intervals with thoi-e xiho were lt-ss fortunatc

il that resipt-ct. As a consciquttnce there are now

5,315 plipils lcaring tt- rt-at music in our schools.

It wili be satisfactory foi' you te, be informed that th e

conneil of public Instruction lias endoîsed. the i-ystein

and. tilat Tunie Sul-fit is regularly tanght in thie pro

vint-i ai n mode 1  seliuuls.- Sip' iu ltahy,

lu(i ii,I.l'


