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The Qun of sheba.

(i. Kingu x; 1-13 Matt. il ;4-.
The Queen of Sheba vas one efthe celebrated ladies ofantiquity.

In addition te the favorable notices whicli we have of lier in the
lBie, a great many legendsanad traditions have corne down te us
from remoe times respcting lier. In the Koran of the Moham-
medans, for example, there is a curious chapter about ber. These
legendsanad traditions prove, at least, that lier fame extended far
amd wide tlirougliout the old nation of thie Eastern world. And it
la a very rernarkable fact tht lier visit to Solomon la the only event
in the listory of that famous Hebrev monarcli that is recorded i
the. New Testament. The place called Sheba of which this cele-
brated lady vas Quéen vas undoubtedly situated in tbe Southeru
part of Arabia. Josephus, the. Jewish HIistorian, says she vas
Queetu of Egypt and Ethiopia. But this la certainly a mistake on
the part of joseplius. The. Kingdom of Sheba derived its name
froin Sheba, oeeof the descendants of Sliem, who settled in South
Arabia,,ass ve learn (rom th Book of Genesis, and the Arabic geo-
graphers. This corresponds vlth vhat eur Savlour says of the.
place viiere this distinguislied severeign reignied. lHe'speks ef
ber as the Quen 0f the. South," amd says that she carne (rom the
uttermoa part of the. eartii te hear the wisdom MofSolomon. Her

in perscu te visit the Hebrew sage and ebtala frein him the dsired
information. The. distance, as the erov fies, (rom the .outhern
shores ef Arabla toe wCity cf jerusalern weuld bc about ro
miles. To us wholve in an geof fst andeasy travel onland
and sea, that distance means only a plessant cutlug. But to the
Aral>ian Queen it meant many days, aye weeks, of tlresone travel-
ing witii a long, siov.movlug train of eauels ever sandy plains,
and rugged mountains, and unbrldged rivers, rarely varied by a
verdaut oasis, or a fertile vafley. But lier energy eofeliaracter vas
fuliy equal te the arduons uudertakiug. It carried lier aféy
thuough ail intervening obstacles from lier hiome ln the distant
South luto the preseuce of the vise King, Solezucu,

It is sometimes thouglit, and e-ven said, that energy of character
la the exclusive lieritage of thie sterner sex Lordi Lytton bas said,
Il A woman's noblest station is retreat. " But this oft queted state-
ment must b. received with ceusiderable znodification. Iu the
quietude of home, and the abode of grief, woman is doubtlessaa
mistering angel lu a noble sphere of duty. But when occasion re-
quires, sh. often exhibits equal aptitude for mnore public and arduous
spheres of usefuluesa When Napoleon vas told that there vas no
roadcover thieAlps by which he could lead hisarmy into Italy he
lieroically replied ; 1<«If there lu no road I will unsie oue." But I
tluink Deborali vas quit. as beroic as Napeleon vli.n slie stood at
thbe lead of the Israellte army and vanqulalied the peverful Canan-
ites led on by Jabir and Sisera. And mc vas Maria Theresa cf
Austria of vliom Carlyle lias ssld that alie vas Ilmout brave, bigli
and pious miuded ; beautiful, toc, radiant witli good nature,
tliough of a temper that will easily catch fire " And mc vas jean
of Arc, Ilthe. Maid of Orleans," and many otiiers of tw he fisex
equally famed ln histcey for indomitable euergy and perseveranco
lu the aecouiplisliment of noble purpeses. We cannot but admire
the energy of character attributed te the heroine of Siieba in the.
inspired narrative.

lier teachable disposition, inmy estimation, la quit. sscoxnmend-

tenth cbapter of the First Bock of Kiug., (rom the. 4tli ote w th
verse. No language could express more clearly lier higli appreci-
atien eoftthe advantsgesansd privileges enjoyed by Solomnon anddbis
people, as oompared vitli the advantages ami privileges v]hicli ah.
aid her people enjeyed lu Arabia. Especially did she appreciate
higbly the opportunity cf kncviug aid worshipping the one living
and true God as conpared with the idolatry that vas prae*ised i
lier own country. And of course e must bear lu mind that this
vas the time lu Soiowpon's histbry viien he vas iu the. height of
bis piety and prosperity, and before he began te vander away from
the. patha of rectitude and duty. This characteristicof the Sabaean
Queeu, 3k. thte thers whicli I have mentioed is very notevwthy.
Wlien the celebrat.d Hugli Miller vas knovu only as 1'the atone
masen cf Crormarty, eue of bis companleus tvltted him as being a
liero-worslilpper. The pungent and prophetlc reply cf the. future
great geologist vas:. «INo man ever becanie great who vas net an
admirer of greatness.Y The Queen of Sheba'. admiration cf
the greatus ot Solomon, ami hlm surroundinga la an evi-
dence that she liad in lierseif the elements of true greatues. And
lias not the observation a lesson lu it for ourselves ? Al the privi-
leges aid advantages enjoyed Iby Solomnon, and bis people cannot
bear a moment's comparison vitli the privileges aid the advan-
tages wliicli ve enjoy as a Christian people. The Churcli and the
verld have made immense progress during the nesrly 3000 years
that have rolled avay since the days of Soiomon and the Qucen cf
Sheba. Tiie great King in jerusaleas lived merely lu the dira tvi-
ligt ; ve live iun*the lear, unclouded, gospel day. W. may say,
especially as cempared vith multitudes vho have net a tithe ef our
privileges aid advantages, 1'The lunes are fsllen unto us in pleas-
aut places ; yea we have a goodly lieritage.» W. have oux Sab-
bath, and or raneturies, aid our schools, and cur colleges, and
cur- Bibles, and benevoleut institutions, ami the means of grace,
aid the liepes of giory. And certsluly the beautiful exemple of
the. Queei 0f the South may weli 'remind us 0f the deep gratitude
vhleli ve ove te eux bountiful Benefaetor for the apeil tokens of
Ris faveur vhic e bwlas bestoved on us. The. areat English poet
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