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this. Coçrectness and clearness, closély, allied
qualities appealing to the understandin g, are the
flrst essentials, and'the only two of which it wilI be
practicable to treat in these short papers. Tht
other two qualities, force, and case, or elegance,
those qualities wbich appeal to the feelings and to
the taste, demand more.elaborate treatinent. They
depend more upon the natural gifts oftht student;
they are very much more matters of degree; and
may be developed further and further after
absolute correctness and clearness have been
attained. But correctness and clearness must corne
flrst. How are they to k taugit ?

The first questions to decide upon are. What
subjects shail we choose to set? and, How shaîl we
set themn?

To write with clearness necessitates knowledge
of tht subject matter. This admission narrows our
choice of subjects.

Untilsome degree of skill and confidence in
wniting correctly and clearly lias been attaintd, ail
subjects should ke maters Of the pupill's own
knowedge. His subject matter will be drawn f romn
books (or oral lessons) and from lis own observa-
ticon sudexperience. Do sot set him, at >frt, to
hunting up new factsini strange books, or to
observing sonething that he has never noticed
before, or to ..ag.i..i1g an unknown -experience, or,
toarrngin refletionswhich ht lias not made on
a subject which dots sot interest him. Let hlm
not b. worried about what he shail write, and at
tii. mmr tinte about how lie shaU write 1L Rather
ket, hm practiS e Wrting about wliat he lias a1ready
studied in.school, or is thoroughly famiiar with in
his every day life. If he bas been studying, r. g.,
E01glish or Canladian history, and lias the defeat of
the Spa"is Armada. or tht voyages of Cartier, at
l4ls fingersends, don't ask him to write on the battit

fMarathon or tht explorations of the' Congo.
If le lives in a seaport town, andi can tell you ýal
about how an ocean steaznhip cornes to lier- dock,
doa't tell him to -take for his seat ' composition tht
Points Of' différence between a f rog and a toad.
Wh.n he cannot wr ite baif a page correctly about
tht List base balgaine, or how he went fishing,
wait, for a while before you ask hlmte descrîbe lis
flrst voyage in au airship. Andi don't force him to
set down 'a string of Platitudes and quotations

aottht influence Of- Shakespere,. until lie can tel
you clearlY on Paper why lie liked the last b" h le
reat, or why lie would 'grather go to the circus
Oha read any book."t

In, other words, don't aItem>t t. m jç
gain nq Os f in formation, or tA. nulysù.g ef O
sios, t44Ih the brgionnings 0flfilrnùsA. t. iw

History and literature wiIl supply phsty of md
jects for practice in narration aWd-Sogg«W
artistic description, white science- ltoo. w
furnish ýmaterial for exact or scientific e dutipde
and simple explanation.

But noue but familiar topiez should be M4 lm
no forms but simple narration aMW .ar$I
quired, until the more glar« ingstaloin la pu
and construction and the fasa of ,
ambiguity and obscurity have boom largsly 0M
Corne.

Flaving thus restricted our dhoic of sd*ow
how shali we uet thcrn? At firit, sot olY "W
the material be supplied, but the.araOU mq
proportion should be indicated. sug»o.
after the history of England in thtrlgeI
flrst two Georges lias been studied,1 I t
class a history contposition, I setfo
'*The Jacobite Rebellios"

I Say to the chan,"In wrltlng au*coe
war, 6ive points'Must be mnie du, bo
Who were fightng? Wheére? Wheo? WI
the chef events ii the strugge? NW w
final resut ? Or Mor brlei, Wh.?
When ? Wby ? With' what -remit?(N ,

this saine analysis, with dka1
struggle of any kind, r. léTi#
Slavery, The PFli à of the -Refora UL
on with my intutin:"o. wlu Md
on u afl e points about the Jw0eiw
on sucli and sudh,pages of. your hlstoq,.
paragrapli about the Rebellhpof, in$
nearly, or about, twice as kSntoen ti.>
Of 1745; MnOtmrethan a #or in 1k
in your 'own words, flot the oe~
book, and foilow the. order dtb I 'bu
Begin the second p.arph wiàb aao,
ing its connection with theq fifat!'. (I
class, 1 should suggest orne or. w .
e. g., "not discouraged by th*fr fuie~1
jacobites, etc., or, ".Tht risimg Of £1~
last attempt to restore the. Stuérto *8

1 go on: "Yoný will corne
write this in sclool from nuMIorM
may be,"You wlwreit îat to ý
your history and no other boiWks!'3

1 then'allow two or three * Ues ij
to ask questions, if ýthey wai tm W Th
May be on the subjeci matter, or OS * MM


