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sBerated,  This is inevitable, and much
ﬁbenee must be made for it. But it must
%f(”'gotten that the very existence of the
%ﬁey to exaggeration is to a certain
*san indication of the reality of the state
i, S which is the subject of the exaggera-
MMen do not readily accept and pass on
oul Wn‘ pictures of a state of opinion or
y %nng which is in itself contrary to the obser-
o mn and experience of their own daily lives.
= \‘lﬁ We find considerable numbers of persons,
M Y regarded as reliable, ready to believe
*¥ch and such things are going on in the
wsnity, it may generally be considered
L) orl .that there is a substratum of truth
s Ying their impressions.
%L in importance to the fact of the exis-
ot an abnormal degree of political unrest
_ Question as to its cause. On this point
ﬁe‘:‘n at the present time be no serious
Mii;oi"[nce of opinion. The cause is almost
iy COmmercial. The popular discontent,
}i::ver degrec it exists, has its origin in
“Slactory trade conditions and prospects.
t& ® outcome of business depression. In
“"h8 and cities the complaint is of the
N, of money and consequent dullness of
":’ i;o‘uAInong the farmers and tradesmen in
ftry.  where the outery is probably
i . 5;::16 low prices for products, resulting,
~TPIR to he generally believed, from the
Wriey B0 accessible warket for many of the
% h’"“ bulkier staples, form the burden
:ﬁ% Mentation, Everywhere, in town and
iy the emphasis is laid upon the lack of
M:ert and the consequent necessity
%re:akmg the young people of all classes
8 and hundreds, to seek their fortunes
the lines.”

=

o
- Might bhe amusing were the case less

ho.;;: to listen to the varied tones of re-
; 5: o afl"i(%e and consolation which are used
oW ity of D classes of philosophers. ‘* Your
mWeet, ‘rlng are too luxurious,” say some
S Mg b‘ “You must put away your hand-
= Ex‘;ou, ‘un‘mlts, your fine furniture, your
- Mbe, 8d be content to live as did your
5% " fore you. Return to the coarse
s B enn and the rough waggons which were
: qu beg?ugh for them and your difficulties
vy | N to disappear.” Others refuse to
They

R the reality of the troubles.
: 8me for whatever discontent they
: O tf' admit upon the *“ Grit " agitators
By, Mists qnd croakers. Others again
g '%‘;oi d:‘t‘ferers that times of depression
gy, ¢, and that people of the same
: 'diﬂic nlt_"ceupations elsewhere are in simi-
b .thglea. Miserable comforters are they
e ‘ho.e‘t least as they are unable to con-
M‘"\c Whom they address that the present

L Thay {:’“_n"t be amended.
M:m’ 0;‘;"85‘ us to the crucial point, the
%'Y(ith “tmedy The impression is grow-
\'&"‘tm nishing rapidity that the most
b
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l.;’:leedof.diﬂicult;y is removable, and
% B iy, {hls to be found in better trade
' We are gy ¢ gr(?at nation to the South—
%Pll ate, ering in consequence of the un-
Yote ge o PPt Which is being made to di-

e m "
: :&h w ercially from ‘¢ the continent to
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te;l:?;g'- That stock phrase has
% it, ang il it seems almoat like irony to
e of 4, . YV it is but the simplest expres-

i “"hiag to :‘;Onomio truth-—a truth which

oY Speg realized more clearly every
“M f‘llly by the farmers. Statements
L time to time by those who are

" the country’s best blood.
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supposed to be in the confidence of the Gov-
ernment, and even by some members of it, to
the effect that their faith is not shaken in the
efficacy of the ‘¢ National Policy,” and that
they are more disposed to strengthen than to
weaken it. We venture to predict that Sir
John Thompson and some of his more far-see-
ing colleagues will embrace wiser counsels:
They can hardly fail to perceive what is becom-
ing obvious to many of their supporters, that
the ** National Policy” is rapidly falling into
discredit, and that, unless very materiaily and
promptly modified, its days are numbered.
Tt has failed to procure the reciprocity which
was alleged to be its first object. It has
failed to supply the sufficient home market
which was to make us independent of the
foreign. It has failed to promote immigra-
tion, or to check the debilitating outflow of
" Every day’s observation but convinces us
the more firmly of the truth of what we have
before said, that the new Premier has a great
opportunity before him, if he has but the
foresight and courage to grasp it. Freer
trade with the continent is the first great need
of the country. 1t will not bring the commer-
cial millenium, but it will infuse new life into
our most productive industries and new cour-
age and hope into many of our despondent
citizens. Bow shall it be obtained? Com-
mercial union the people have declared pretty
emphatically they will not have at the price
proposed, and we have seen no indication of a
change f feeling in this respect. Political
union is abhorrent to a large and influential
class of our population, unacceptable to the
great majority, and desired or tolerated in
thought by a growing minority only for the
sake of the commercial advantages it would
bring. But there is another and a more ex-
cellent way by which safe and salutary pro-
gress can be made in this direction, which is
entirely within our ower, and which involves
no sacrifice of princ. le. Our Government and,
Parliament can begin by promptly lowering the
tariff wall on our own side of the line. By sc
doing they would not only promote trade with
the Mother Country, but relieve our own peo-
ple of some of their oppressive burdens, even
were there no hope of response from our
neighbours. But more than all, there is every
reason to hope that with the incoming of &
President and Congress pledged to tariff re-
form in the Unxited States, the example set by
us would be speedily followed by them. The
following from the New York World, an in-
fluential organ of the Democratic party, is
commended to the serious consideration of all
concerned. It is full of suggestiveness :—

The Montreal Gazette, the leading Conser-
vative organ of the Dominion, is very strongly
of the opinion that Mr. Cleveland’s adminis-
tration will increase the freedom of commer-
cial intercourse between Canada and the
United States, and will do it through the
modification of tariff laws rather than by the
jug-handled reciprocity policy which prevails in
our relations with South American countries.
The Gazette has a very creditable notion of
Democratic policy. If it will convince the
leaders of its own party that tariff rates should
be lowered on its own side of the border, it
will aid in bringing about the end.

THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE.

President Harrison’s message to Congress
is remarkable for its assumptions and for its
Asthe assumptions have chiefly to

assertions.

“referred to by name.
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do with the tariff issue, an issue in regard to
which the nation has just declared its loss of

. faith in the conclusions based upon them, the

best answer will be afforded in the trial of the
new system to which he appeals. Should the
adoption of a revenue tariff, other conditions
being equal, result in the diminution of wages,
and the other many and serious national disas-
ters which it is insinuated rather than predicted
will follow, the American people will not be
slow to perceive it and we Canadians may profit
by the object lesson unless we decide in the
meantime to try the same experiment for our-
selves. All parties can, therefore, afford to
let such implications as that the rate of wages
in the United States, measured by their ability
to procure for the labourer the necessaries and
comforts of life, are very much higher than
those of other countries, afid that the protective
tariff is the cause of this difference, stand until
such time as facts may speak for themselves,
From the economical point of view, the inter-
nal history of the United States during the
period of Cleveland’s presidency will be a
most interesting study for the whole civilized
world. Very important results, too, especially
for Canada, will depend upon it. Should the
experiment of tariff reduction, to which the
incoming Administration stands pledged, be
happily followed by a period of increasing
prosperity, as there is good reason to expect
if such reduction is judiciously made, it may
safely be predicted that the growth of a popular
sentiment which will ultimately demand, in
terms not to be misunderstood or denied,
absolute free trade with all the world, will not
be long in being developed.

But by far the most remarkable paragraphs
in the Message are those in which Canada is
It would be diffioult to
find & parallel to the bitterness of tone of this
considerable portion of the address, in the
language held by the responsible rulers of any
nation in modern times towards any neighbour-
ing people, save in the case either of actual
war or diplomatic relations verging on war.
The President seems not only to have forgctten
the requirements of international courtesy but
to have allowed his voice to ascend from the
tone of -dignity befitting the representative
head of a great nation almost to the high pitch
of the angry scold. Democratic bluntness
degenerates on his lips into petulant denuncia-
tion. .

There certainly can be nothing in the rela-
tions of the two countries to justify such an
attack. It lacks both the dignity and the
magnanimity which should be characteristic of
one of the mightiest nations in Christendom.
We are glad to believe that the feeling it rep-
resents is not Shared—we are quite certain
that the language will not be approved—by
many of Mr. Harrison’s most influential
supporters. None the less there is danger
that such words falling from the lips of the
Chief Magistrate may do much to inteBsify a
feeling of unfriendliness which unhappily
exists among certain classes on both sides of
the international boundary. Such a result
would be mischievous and deplorable. As we
have often said, whatever destiny the fates
may have in store for Canada, or for the United
States, it is inevitable that the people of the
two countries shall live side by side through
all the futurs. Therefore the best intereats of
both, as well as the highest moralconsiderations,
demand that they shall live on the most
friendly and harmonious terms. Whatever




