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THE SITUATION.

Mr. Nicholas Smith, American consul at
bree Rivers, is a fish who loves to revel in
Muddy waters, and he seems to have the
%&pacity of making any water turbid. Inp
lla.rion and un-consul-like fashion, he
Caricatured in a report to his own Govern-
::en.t, the people of the town where be i8
Ationed, representing them as having 8
OFTor of soap, fresh air and cleanliness
Eeerally; ag dirty in their houses and
weu Persons ; and adding that as the town
% & sample of Quebec Province, the
. Mited States conld not too rigidly quarsan-
U againgt Canada. The whole report
jo;s 8 burlesque, such as any licensed
inde; Without official responsibility might
ma; ge in, if his wit happened to be of &
'80ant type; but it was unworthy
Ser % representative or a responsible
V80t of g4 great government. Bub
°u8h all this must be allowed, and
nat;ndlgnation of the Trifluvians was only
it tal, one of their modes of expressing
ct;ng ]e‘ breaking of the windows of the
cuse; ate, cannot be commended or ex-
looa] . er. Smith's expulsion from the
orm e ub_‘""ﬂ not undeserved, but any
Tepr, hof violence towards him must be
ine oended. Besides, the window-break-

In
plias:a:dpmcisely the thing that would
8rounq ofr. Smith best; it gave him a

complaint without suffering the

lngg .
TiVenience of a real injury.

S:Shs?um-e of public income in Ontario,
the !nea,lt will eventually dry up, tends in
of ﬁ!nb:tlme toincreagse. The recent sale
liong of dt to tht? smount of about two mil-
me ¢, t‘l’]n&!s 1s a windfall such as did not
timeg, The relxef-of Government in former
ty, it pr ough timber belongs to the real-
O‘Ditglp Oceeds have not been treated as
OVGm;nelther by the Dominion or any local

o ent, ) When the Government of
. Was in its infancy, THE MONETARY
Contended in vain that the receipta

from land sales should be capitalized. If
this could not be accomplished then, the
hope of capitalizing the proceeds of the
timber branch now may well be regarded
as desperate. . Anotherjquestion in connec-
tion with these sales is whether the logs,
if exported, sbould be subjected to an export
duty. The Provincial Government cannot
levy such & duty; the only thiug it can do
is to make it a condition that the logs shall
be manufactured in Capada. This resolu-
tion was once enforced, but the experience
was not such as to recommend its repeti-
tion. The effect of such a requirement is to
exclude American buyers, or at least reduce
their number, and consequently to lower
the price received. From a revenue point
of view, this is unwise. Some Awmer-
joan buyers gave large prices at the late
sales, and their biddings swelled the total
amount of the purchase money. Timber
ijs a product of which the price tends to
increase ; and though it is true that, in
the Southern States, the Americans possess
abundant sources of valaable pine, it is of
a kind that will not serve all purposes and
will not supersede the necessity which the
States are now under of obtaining supplies
of Canadian pine. They are destined in
this respect to occupy the same position
that England does in regard to her supplies

of food.

Interested persons in England are trying
to procure & general restriction against cat-
tle entering the country in the form of a con-
dition that cattle should only be admitted
for the purpose of immediate slaughter.
The argument is, that as this course was
pursued towards one or two countries, it
ought to be taken against all. But any
partial exclusion has hitherto " been for
cause; and no ground for a general re-
gtriction can be pleadéed. The existence
of the ground of exclusion is not universal,
but local. The agricultural press is the
vehicle for the promulgation of the policy
of general restriction: its object, thinly
disguised, is protection to the British
grazier. It has, we should think, no chance
of being adopted by the Government. The
fact that such a policy finds advoocates
shows that there are interested people in
England who would not object to protection
in their own favor; but when protection is
gought by tortuous paths, and under pre-
texts intended to cover up its real charac-
ter, the effect is to proclaim its own weak-
ness. (The danger is, though small, that
protection msay sometimes steal a march
apder cover of plausible pretence, where it
could make poway if it came in its real
character. The subsequent d.isoovery of
pleuro-pneumonia in an American bullock
slanghtered in England creates an exoep-
tional case for the United States, but does
not properly affect the rest of the world.
Whether there should be s m?dica} fac-
ulty in connection with the Umversxt? of
Toronto is & question which l?as been r}used
by interested parties, at different times,
rather than by the public. When Dr.
Rolph, being proprietor of the Toronto
School of Medicine, became & member of
the Government, he was permitted to

abolish the Medical Faculty in the Univer-

sity of Toronto, in his own interest; and now
a private medical school contends that the
University should not compete against pri-
vate schools. But the University would bein-
complete withoat a medical faculty; and it
would be just as reasonable to say that a
private school should not compete against
the University. The vote of the Senate,
the other day, though oaly indirectly on
the Jimbroglio, ought to settle the question
in favor of the largest liberty of teaching
in the national University. A number of
lecturers in University College, who desire
to be made professors, bave played a
strange part in connection with this ques-
tion, especially in their violent denunciation
of the late Vice-Chancellor, who is certainly
one of the best friends the University ever
bhad. These persons have ,used & license
which was scarcely warranted by their
position, and we trust we shall hear no
more of their unseemly conduct. The
medical faculty of the University is, let us
hope, now as fully established as any
other, while fall liberty of teaching and
competition to private “medical colleges
remains.

Manitoba shows a natural desire to be
well represented at the World’s Fair, and
Premier Greenway has oome to the con.
clusion that it is necessary, in order to
obtain the requisite space, to put up a
geparate building, which, with the ground,
will cost $10,000. In the C. P. R. Co. the
province will have a powerfal’ally. The
railway company has done much to make
the resources of Manitoba and the North-
West known, and it may be relied upon to
make the most of the opportunity which
the Columbian exhibition will present. A
showing will no doubt be made that will
convey to visitors just such a practical
lesson as is required to make the great
resoarces of Western Canada known.

Against ex-Premier Mercier of Quebec
before the grand jury, on a charge of mal-
feasance, in connection with the scandals
which lostjhim the position he held at the
head of the province, no bill was found.
The same good fortuune fell to Pacaud, on &
charge of bribery. It is evident that poli-
tics are at the bottom of these acquittals;
the question is raised whether the grand
jary was not in some way tampered with.
The alleged ground of the suspicion is that
the friends of the acoused boasted, before
the cases were disposed of, that no bills
would be found. This prophecy may have
simply been the child of their hopes. 1f it
was anything more serious, the fact is
likely to become kmown. Mercier had
been punished by the withdrawal of publio
confidence and dismissal from office, and
with pecuniary ruin consequent thereon.
The few political friends who stood by
him in the hour of adversity and disgrace
may have thought that the punishment he
had suffered was sufficient ; and one or two
such on the jury may have eo impressed
the others as to bring abont |the result an-
nounced. Pacaud’'s acquittal cannot be
get down to any such cause, as he has
suffered in no way, beside the inevitable
loss of the public esteem which his acts
forfeited, and his escape withous the




