
- F

R

THETRUEWITNESS
AND CATHOLIO CHRONIOL.

PEINTED AND PUBLISBED AT

No. 761, Craig Street Montreal, Canada.
A.NNUAL SUBBORIPTION

oountry........................................ 1 e0
City ................... ,....................... 1 50
f not paid lu advance: $1.50 (Country)and$2

(City) will be charged.
Subscribers, Newroundiland, $1.50 a year ln

sdvance.
TO ADVERTIBERS.

The large and increasing circulation of TnE
TRiUE WITNEsS " ranks it amaong the best ad-
vertieing mediums ln Canada.

Alinited number of advertlisements of ap-
proved character will be inseried ln "TE
TRUEm WIrNass" at 15e perline,firstinsertion,.
and 10e per lUne each subsequent Insertion.
Speclai rates.ror contracts on application.

Ail Business letters, and Comrnunications
intended for publica!ton,houldbeaddressedt.
D. M. QUINN, Prnprietor of TuE TRnU:
WITirNss, No: 761 Cralg street, Montreal, P. Q.

WEDNES)AY,... DECEMBER 21, 1842

NOEL! NOEL!

Nearly twenty centuries have rolled
away, like waves on tho streani of Time,
and have gone to swell the ocean of the
mighty past, since on ihat mos t ond-
rousof all nighis the star of salvation
twinkled over the little town of Bethle-
hem. Crowrds throered the narrow
st.reels of that Oriental city, and the men
and women,from all quarters of the land,
congregated there at the order of Lie
Roman Emperor. While the tired
travellers, from distant parte, slept the
sleep of the wenry.ini the little khan out-
side the gate the granadest event, since
the norning of creation, was taking
place. It was the noon of night. the
million stars that the rapt Chaldeaus
loved to gaze uapon, glittered in the blue
vault of that Eastern sky, the sheep on
the hill-sides huddled together and the
watch-dogs shivered in the chill
of a Judwan night, bwhile the shep-
herds attemptel to snatch a few hours
repose by the fagot fires an the valley
below. In the cave behind the khan
the Virgin Mother was seated upon a
palletof straw beside a manger; St.
Joseph kept watch outside the door way,.
and expectantly anxioug was his vigil.

At last the hour came ; the time that.
had been a ppointîed by the Almighty,.
ever since the voice of the Second Person
of the Foly Trinity, after mîan's first sin,.
hadl arrsted the thunder's of Divine
wrath. and had promised to become ihe
Redeemer of the fallen race ; the bour
that lad been looked forward to during·
four thousaand years by the Patriarchs
and wise tun of old ; the hour foretold
by prophets and described in the 'ooks.
of the inspired scriptures ; the hdur of
the wonderftal appcarance upon earth of
of the Son of God, Co-Eternal with the
Father, in the form that belongs to hu-
nonity. The lhuur came and the Infant

Jesuiis was orn, His mother laid Him in
the érib; His foster father came in and
adored ! Tho worid rolied on as ever,
the multitude in the city of David slept,
the wind couarsed down the bleak moun-
tain-side fromn beyond the Jordan, thet
stars shone brightly in the bine depths
of the Syriai heavens, nature seened
not to recognize any morethan did man
perceive thit the greatest of all
mysteries and the most wonderful of al1l
events haut transpired.

Hartk ! Look! A peal of music eteals
d'own Lte infßnite abyss of the sky; an
indiscribalde light flashes across the ex-
panse of the heavens; the, sheep are
startled on the hill-side, the watch-dogs
begin to howlin terror, the shepherds
awaken bewilidered and dazzled; and
etili the celestial chorus grows louder
and nearer, and still the celestial splend-
ors of scintillating glory flash brighter
and closer. At lat tht very words de-
s :end u pon the airand rhe rocký, off to the
very shorts of Tiberias, re-echc again6nd
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again the angelic hymn, "Gloria in Ex--
celsis Deo, et in terra tax hominibus
bone voluntatis." At last the beavenly
beams gild the turrets of the City of
David and concentrate over the Manger
in the humble khan, where the Re-
deemer of mankind lay in ail the weak-
neas of a human babe and all the
Omnipotence of an Eternal God. And
the shepherds went down and adored;
and a star led the Magi, from the Orient,
to the feet of the Infant Saviour, and the
scene was impressed upon the minds of
all who beheld the Holy Family when
Christ was a little:child. That scene has
been deacribed by inspired writers and
by historians and poets; it has been
transferred from generation to genera-
Lion upon the painter's convais and in
the sculptor's stone; .it, adoi-ned the cold
walls of the catacombs beneath Eternal
Rome, and it appeared in frisco upon the
walls of the immortal temples of the
dea.thless city; Luca della Robbia has
preserved IL in terra cotta, and Correggio,
in his master-piece " The Holy Night,"
has glorified art and immortalized him-
self, by leaving in the Dresden gallery
this imperishable commemoration of
that wondcrful scene.

In every Catholic Church in tho world,
on Christmas eve, the Bethlehem crib is
arranged and from the lordliest Basilica,
that rears its cross-crowned spire over
the confusion of city roofs, down to the
hutmblest missionary chapel upon the
plains of the North West or in the fever-
haunted jungles of India, the scene of
that holy night lu comnemorated and
the events recalled by the representation
of the "Child in the Manger." How
consoling the Faith of centuries; how
,wonderful the grandeur of the Church of
Christ:; how encouraging her doctrines
and how perfect her history; how truly
sheconiectsusto-night withthatglorious
night and with the three sacred actors
il that moet sacred of all dramas-Jesus,
Mary and Joseph. Oh! Holy Faith,
rmay thy adherents ever increase in
numbers, and may the day soon come,
when in all parts of the earth, a Christ-
mas will be celebrated and the children
of men will. without exception, kneel at
the crib on thy holy altars.

OUR SCHOOL GIRLS.

We closed our last editorial on this
subject with a short reference tG the
necessary in the education and instruc-
tion of young ladies : by the necessary
we mean the elements of education and
rudiments of instruction. This week we
will move to the second factor in a corn-
plete systeni, nanely, the useful. On
this point there is an immensity to be
esaid. However, without fatiguing our
readers with a rehearsal of what has so
often and so ably been argued in favor
of plain sewing, cooking, general domes-
tic economy. as well as ail that goes to
constitute the really usefii Ina woman's
edification, we will confine our ieuarks
to the useful in the instruction branch.

fui our convents and academies there
is nio lack of history, geography, gram-
ar,literia ture, sacred instruction,.mathe-

matics, and all the other studies to be
find, as a raie, in every wel-equipped
system. But with then the end. is
reached. And-, in all probability, these
branches wonild suffice, were every young
girl destined to either enter a religious
community, or etise to go home to rich
parents. But it is otherwise with the
vast majority of our young women of Lo-
day. They who bave vocations for reli-
gious Jife are not very numerous, they
are the exceptions; th ey whose parents
are well off and able to support their
daughters until eligible young men be
found to continue that support, are com.1
paratively few, Then what about thet
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vast majority of our school girls? They
are obliged to leave the convent or aca.-
demy at a young age in order to earn
their livelihood, or to help their parents
along the rugged path of, toil. What
avenues are open for these youn r girls?

The principal means whereby they eau
utilize their instruction must be in em-
ployment congeniil and suited to their
acquirements. - In order that a young
giri can b sure of such employment, in
this age of competition, 'it is absolutely
necessary that she should have a knowl-
edge of book-keeping, typewriting, short-
hand and such-like acquirements. Are
these taught in our couvents and aca-
demies ? We say they are not, or at
least, they are not taught as they should
be; they are not made a prinary instead
of asecondary conideration. And what
is the result? It is simply this: the girls
are obliged to leave the school at the
early ages of fifteen, sixteen, or seven-
teen, in order to pick up the only really
useful branches, the indispensable.
Instead of remaining a year or two longer
at the convent-school to learn these por-
tions of their instrnction-course they go
te the public commercial school where
each and all of the necessary and useftil
elements are taught. And what is our
objection to this?

We object to it, firstly, because it is
not as safe for young girls of that age as
their quiet and hone-like academy or
convent; and, secondly, because they Jose
much of the charm with which their
more innocent course of studies was
heretofore surrountded. They are cast in
amidst a crowd of men and boys, and
they are forced, at that peculiarly trying
period in life, to jostie with the rougher
elements of the world, to rub against so-
cial corners and thread the brinks of
moral precipices that should not be
found in their patis uttil much later on
in life. Not only for the sake of their
institutions, the good name of their cur-
ricnlum, the euccess of their educational
systen should our religious and lay
teachers exert thenelves to introduce
into their schools all those useful branch-
es, but especially for the sake of those
young girls, whose lives are cast in lines
of labor, and whose livelihoods are to be
gained by their own exertions and work.
It seems to s that there is no more sa-
cred obligation upon the teachers and
trainers of our young girls thên that of
shielding them from danger as long as
practicable, and then of sending the-i.
forth fully equipped for the great
struggle of life.

IL is not in a toue ot censure tlat we
speak, but rather in the accents of advice.
As certainily as the necessary is indispen-
sable in the completion of an educational
system sosurely is the usefula an all
important element. Let the ornanental
come later on, i will be most acceptable;
but it is not a ine qua non of life. On
the other hand the uscful cannot be done
without. If these branches are not
tauglht to the younag girls, of our day, in
all our academies and convents, there is
not the slightesL doubt that tbey
will seek them elsewhere and at a period
of life when it, would be preferable not
to sever the ties of friiadhip, love and
mutu at attachment that have grown into
existence between the teaclhers and
pupils. We will say no rmore, for this
week, upon this subject; but we beg of
our religious. and our lay teachers, in
convents and academies to establish re-
gular and complete courses ot type-
writing, stenography, book-keeping and
kindred subjects ; they wili eventually
be more useful than languages and
science.

Many happy returns of this festive
season and may the next Christmas
bring us mxany more intima% acquaitt-
anceA.

CHRISTMAS GREETING.

" AMerry Christmas to all our ieaders
and friends and many happy returns of
the season." Sometimes this greeting is
heard with indifference, when it is mere-
ly for custom sake that it is spoken ;
more often is it the expression of the
true sentiments of the heart and iL then
always awakens a responsive ocho in the
bosom of the one towhom it isaaddressed
Although we have not the pleasure and
advantage of a personal acquaintanre
with each and ail of our many readers,
still we feel as thuugh we were linked
to every particular onbscriber and friend
of thet TRUE WITNESS by a bond that
grows stronger as the weeks roll past.
Every Wednesday we send forth our
twelve colunus of editorials and through
them we hold converse wiih several
thousands upon every imaginable kud
of subject. lu penning these articles
we actually spend twelve fult hours and
sonetimes more, each weelk, in most in.
timate communion of epirit with our
readers, and they, in perusing these co!-
umns, converse with us, thus mind
speaks to nind, toul lookis into soul,
heart pulses tu the throbs of the corres-
ponding heart, and the writer and his
readers are united in the closest of ail
unions-the union of thought.

For these reasons do we speak from
the inmost recesses of our nature, when
we wish each and every one of our
readers a truly merry, a really happy, a
sincerely prosperous and a most holy
Christmas; and in expressing this wish
we feel confident that it is reciprocated
'rom ail the thousands who, though in
one serse, are strangers to us, in another
and grander sense, are well-wishers and
friends. May the aged enjoy many
another Christmas time to "husband
out life's taper" in peace and holy con-
tentment, for traly is it sung that

" Age will corne on with its winter,
Though bpPliness bideLh ILs snows;

And if youLb has iLs duty of labor.
The birtbright of age is repose."

May the young be happy and may
the blessings of this holy time corne to
them in countless throngs, for alongthe
road of their earthly pilgrimage they
wiill need the choicest graces from above
to battle with the spirits of evil that
sh all hover around them. May the num-
ber of your friends increase and may the
Angel of Death spare those we have to-
night, that when the next Christmas
comes it may find us ail as happy and as
strong as we are this year. May the
One whoselowly yet glorious birth we
celebrate on the 25th of December, with
Hiis Holy Mother and His Foster Faiher,
direct our mind, enlighten our under-
standing, and guide our pen, that the
continuation of the bond of union be-
tween us and our rea.ders, may be for
their benefit, spiritual and tem poral, and,
therefore, for the greater glory of His
Holy Spouse the Church.

IM3IORAL PLACARDS.

Several Limes already bave we called
attention to the suggestive and immoral
placards that announced, from the city
walls, the arrivai of theatrical coumpanies
Evidently our city authorities are not
able to cope with this nuisance ; it is to
be tegrettel, but yet it does not leave
the respectable citizens without any
recourse. It would seem very easy
to efface these abominations as rapidly
as they are exhibited, but since that
much cannot b obtained we think that
there is another way out of the difficulty,
aiway by which it will bemade impossible
for these sensational troupes to daub out
walls with obscene images, and by which
the ciLy authorities will escape the di-
lemma, that seems te empale them.

These placards. are printed in the
United States, and in order to reach


