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FIRE LOSSES IN SASKATCHEWAN

Total Last Year was $1,558,191—Insurance Companies’
Trust Fund

The following is a record of fire losses in S:}ska;tcl;ewan
last year, according to the report of Mr. A. E. Fisher, insur-
ance superintendent and fire commissioner of that province :—
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$1,364,329.60

In addition 17 elevators were destroyed by fire involving
an adjusted loss of $103,862.06, making a total fire loss for
the year of $1,558,101.66.

Inspection of Risks.

The inspector of the fire commissioner’s office has been
assigned the duty of the inspection of risks and properties
which are considered hazardous and especially liable to fire,
confining his attention principally to towns, villages and ham-
lets. Many such inspections have been made at the request
of the local municipal authorities and, in other cases, at the
request of thel insurance companies, the hazardous condi-
tions about which complaints have been made having been
reported by the field men of the insurance companies. There
has been an appreciable readiness and willingness on the
part of our citizens to comply with the inspector’s orders and
in the places visited by him there has been an improvement
from a fire prevention standpoint.

Fifteen lives were lost during the vear through fire. Of
this number 11 were due to the careless handling of gasoline.

Much credit is due the local assistants to the fire com-
missioner for their individual efforts in reporting losses and
inspecting property, as well as for the kindly co-operation with
the officials of the fire commissioner’s office in the discharge
of their duties.

To the deputy fire commissioner has been assigned the
duty of the investigation of the origin and circumstances of
fires which are of a suspicious nature, his years of training
in this particular work having fitted him for the position.
Between June 1, and December 31, 1916, 21 suspicious fires
were investigated.

On June 1, 1916, when the recently enacted fire preven-
tion act came into force in Saskatchewan, the insurance
branch and the office of the fire commissioner were consoli*
dated, the following officials being in charge of the adminis-
tration of the act: Fire commissioner, Arthur E. Fisher ;
deputy fire commissioner, James G. Feltus; inspector, John
K. Wilson.

By the provisions of the act an assessment of one-third
of 1 per cent. of the premium income for the preceding year
was levied on the fire insurance companies, the amount thus
obtained being set aside as a special trust fund under govern-
‘ment audit and control, and being known as the fire insur-
ance companies trust fund.

The following is a statement of the receipts and expen-
ditures in connection with this special fund as at February
28, 1917: Receipts—Assessment of levy, $7,611.06; less out-
standing levy, $3.60;—87,600.36; bank interest, $69.75.

Expenditures—Salaries, $2,087.02: fire report allowances,
$260.80; travelling expenses, $822.47; office expenses,
$480.11 ; incidentals, $160.28—84,720.58—87,678.11.

Balance receipts over expenditures—Merchants Bank,
$2,782.53; accounts receivable, $175—8$2,057.53—$7,678. 11—
$7.678.11.

The lieutenant-governor has determined that the rate of
assessment for the fiscal vear 1917-1018 under section 18 of
the fire prevention act of Saskatchewan shall be one-third of
1 per cent.

A statement was recently issued by the office of the super-
intendent of insurance showing the fire losses in Saskat-
chewan for the first six months of the current year.
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total loss amounts to $633,047. The figures show that 234
residences were destroyed. Approximately, 40 Per cent. were
burnt through exposure fires, about 3 per cent. through
prairie fires, and in 12 per cent. of the cases the cause is un-
known, but the remainder were due to a very large extent to
carelessness in looking after defects in flues, chimneys, stoves
and furnaces.

. Approximately 8o stores were burnt in the six months
prior to July 1. Not only is there a deplorable loss here, but
In many of the cases there is a large food loss. Elevator fires
also are getting to be a serious problem, involving as they
generally do the loss of quantities of grain which the coun
can ill afford. Steps are now being taken to cope with this
question.

. The following is a summary of the losses for the first
six months of 1917: Value of buildings affected, $1,259,-
058.15; damage to buildings, $276,038.38; insurance on
buildings, $805,920.99; value of contents affected, $838, -
241.58; damage to contents, $350,008.66; insurance on cox;-
tents, $427,678.64; livestock destroved, $5,630.

CHAMP CLARK ON INSURANCE

In discussing the soldiers’ and sailors’ insurance bill, in
the United States House of Representatives, Speaker Cha.m
Clark said :—“I believe in insurance. I carry every kind of
life insurance that human ingenuity ever devised—term in-
surance, endowment insurance, straight insurance, assessment
insurance, accident insurance. I have $10,000 accident insuy.
ance. :

“Insurance keeps the widows and orphans from suffer.
ing and keeps the crippled in the various dangerous occupa
tions of life from coming to want, and I believe if there =
ever been a bill introduced in this House that all right-think.
ing Americans without respect to political or religious affilia.
tions will indorse, it is this insurance bill.”’ ¥

PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED

Crops and Business.—Crop reports and general busj
conditions for 1917. Compiled by the Continental ands(‘_‘:el;s
mercial National Bank of Chicago. - 3

Insurance.—Third annual report of the Insurance
of the Province of Saskatchewan, 1915 and 1916. Dep
of Insurance, Regina, Sask.

Business.—Monthly bulletin of the National City B
New York, September, concerning economic condig::n:;san:‘,c.f
ernmental finance and United States securities. ! -

Politics,—Quarterly review of the politics of t
Empire. “The Round Table,” published by M
Company, Limited, London, England. Price 2/6.

Business and the War.—A pamphlet issued by th
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Neutrality.—“The Neutralization of States”’
a bulletin, dated July, by F. W. Baumgartner,
departments of history and of political and eco
in Queen’s University, Kingston.

. Public Affairs.—In his annual review, Mr. Castell H;
kins, has.agam glven us a veritable budget of compact ~
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