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Western Power Company of

Canada Limited

For
Power, Heat and Light Rates

Apply CONTRACT DEPARTMENT
Carter-Cotton Building

Phone, Sey. 3520. VANCOUVER, B.Z<.

ERLING H. GISKE

AUDITOR AND
COST ACCOUNTANT

1104 DOMINION BLDG. VANCOUVER, B, C.

The Union Steamship Company of B. C. Limited

Frequent and regular sailings to all settlements, log-
ging camps and canneries on the Northern B. C. Coast.
For full information as to freight and passenger rates
and times of sailing, apply to
Head Office on Wharf, foot of Carrall Street
Phone Seymour 806

Mill,

Inspection of Steel and
Reinforced Concrete
Structures

Shop and Field

Inspections and
Appraisals

Inspection of Bridges, ete.

Inspection of Timber and
Lu

Organizers for Efficiency

BY AN ALL-CANADIAN
ERer: ORGANIZATION
Appraisals of Industries

Estimates, Surveys,
Valuations, etc.

Consult us on your Industrial Problems
Correspondence Invited

Temporary Management

Britis Columbia Inspection and Appraisal Company, limited

STANDARD BANK BUILDING
Vancouver; B.C.

Telephone, Seymour 987 Temporary Office, Room 1004

GANADIAN |7+ — CANADIAN
NATIONAL {Ilumt ll;“;e of J‘Xmm‘:}: NATIONAL
RAILWAYS | at belongs 10 RAILWAYS

Daily Trains to
EDMONTON, SASKATOON, WINNIPEG, TORONTO,

MONTREAL, ST. JOHN, HALIFAX
and intermediate points.

Connections for
CENTRAL AND EASTERN STATES
Nine Month Tours

9:00 am,......5....LEAVE VANCOUVER..........9:00 a.m.
New Equipment. Choice of Routes.
For further particulars apply to
TOURIST AND TRAVEL BUREAU
605 Hastings Street West Vancouver, B.C.
or GENERAL PASSENGER DEPARTMENT

THE SOLVING OF THE PROBLEM

The Tax Reform League of Bastern Canada has becomé
imbued with the idea of single tax and has forwarded to &
large number of the citizens of Canada a circular entitled
“Solving of the Problem.’”” In this western country, par
ticularly on the Pacifie Coast, we understand from persond
knowledge the operations of the single tax better than our
cood friends in the BEast and the single tax will not solve
housing question, nor the high cost of living. So far as we
can see nothing will effect the high cost of living exceP
work applied to the processes of production. The logica
end of land tax is land nationalization. We do not knoW
whether this idea has come to the notice of the Tax Refor®
League or not.

. At any rate
It follows:

There are three problems before the Canadian
today upon the solution of which the future prosperity ©
the country depends. They are:

1. The Housing Question.

2. The High Cost of Living.

3. The raising of revenue sufficient to provide for
debt and national expenditures.

All these questions are intimately related to our syste®
of taxation.

In order clearly to establish this relationship let vk
consider some effects of our present system. 1st—O0W
municipalities are forced by our system of assessment an
taxation to penalize the building of every dwelling by hea?y
taxation. The value and consequently the price of a of
upon which to build is inereased by every public expendl'
ture for public service. By a vicious interpretation of ol
tax laws by the Assessors, the vacant lot is assessed 2
much less than the value demanded by the owner from .
would-be user, thus making it easy to keep it vacant uﬂtf
the owner can get his price. This increases the amount ?
capital necessary to build houses and restricts supply II;
addition to this it is the custom of assessors, regardless °
the law to assess land built on, at a higher rate than simild
vacant land and this, with the high assessment on improve'
ments, is one of the chief factors in causing the pI'eSen
shortage of houses. ‘

Ind—~Greater production will greatly help solve Fhe
problem of the High Cost of Living. Everyone is bem_g
called upon to ‘‘Produce-Produce-Produce,”” and yet every
producer is handicapped by special taxation. When it 3%
remembered that a tax upon any labor product is virtualli
an additional cost of production which with a profit on *
tax enters into the selling price, it is easily seen, that 0110
of the quickest ways to decrease the cost of living is b
repeal all taxes upon things made by industry. 0

3rd—Our public debt is over $2,000,000,000 and th,
interest required, together with pensions and other Gover
ment expenditure, necessitates a revenue of about $35.0’
000,000 a year. How is this to be raised without increi’f’sm‘a
the already intolerable burden of taxation to which %
people are now subjected? To inerease the tariff would bis
to increase these burdens and it is very doubtful if ths
would not reduce rather than inerease our revenue. 4y
alredy shown any inereased taxation on things produc?d. g
labor will add to their price and increase the cost of 1iviee!
thus making a sufficiently difficult situation impossible. . g

The solution of the three-fold problem lies in the taxﬁl
of land values and the utilization of such of our nat”
resources as are not yet alienated. Land is the only ¥5.
which ean be taxed without inereasing its selling price. “yo
to tax land is to make it harder to keep unused, and tig
higher the tax the lower will be the selling price qnd 10
this way the high taxation now necessary, if apphed
Jand, can be made a benefit instead of a burden. pis

Land, the gift of the Almighty, for the use of all the
children, upon which all must live and from whic%. .4
subsistance of all is drawn, has been largely monOPOIIZﬂe
and those who use it productively are heavily taxed, Wy

the circular is thoughtful and stimulating
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those who neither use it themselves nor permit others. '
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