
'Sigls ot' the Times.

T HIE chroniciers tell ns that at the close of the first thon-
sand years of the Christian era the end of the world

'a confidentiy expected. Wild legends ef signs ini the
%kies, terrible portents, were circnlated arneng the peoples.
Men' 8 miinds xveîe troubled, and the resuit xvas tliat religtious
fervour 'vas excited and the Crusades followed. Ini another
Cenitury from now the second thousand years of the present
era ivill have expired. Again the signs of the times ar'd ap-
peale(l to as evidence of the approaching end of ail things.
SuPeî.ilatni.al appearances are not now adînitted as aiîiong
these signs. Among civilized races naturai phenomena are
nlow traced to their rational cause. The appearance of a coin-
et nlo longer is said to foreteli a war. A succession of hlood
red sunsets, denotes the presence of volcanic dnst in the air,
14 does not porten(l the. iiîupending niurder of somne king.
TO the modemn philosopher a broken ,looking glass mieans at
brokeîîoii gga~ and is not as it was a sigil of approachi
ing death. "M

But thieie are somie social and psychological indicationîs
Whieh certainly do inake thinking mien uneasy. To survey
Iliankiiid from, China to Peru is no easy task, but somne char-
ftcteristics stand ont se proiniently ini the present condition
o)f the xverld that they canniot bc ignoî'ed. The first sympton
that Causes uneasiness is the chasun betxveeni wealth and(
Poverty. Between -Dives and Lazarus theî'e iw a great gulf
fxed. The inequality is the more feit becanse the poorer
classes are hetter educated and bettet' able to uîîderstand
what advantages wealtî grives. li former times the lowci'
orders as a mile, if iîot contenited with their lot, xvere so
hopeîess of changre that tbey did not attempt to strike.
When they did i t xvas like wild animnais, nlot like human
helng. The risings of the peasants in France in the

Uliddle at(es called the .Jacquee, and in England under
ift a ye were exaîiîpies. Up to a hnndred years ago

ifarising did take place it became a butchiery and in the
elld it was crnshied. But the successful resuit of the
Frlench lievolution furnishied an object lesson. It lost paît
of itS4 Moral force when the ambition of the great Napoleon
ifduced hini to atternpt to enslave ail other nations. Tlme

re.s'uît was, in the end, grood. Hie awoke national sentiment,
4iid we sec to-day united Germany, united Jtaly two
gl'eat nations entirely recenstrncted since bis time. Spain
preserxed her iniividuality and reinained inîtact. ln these
limtiolns the poorer clases, finding that thîey hiave established
ther nationalityvsagainst fo.eigners are now tnmning their
'eiint lietcdfiuti h despotic mile of
ftisem' or king bas ended. The arbitraî'y rule of aristocracy

18 rapidîx' closing. XVere it niot for the German patriotic
fem fpossible external attack the social systein of that

em11pire would soon be cbanged. But the miap of Europe is
"110j nieans finaliy blotted ont. The French stili consider

-Alsace and Lorraine theirs. They wili neyer be content until
tbey get thein back. That they will attempt to recovem'

these Provinces is as sure as that to-mom'ow xiii succeed
to.da That hybrid production, the Austro-Ilungarian

enpire, Nviiî not stand. The Geminan Provinces, of Aus-
tria will goback to Germany where tlîey rîaturaliy belong.
T'le ea8t Coast of the Adriatic is the cry of the licdia

iI~pplaparty. The Austrian Emperoi' xvill be once more
le Emiperor of the East. The Turks xviii be driven

4ack out of Europe and the seat of the Eastern Empire trans-
ferred from Vienna to Constantinople. Before this settie-

tuient i8 inade Rus.sia will bave sometbing te say. For
twentY Years the Great Bear bas been asleep. Wbat xvill be
h' 'flOve wben lie xvakes up ? XVjli it he te find that his

0'children are tearing hirn, or wiil it he to find that the
ru 114ia and Austrian cagles are picking binm to pieces?

<~Engiand, with bier xidely exten(led line of colonies and
ependencies bas also bier anxieties. A chain is no stronger

t5 eakest link and there are manY xeklnsi h

eh" fEngiand's strength. Her. most secure possession

rQi,,h totikof and guard against before tbey decide on a
give lne of action.

o ie g ail these politicai contingencies the cause

nit tbj very grPat.
() hscontinent the difficuities seelin social flot politi-

I~l n Europe they are both social and political, and Eng-
8.150 shares both kinds.
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Social troubles arise fromn too great wvealth as well as
too littie wealth. The corruption and vice among the
wealthier classes in our age hiave had their parallel ini earlier
bines. Most striking passages from Hlorace or Juvenal
can be reproduced exactly depicting the immoralities of
nmodern lif e. Lucretius describes the unrest and discontent

which to-day accoînpany the possession of wealth. From the
works of these inen and fromn other authors we are able to
judge v'ery accurately of the state of societv in the Romnan
Empire ât its hieighth. It wouid be hard to find two periods
more alike in their chîaracteristics than those days and
Our own.

On this continent, in the older settled parts of the
UJnited States and in some of the Western cities where great
wealth lias sliddenly accumulated, discouraging symptomns
of rottenness are but too evident. Jn such communities,
wherever situate, the mîen appear to he 'largely thieves
and the womnen chiefly prostitutes.

The poorer classes know of these things. They have been
taught and they biave the newspaper press. Ihey know thieir
power. Here is the cause of the terrible strikes which have
occurred ini the United States during the last few years.
That the'e xvili be more of thein nobody can doubt. The
first time they xvere put (Iown by police, tien l)y special
detective forces withi rifles, then by infantry regirnents of
mnilitia, and iatterly by cavairy and artillery. Tlîat is sitting
on the safety valve with a vengeance, and1 it xviii lot stop
the explosion.

Another bad sign is the selfislbness of poli tic ians -aiiy-
thin' to inake a point. The debates in the United States
Senate and the delays ini settling their fiscal policy are at-
tributable more than anything else to the utter want of
what rnay he called officia] morality in the memrbers of Ain-
merican legisiative bodies. This country is not without
this taint, but it has not become here a inatter of course.

Beyond and above all these causes for uneasiness corne
the increase of population, the comipetition, the desire to
enjoy as necessaries wiîat but a few years ago xvere unknown
luxuries. The rush to the cities and the desertion of the
fields follow. Where is it ail to end ?i The pessimiist finds
mucli to mnake iîn doubt. The optiinist, especiaily if lie is
a truc born Briton, has a happy-go.lucky confidence that it
wiil comie out ail rigbit in the end. But if ever there was at
time for us in this country to set our bouse in order and try
and keep oui' skirts clear, it is now. Happy are the people
who have no history. If history mneans what secîns likely
to, happen any day ini Europe or across the line, mnay we
Canadians have just as littie of it in thîe future as ini the
past. R.E K.

'l'le Uevoit Xgaiiîst 1)ecadeluee.

I T is a curions reflection that the pessimi.stic note of the
latter day novel niay in part be accounted for by the

simple fact that human beings are bô'rn with ten fingeis and
ten toes. But, according to the evolutionist, it is owing te,
this provision of nature that we have adopted the decimal
systein of notation, and, as a resuit of this system, we
reckon our timie hy centuries, and the nineteenth century is
drawing to a close. Although the division is purely arbi-
trary it has given rise to a number of catch phrases, such as
"fin de siècle," Ildying century," and the like, ail of xvhichi

have had an influence-purely ephemeral, let us hope-on
the tone of modern thought and modern literature. And,
just as the prases thernselves cropped up somnewhiat preinature-
lIV, so the reaction has set in, and the txvilight of a f alse
dawn beg-an to gliminer, a littie before the tinie appointed by
the alrnanacs for the commencement of a new era. The
ilineteenth century is dying, says the new scbool, and it is
time that the false old creeds, the outworn old superstitions,
should die too. Marriage is a blunder, virtue is a slavish ad-
herence to conventionalisin, the love of nature, of open air,
of out-door lîfe, is a retrogression to barbarisrn, in fact flot
only is Pan dead, but by this time hie stînketh. The women
we have worshipped, the women our mothers were, and our
sisters are, are an artistic mistake ; they are not the true
type, so away with them, and set up in their place the real
tbing, the weman witb a past. the Second Mrs. Tanqueray,
Norah Helmer, the Notorious -Mrs. Ebbsmith!

It is a truism that if von only reiterate an assertion of-
ten and authoritatively enough, soniebody will be found to
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