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Nn the middle of the row of ahops o
one aide of the square of the little

. town stood the neat, white.fronted
café, with its imposing title

"L'Instar de Paris," or as we might put
it, " The Parisian."

Here every evening the shopkeepers
turned in to enjoy a little distraction
after the monotony of their several occu-
pations. At eight o'clock the game
begari. The non-playeralooked on,some
sprawling on benches, others sitting
cros-lagged on their chairs. So deeply
interested did these spectators become
that they would stretch ont their hands
blindly for their glasses rather than take
their eyes off the carda. Every gaine
had its specialist-its champion. Chico-
.ne, the druggist, was, as everybody
knew, invincible at whist; Granet, the
pork butcher, could have beaten Piquet
hiraself at his own gaie; Lardeux, tie
grocer, owed half his trade to his su-
periority, t écarte; Captain Chaimion
gave points to ail coners at draughts;
and Chazade, the surveyor, was simply
reduced to giving advice, as he cou[ (
find no one rash enough to tackle hini at
dominoes. They wee looked up to b%
all, and were the recipients of amiies iof
special sweetness from the lanidyivv.

For a while Bandru, the biutcher, had
been a clainant for rival honore ait bil-
liards, but his glory did not survive hi!
defeat by a couple of commercial travel-
bers. He alleged that had it not been
for bis bluuse the result wouild have been
very different ; but as nobody had hin-
dered hinm froni taking tt off if hle
wanted to, public opinion had declared
irrevocably against him.

But 3N. Poulot, the registrar's clerk.
eclipsed ait others by a higher glory.
M. Poulot played chess. M. Ioulot de-
spised the other games; and if he did at
tinmes show any interest, everybody felt
that it was pure condescension on bis
part, that le acted out of that spirit of
protecting benevolence which expresses
incontestable superiority. At bis re-
quest the Instar lhad been furnished witl
a set of ches.-. Several of the habitua,
hadl offered to learn, but to one and ail
M. Poulo. had answered, with a look that
sized up his mian:-

" Don't dream of it ! Why, 'twouxld
tak-e you years, and 1 should have left
the neighborhood before you even knew
how to move the pawns."

So they remained silent admirers of
the chesnien and the champion, and M.
Poulot was left to lanient the fact that
becould not tind a partner. Heregretted
especially that Captain Champion had
not learnt the game when he was young.
Chess was just the game of war,-stra-
tegy, tactics, combination of aime. con-
centration, dislocation, everything, and
a lot more of which Captain Champion
had no idea. A military man who knew
the combinations of chess could never
be beaten by the enemy.

"No, sir! Look at Napoleon and the
Prussian officers who never entered a
café without asking ta have the chess-
board brought for them. Ail the world
knew that."

To ail this the victors of the other
games had not a word to say. Lardeux
had once tried to disparage chess, but.
bis business began to suffer and he pru-
dently beld his tongue. .Chicoine alfter a
while gave up boasting of his prowess at
whist for fear of hearing Poulot begin
his stories-tbe Regency café when he
was in Pari,. There was only one there
that could stand up against Iiimuself, a
lawyer called Vermouchet, a big man
with a mustache. Oh! to give everyone
his due, Vernouchet used to beat him,
but Vermouchet was. the only one that
ever did.

To cut a long etory short, the town
was proud of M. Poulot. Mothers ahowed
him to their children. invitations were
showered upon him, and the registrar
hinielf did not look askance at the
clerk's attentions to bis daughter Estelle.
When a stranger paeed through the
town M. Poulot's house was pointed out:

" The best chess player in the whole
country, sir!"

II.
But of ail M. Poulot's admirers the

most entbusiastic was the landlord
of the. Crowned Ox, where the clerk
took bis meals. M. B3arbet freely declar-
ed that people were decorated every day
who did net deserve it half as well ; and
as he was a memiber ot the Municipal
Council he used ta say to the clerk now
and then with a knowing, confidential
air, and a gesture which simpaly tlattened
allobstacles:-

" Just wait ill. M. Fa-ure cornes this
way, tha-t's.aill!"

'he president of the republic not comn-
ing that wy,cusoeer . Barbet fil

PouloL with all their mes-ls, and were
pursued ump to their very rooms with the
story o! the famoeus Vermnouchet-a-
la.wyer, a big ms-n with a musache,
parbleu!.

Fancy, then, M. Barbet's indignation
one Sunda-y afternoon when a comnmer
ciat tra.valler te whomi he had been re-
counting the exploits.ef bis hero a-t some
length,.Lurned upon him with contemptu-
a irritation. ,.

Oh, dîhess Le blowed! . What lse
there in the gamne? Anybody can play
chess.t'

Then," retorted the landlord, you
play yourself, of course?"

1, why, certainly."
M. Barbet was faniiar with the boast-

ing of his customers and shook his head
increduloualy. Still nothing was impos-
sible, and the bare possibility of the
traveller's assertion being true put a new
aspect on the case. He became polite,
almost obsequions.

d Then if monsieur is willing, henmight
be matched with M. Poulut. It would
be a real treat for our little town. ·

IgWhy, certainly," said the traveller.
I1'1 play with any one you like, Ye ure

a nice fellow-you and your chese !"
The landlord withdrew with a pro.

.ound bow, The news was at once sent
on to the Instar, and M. Emile, acenting
ý& good night's busmess, announced -itto

.ery'bîdythe s-w and then despatched.
the ittle waitress of the café to M. Pou-
lote'.

ESS

She ran jo à fst on her errand that "Not aou.a
when ahe rèached the house she wa so "Well, then, let's pisy.'
out of breath'and agitated that the clerk "OhIl" aaid Poulot, with a strained
could not at firet understand what she mille. ,"Rther risky thit, don't you
was sayine. think ?'

"A traveller-who plays chess?" he "Not a bit of it; they'll never know."
aaked at last. " Il right, then, for this evening

4 Yes, air, at least he says me. *He'a at "This evening. By the wayhpre's
the Crowned Ox."• my card. If you should w.nt any cham-.

"Well, and what lias that got to do pagne"-
i. with me?" "Thanks, thank yon very.much.
e "Why, it's to -have a game this even. " Don't mention it."
àig. Everybody's talking about it, and In the street Poulot laughed in spite

I've been ment te tell you." of hinaself. The people coming ont from
t " Chess ?" muttered Poulot. "Are vespers turned round to look at him, and

you sure it'a chess? You mean his nid pride returned. lie began to be-
8 draughts, perhaps-you mustn't mix lieve in the legitinacy alibis reput Lation

them up." Jonce.more, Pe.rbleu! the traveller waa
" No, no.Its Julia of the Ox who right. They would niove the pieces and

a came, and she surely said chess." take them froi each other anyhow. and
" And this gentleman wants te play when only one was left on the board the

withme ?" game would be over. Poulot actually
"Se he says-at least" became aggreasive wben he saw the drug
" Ah! All right, very good, thanks." gist standing at his shop door.
Left alone, Poulot renmained motion- " Hullo! Coming this evening ? You'll

less with surprise. A revelation began see some fine play."
to dawn upon him. Agame of chess was "Pooh' said the druggist,and he went Solly all Cihei
ail very fine and soon said, only didi he in.
know how to play? To shut up Chicoine, PRINCIPALLABORATORY,
Larleux, and the rest of then he had I.
thlrown his skill st chess atitheirbeads as
the best thing he could think of. Then The commercial traveller had to visit
lie had let lie reputation take its course 'somte customers after dinner, so Poulot Poulor could not understani the tra- one p

i mntil he really came to believe that he was the firet te reach the café. An es- veller's obstinacy, but suddenly the idea SOtl
could plav. Just now for a moment lie cort attended him from the Crowned Ox, of treason hmaunted hiin. Under pretext 1.'0
could iardly determine whetlier he and he met with sonething like an ova- of getting a breath of air, he requested mai
really did or did lot, know the game. tion at the Instar. He slowed no vain that the gane should be suspended for the
But there were his contests with Ver: pride exteriorly, but lae was beaming a few minutes, and his opponent asked show
Mouchet? He could actuaîlly behold within-the registrar had just given hin for nothing better. thlat
hirm before his eyes - iliat grand diable of t understand thathe could refuse hini " When they got away irom the crowd hutind
a Vermouchec withhis nistache Still nothing in case of victory. There could Poulot began :- In P
the evid- nce grew stronmger and stronger. hardly be any doubt of this, as the "Do let ie win." Fngl
Veriioutchet insensibly disappeared in traveller, nc.t being a native of the town, "I was just going to ask the same Ther
i le void fronm which lie had drawn him, had nothing te lose by defeat. The re- tlhing," said the traveller. super
and lie was obliged to own to himself that ception lie niet with banished the last "But what matter does it mnake to At th
he did not andi never had known ho- to traces of uneasiness fron his mind, and you?" polie
play chess-in fact, lie had never been to he now simply experienced the solen- "It matters that Lardeux has prom- range
Paris.rnity which ail around hini felt ta beloig ised ie an order of a dozen of cham- ofpe

A cold sweat ran down his back. He ta the situation. The roomn was already pagne if I(do." lieav
bad to sit down. His nisfortuie was crowded, and wlhenever the door opened Ah, I iliotglit so," exclaiied Poulot. On th(
very different froni Bandrt's fiasco at a niurniur was beard froi the crowd " Well, if I win l'Il give you an iorder peas
billiards. It wassimaply terrible! He which thronged the sidewalk in front of for two dozen."
cauld se tuhe scorn of tbe whole town the windows. Chicoine, Lardeux, Gra. " Honor bright ?"
rising u i around him ; Estelle denied net and Captain Champion were about " Honor bright," affiriied Poulot with
hinm, an Granet, Chammpion and Cha- theonly individuals who affected to be lhis hand on hie heart. On their return iowi
zade eyeing hini sarcastically-wliy, he oblhvious of the great event, and began the buzz of conversation ceased and the
could not dare ever again cross the tirehli- their game _as ustial; but they were circle closedi in.
old of the café. knowntobesimpilyjealous of M. Poulot's Poulot iioved, anid the traveller began Ha

For the First ti-me in his life Poulot enbanced umportance, and did not draw to slirw signe of distress. If y
knew wlhat remniorse wîas. Al sorts a1 a single spectator. " Ha! lia! that bothers yo," said the tillws
ferocious visions iaishedi across his imiind There was a murmur outide the door, clerk. lavei
-the café on ire, the traveller meeting and all eyes were turned in that direc- " The deuce '" niuttered the traveller, red t
asuuden death, anarchist boibs bursting tion. It was the traveller at last. M. in visible perplexitv. 'f aig
in thestreets. Soon lis tiret fever passed. Emiile went forward te meet him, and The faces around therm lit up. Tne ence .
and ideas of suicide sent in their cards the landlady beaned at him fron huer traveller moved again, and with an air in ac
tu his whirling brain. Hle pondered over counter. In spite of a certain anount of triumph asked his advi-reary, "Whlat There
several methois of!self-destruction with- of hostility prompted by local pride, he bave you tsay to thiat ?" tentio
eut fmding any f thema suitable. Then met with a cordial greeting froni ail Alil yes were fixed on Pouilot's face. reamen
it struck hini that an illnmess miglit ans. preeent. Then M. Emile, who was onfly Without the least enmtini he took upsr a in imîa
wir the purpose; henight accidentally .waiting for the signal, opened the board knight and swept off ail the traveller's NotQ
cut off a tinger or injure himiself witi lin the midst of a deep silence, took out pieces, not excepting the king, wire,1
his gunu. the box (it hîad been carefully distedI " Wew !" whistled the traveller in Lion,N

But all these methods of evasion were that afternoon), and deposited it, not well sinmulated aniazement. " ln coni you oi
more or less painful and, insensibly as without some pomp, ont the marble pletely done. By Jove' that ws- ai shop(
it were, a more rational thougli humil- table. move-I never saw anything like it be- you w
iating alternative presented itself. He Before taking their places the two ad- fore. Yes, you're too good for ne alto- the le
settled that lie would go and see the versaries courteouslyshook hands. gether." You h
traveller and sk him to explain the They took out the pieces slowly and There waq a perfect explosion of joy notice
gamne s thati he night at least make a set them on the board. A different froni the crowd, hands were stretched Wh
show of battle. method of arrangement was adopted by out ta Poulot, innumerable bocks -were phone

Ile brushed his coat, put on hie lat, each-just as in battle. Those of the orc.ered te celebrate the victory, and the ceiver
and went out. spectators who remnarked this manSuvre enthuasi reached a pitch of frenzy use it

" If I can only find him ! " he filt proud of their perspicacity, and when the landlady sent a rose from ber presse
thouight. signalled it to their neighbors by know- boson to the victor. close1

The newe had already gene all around ing winks and indicative _nudges. M. " Hot work," said the captain. "It corres
the town. All eyes were fixed on him; Ermile conceived a good opinion of this remind, nme of when I was in Africa"- bis en
Chazade, the surveyor, whom ne saw s-t beginning,.and did not hesitate to affirm Chicoine waîs seen te get up, followed gently
a street corner, shouted across to him with the air of a connoisseur:- by Lardeux, who banged the door behind and w
without a trace of jealousy :-.lThev're about equally matched. It's in. calls i

" Huillo! old fellow, it's for this eve going Lobe a close thing." Then Barbet broke l : subjec
ning , 'hie traveller mioved a pawn. PoulDt, " Ah, but you should have seen him that i

l Yes,s, great "said Poulot. after a moment's pause, did the sa-me. when lie wase in Paris! At the Regency to the
But this sympathy weghed on him and Then baoth ieditated with wrinkled, care! He used to beat ail before him, of the

trotubled hini, and he was tortired ast the thoughtful brows. The circle around even the Ani ricans, only a man called increa
thouglht that he might not'tind the tra- theni, whaich had t first beld at a dist- , \ermtouchet, a lawyer-a big man with ear.
veler acquiescent, might not indhim t .-ace out of respect, grew closer. Lar- a inustache-but that doesn't matter, At
ail before the fatal game. deux pretended to be pisying billiards, yau don't know him, neitlier do I." are in

The traveller was still at the hotel, but he n'as openly rebuketi by Bandru " What! Vermouchet!" exclainied the froi
and Poulot deenied this a good augury. for disturbing the contest, and the inci- traveller "Not know Vermiouchet! times
M. Barbet made it a point of! onar to dent afforded Captain Champion an op- Why, everybody knows Vermouchet! to the
show him to the reeno. He knocked and portunity for rallying te the chess play- Alha Bigre! Verniecnet !" clutsiv
trembled like an aspen when a gruf. ers, and Chazade was heard through the " Thaere tsaid Barbet, turning to the would
voice answered. "Come in." tense silence te remark,:- crowd. " What did I tell you ! Wait acuter

" Sir," stammered Poulot, " you'll ex- INo small beer, thie ." till Monsieur Faure cones this way! left a
cuse me, 1Ihope. ve heard that you're As the game went on, however. Poulot Just ait." would
a first-rate chess player and--ad"- began ta grow, uneasy. He must win. "Yes, three dozen," said Poulot te the chang

" Won't you sit down, air ?" But how wvas lb ta Le donec? lf flic commercmsaltrveller wbenthey parted. develc
The traveller was smiling in a way pieces bsd already been taken with of the

that made Poulot squirni, but he vent equal slaughter on bath sides. He .I
on:_ thought for a moment of proposing that THE IRISH POLICE. felt,"

" The fact is that I myself have the the game be adjourned till next day on- whosî
reputation of being very strong"- account of the severe strain on the facul- The Irish police force on active service 'IL l

" I know, and they've got up a match ties which it involved ; but just then the nuinibers 12,000 men, and la maintained gentle
between us at the Instar tbis evening. traveller seized another piece, and. a t a cot to the people of Ireland of Gs ear.,
It's ail that landlord's doing. He wor- murmur arese from the bystanesder wh4ch4d per head of the population. There is affecti
rieti me for a whole bour il- friglitened hlm. He kieketi the Lisvoler

S Werlir," Poulot continued, without gently and imploringly under the table,
hearing a word the other uttered. so bent but the traveller either could not or
was hie mind on what he had to say would not understand, and on a repeti-
" whatever i ms-y cost ame I have cm b eon of the signal answered back with

mas-k a confession : I es-n't pis-yhn, lot wa-s instantlysawakened ha the horrore
:: hae,1  ofg ce.e the situationi. The enemy refused ta

Ye m- ecrlpehpyield the victory.
said yeu areilj ge met seeelpehp With the courage ofdespaihr ho sudiden-

1, ots-bito!iL" ecsimdeth îL y whisked two pieces, one after another, a n in
trIci not a s-it pfis-y meaime e off the bos.rd. nII1'I. VlTraelookedct av a ellfr fea mo- " Oh, no!'" the traveller pretested, LI U ILI IUJIU

mn.and thon Poulet burst into a wild "ithat's nîot thec gaine-you can't doe
inextinguishable peal o! la-ughter, îilj thath ca'!Id"t ".
the traveller hadi ho bs-p hlm on the ba-ck "h Non'h wo' do!h"anheubcky

whchPole hd interbn ted epatonone of! the pieces. They lookt doeach Pan s Celery ComLpoundU
ltsta dio o!s snlord; ho bs-dg other siently in the eyes, Poulet feroci-

erdme it hie achees rtak tId I onely, thectraveller impamsively, antd thena Bright and IHappys-d hutaybigt e hlm" Legs-n Le meditatbe aigain. The peoplexa c us aa dit wit Ch con!» aroundi watchedi themx with the puzzled
"O ours I noe xetd teoho wonder of cailves ws-hchng a psseig

skenstm c vor neei epct train over a fonce. Chazade pumrsed up
aPoulat was ves-ning ba-ck ira bis chair hie lips said whispered a second time, As s- rule, parents are te blame if tihir sickn

drawinag ira long bres-tbe of relief." ' " Ne smasll beer thisa," andi the ecaptain children are puny, wes-k, nervous andi Lime ;
" No, rea-lly, yen ca-n't pis-y? Just s-v solemnly, pronounced, "It's just, like irritable. The little aimes ms-y Le well sweet

i ,s-ai. - manouvrinig. There's strategçy lin iL." clothedi anti amply fed, sand yet sadly ones s-
" Why, I repeat it, s-ll I know is that The trauveller sureched ent lis hand andi neglectedi. A n

there arc blacksa anti whites, kings anti coolly swept off a castle. Poulot, exas- .It shouldi ho remiemberedi that thie up s-l
quleena, net a thing more." peated, _did Ui he s-me. Thiere was s- childiren inherit maisny e! the troubles fa-ther

" Like myseli !" s-id Poulet. " Just silenîce big with mena-oea, anti everybody tha-t parents staffer freom. Thmousands ol dea-r o
lile msel , felt Lha- the decisive momen t w-as, s-t lile eues suifer frein wea-kened nemrves Psine'

H1e ceuldi have sung, danced and eam- baud. In anîother muoment, Poulot's ja-w -- legacy freom fat her or motheri. This Mrs
biraced the traveiler ;'but suddenly s- dropped, bbe Liravoiler hiad calnîly taken n-evous condition begs iritasbleness, writes

cloud rossedhissbr w. .lod croeehisbrw.'is queen. bad temper headache, inaigestion, "I
"The deuce !" he exclaimed. "What "oh, come!" he blurted out; "that's atoniaci troubles and impure blond. pound

about our gane this evening? The whole too mucnih of a good thing. Why not take If your dear ones are afflicted with differe
town l talking about it." the king at once!" any of the troubles mentioned above, down

''Our gamme? Ah! yes, you're right." "I beg your pardon," said the travel- how can you expec thei to be bright, also f
"What's Lobe doie ?" ler; "I was here, wasn't i ?"- happy and healthy ? They need your excelle

Wait a moment; nobody here, you " No, you weren't; yen were there. I best and most intelligent care, or they " In
as.y, understands ches ?"ask the bystanders to witness." wiil grow up in disease and utter wretch- my ch

The bystanders, however, declared in edness. and re
. favor of the travelleru; and Captain Give the children Panine's Celery Corn- their n

Champion aflirmed that in spite of his pound ; it is the miedicine that is par- @Onal (
- feelings honor bade hii tell the truth. tieularly adapted for fortifying the Paine'infor Indigesn deehapon canl loed. M. Emile nervous system, for building flesh, bone have m

porford'sf o .eAcsdePhospoblnhbbtoeeathoughtfully þueld.his chin, the landlady and muscle, and for producimg pure, are so
Sl digesteeed hypnotied hin er counter, clean blood. Paine's Celery Cornpound ani pr

• . andthe.litle mad utb great round' i plesant.to take, itl i entire yoge- benefi
eves and open motu h, looked petrified table, and cannotharmthe nt deeate regardi
with awe. . organiam. IL will banish every trace of ones w
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oliceman to every -7 people. In and lad aff'ected what is called the in.
and there is one policeman to every terior ear, the upsn:of the telephcine Iwill
inhabitants, and the force is there produce a beneficial eftrct. T never kne%
tained at a cost of Cs 3d per iead of a person to be injuriously afferted Ly the
population. Statisties. however, lise of that aistran'ent, and I certainly
that the Irish crime is less than have known numerous ca8(ss where it

of England ani Scotland. Of cvery had a gncx effect."
red thoiusand persons there are 69 In Germany the telephones are ar-
riscin in Scotland, 59 in, prison in ranged wit h a double roceiver. ami naeh
and, and 5S in prisons in Ireland. ear of the cperator ini hestations is pro-
e is, moreover. a costiy aystem of vided vith one. The isund is delivred
rannuation of the police in Ireland. equally in each par. In'such Case there
e age 4G, about 22 years service, is no varying reslilt. Brot.h ears hevorr.,
emnen can retire on penoions which equally artnte. If tho general patrmn- f
e up to £91 per annum. The number the telephonn in Arnerica worn tri use
nsioners lias reached 6 176, and the sich a contrivance there would le nor
y burden of their pensions is laid phenomeno ilik the "telephone ear.'---
e sioulders of the Irish farmers and Chicago Times-Herald.
.nts.

THE TELEPHONE EAR. TO
Cure

IT IS PROUCED ND WAYS IN wmI[

IT INY BE AVOIDED.
ve vou the telephone ear?
ou use the telephone three or more
a dty the prob billities are yuu

it, thoueh it may not have occur- 13 lis oo you. But if you hle past 30 years;
e voL have alreadv noticed IL ditler-
between the right andi the left etar SA R S A PAR IL LAutEness of the sense of hearing.
is little doubt, now that your at- IT IS

on is called to it. that you ivill PROMPT
mber your left ear is a trille keener RELIABLE
atters of hearing thtan is your right. AND NEVER FAILS.
when you are listening over the
but wien in an urdinnry conversa- ]ET W IL
with the noises of the street about -".K
r the hum of business in office or
or the buzz of talk in the parlor,
xill bend forward a little and incline Tolu W I mZ
ft ear to the speech of your friend.

bave the telephone ear, and haven't Ask your Druggist or Dealer for it
ed it.
at is the cause of it? The tele-
e. Arranged as it is, with the re- DI I' UL Q SAPAR IU
r at the left hand, you cannot well

excepting at the left ear. You
the black miuzzle of the receiver m. g1. M. o'i1ri.
up to the car, the speech of your 1 .....
pondent agitates the diaphragn at -
id of thefline, and the waves of air
ytrike upon the drun of your ear, .
hat one of the auriats of Chicago À T AUC TIONERS
massage takes place. Your ear is 't' a C Ma1cxa- s
cted to the same kneading process
s so benelicial when wisely applied 1821 & 1823 Notre Dame St.
flesh or muscles of any other part INear McGiliStreet.] 14OTRIAL
body. And the effect of it is an

Lase in the sense of hearing in that Sales of lousehold Furnituro. Farnm Stoek. Res-
Estate, Damaged Goods and Generai Merchaz-

the telephone exchmange the girls die respectfl uolici te. Advranes
nstructed to change the receiver moderateandreturns prompt.
one ear to the other three or four N.B.-Largeconsignments of Turkiah Ruseand.
a day. For one thing, it is a rest Carpets always on band. Sales of Fine Art Good.

ta etand RHi ~CiasE Fnotursa specialty.
operator. If one ear were used ex- an uros aspe r.

ely by the operator. in time there
be so distinct a difference in the

ness of the hearing between the
and right sides that the operatrrcc-
be Dractically inicapacitated for a cm
e. There would be an abnormtnal
opmeint at one side at the expense
other.

do not think the electrical effect is
said Dr. Edward T. Dickerman,

e specialty is diseases of the ear.
Slittle if anything more than a
e massage of the membrane of the
And] in all cases except where the
ion is catarrhal in its character
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