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ablv transcend; and when it is reaehed, a further
development of a vigorous pGlicy. iii a sliglvtlv altered
direction, will be in order.

INTER-URBAN ELECTRJC RAILW.\YS.

At the convention of the Street Railwax sy e
ation, to which 179 companies belong, held iast înt
iu New York, a number of matters were diseussed by
the managers and directors of street raîlwa s present 'wich are of practicai moment. These men are, to use
the words of the president, "nothing more or iess than
mierchants selling rides on a large scale. The profit on
each ride is se smali that money is to be nuade oiilv
by doing a large business," and so they are coristantix
bent upon increasing the business of their respective
roads. After a paper had been read by Mr. McCormack,
of Cleveland, on the "Relations of Inter-urban ani
City Railways," Mr. Lang, of Toledo, opened the dis-
cussion on the subject. The paper deait with details
of the management of foreign cars, or those ot inter-
ur ban lines, on city roads, and was a strong argumnt
for the encouragement of inter-urban lines by the mai-
agemietits of City systems.

Mr. Lang spoke of Ohio cities, and said that in
soine of these cities the company expected to niake
the inter-urban cars do city work. In Toledo, however,
a different arrangemient is in vogue, the employees of
the suburban company running the cars while in the
City. This would not be a good plan unless sonic
systemi of control over the suburban co.mpany's cm-
p loyees can be put into effect, but such an arrangement
tic had been able to enforce.

It is noteworthy, in connecticon with this subjeet,
thiat the Supremne Court of Ohio has held reeeuitiy titat
intcr-urban companies can bring freiglit into cities irre-
spective of municipal ordinances. ln Toledo a freiglit
depot has been built ini the centre of the City, and a
charge to the inter-urban companies for rentai of this
turinral property is ruade. Speaking of the begininîtg
<,f subuirbaný lnes, lie said that concessions are gener-
aliy necessary to help the suburban fintes get sitarted,
buit it pays to make theni. As to freîght, the iinc's in
the neighborhood of Toledo use special freight cars
w-hich are brouglit in at convenient timtes. This traffic
il welcomed by m-any merchants and in the future the
inter-urban roads would be very valuable on accounit of
thieir freight-carrying features.

So far Mr. Lang. Sinice hie speaks as an expertJ
in the miatters rinentioned, it is weIl for us in Canada
to take heed of his experience, since what other cities
have tried and either adopted or abandoned may
naturally be an example or a warning to Canadians.
O)ther speakers dwelt upon the importance of increased
speed and better freiglit facilities, for these roads were
bot1,nd to become serious competitors with the steain
railways. City roads, it was stated, have become
standard, while the country road has not reached the
litnit either ini sîze of cars or of speed.

Mr. L. E. Myers, of Peoria, Illinois, described
the conditions of freiglit switching and transfers with
important railway systems, at that city. It necessitates
a coniplete train-despatching system. He thought that
the only recognition that could be had front the steam
roads was such as could be forced. "An independent

cltrance t1o a! t,-1 Îvîs the solution oi{> the intertirbanl-
city dispute. for- the city busines~s 'qial vl>elongs to
flic cit\, road." To this last sentence the replv xvas
înade bv '-\r. T, J. Nicoil, of Reeliester, that the
quiestîoon (leiended soinewhat uipon wlic ther tue subtur-
ban lune ran cn the highiway or (in a l>rivat( riglit of

%a.\ T rail is praetically iiet'.ýssarv for Iii-lî-speed
sul>urban huies, and cars hiiîlt for tlii' dIo flot operate
we li on grooved eîtv rails. -To get business ou subuir-
bai, liues Ilîgh 'speed is uieccsýary. and if his coînpaniy
l'ad t o l>uild ag'tiin. it would have a private right of

wa " Th eîý fo1low s the siguiflea-nt remiinder that
frei'glt cars to, be run iu % eity s1nl resenible pas-
Senge,-(r cars in finish so as to avoid eriticismi by citizens.f Iitieisr by citizens dheu îs dreaded, or at cs
rvetetd. across the laeas we]i as here.

1~ R\TEN LI NSUR\NCE_

'lhle svîef fraternal Îisurance uifered to thecir
nietubers iluithei Unitod States and C.anada fo>r a score
of years, by uîany lrg;tiiatioiis, as a cheap forti of
life insurance, is noÎt givîug1 sitisfactî(:t. '[lhe orders
arn, finding titat they caiiot continue to, ge insurance
at as low a eost as Mi'en the mienibership was voung.
Peathlose hiave inereased at a rate gratr 1 pro-

Ioion tan tfelirc influx of n1cw usesand si.)
thec comipains hiave had to caul asesmnt ith
graterci frqee. 'lie troubie lias ne(t uee tiofined,
te, the simallcir and lests proîninent orders, for neces-

sdiy th1arge(r orders areo amiong the first to, suifer.
Suiin l(ozeni >rdcrs, lu the past decade liave lost a large
ninheiir io xme andmýin mte haive no chance wvhat-
Cuver of saving tîmevsfrei final dliý,,olutioni. Ena
xar ec themn struggiug along with au increa'ing
dlcath-ratv and \\ithl deeto f sucl(i iemibeýrs as are
ilel te) get 1,1uanc uielee h nd of sucli

oresis inevitable, says theNc York Spectator,
,hîiehi implores other ýý)cnus te> tale heed of the

\\nitîng. "The great trouible with the fiaternaîs is that
til( \ have flot provided a reserve to pay the increasing
d ath cost wvhich cornes w'ith age, and their policy-
hul,,ders object to any iureras(- in the assessmients. Ili
reeut years the orders have paid more attention te the
rese(rve question and have been forced te admit its

neeesity . . But neariy every order boasting of a
reserve fund foiiows a different method of accumulat-
ing it than does its neighbor. From the start they
ex\perimented %vitli the eost of tlie indemnity furnished,
and riow they are experimntingi with the reserve ques-
tion Îin a \vayý which lviii 'n the future ieîid to augnieî.t
tixeir troules,"

One of the large concerns of the kind that is manli-
festly referred to, thiough not named . is the Royal
Areanun, of Boston, w'hich, appears to have been hon-
cestîy and te a certain extent capabiy conducted. Its
membership grew to great figures, and it continues to
get new members, but its funds and resources are in-
adequate, and it must make some change in its plane
if it is not to collapse. The Insurance Department of
Illinois looked ito' its affairs this year, and found ttxai
while assets were increased $i7,ooo, between January
and May, the iiabilities for unpaid death losses increased,
during the' same period $io4,ooo, being, on the latter
date, $877,00o. The examination revealed the fact that


