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fame, though now the battered shiclds and the

POBTHUMOUB PAPBRS or ISAAC EMERSON.
THE PRINCE OF M-y

I whas eatly in the forenoon of e snitiler’s day,
that I left ‘the anclent city of E—-. ny
road lay firét by the side of a magnificent ri-
ver, by degrees expandinginto an estuary, and
mingling its waters ere long with the ocean.
It was dotted with picturesque islands, dome
green and sthooth, ind some rugged aid rocky,
with the mouldering remnants upon them of|
castle or convent. After journeying a few
miles, T crossed the river by a ferry, and pro-
¢e¢ded through a champaign country, diversi-
fied occasionally with dark heathy hills of no
great height, beneath which lay here agd there
a village or & small country town, Iahe dis-
tante, glimpses were caught frot timd'lo time
of along rang: of lofty blue monntains, in ex-
ploring the scenery of which [ puiposed spenti:
ing the next two or three weeks.

But, though it was July, the day was singud
latly unpropitions tot tourist. The preceding
night had been stormy, and black ¢lettls were
lowering on the hei*hhp we passed, threatening
the return ofrain.  In fact, just as, afler tavels
ing about forty miles, I had reached an amii
nence from which [ expected to see the wholg
mouatain chain stretching at no geeat inferval
before me, the tempest recommenced with so
much fury that I was glad, instend of pausing
to enjoy the splendid prospect, to push on ae

uickly as possible to some place of refuge.
This I found ata tolerable inn in asmall decay-
ed town, seated at the foot of the first lawer
ranga of the mountains; and here T was ab-
solutely foreed by the unabating storm to con-
tinue till the nuxt day. { was afterwards very
glad ofthe delay; for I found in the town and
in its neighbourhood much to interest me,which
otherwise, as it had not beeh my original inten-
. tion to stop there, I should have missed.
Raceiving from mine host the account ofa

" ruined cathedral, and a princely seat tlose st

hiand, T devoted the following motning, which
wis happily Tuir, to the examination of thesé
ohjects. Tfirst proceeded up the Hl-built, ill-
pived street of the town, till inthe centre of it
+I 3tood before the outer gate of the domain of
the prince of M——. It wauea lofty gothi¢
archway, surmounted by the shield of arms
and vther, herafldic Jniignia of the Tamily. On
giving my nameatithe lotye,'I received per-
‘Taigsion to view thé-grounds, and wTorester of’
the prince’s was appointéd to attend me, “We

" first visited the chareh, which stands as it were

in a garden, a little behind the atreet,and near
the banks of a ¢lear brawling stream, A side
Jooradmitted me into- thewchoir, which was fite
ted up in & molern style Tor -present atee,; Jwat
“passing from thie into the navey I found my-
-gell in the midet of & venérable riin. There
ware the massy eslumns and the pointed
.arches that WivBled off the &idles, but the
~roof was entirely destroyed:” thecentsal tove-
€t was evergrown with ivy, and a westera:tow-
er was half Tallen.«=There were fragments of
‘tomhs about; for here reposed-those whose
‘ddecdd had Dbeen .emblazoned .in :the 1olls of

e

- half defaced inecription were their only memo-

rial.  The whole building was & imposing
thagnitude, for it Had ohce heen a cathedral ;
and prelates khotvn in ecclesiastical and civil
tilitory had figre had their scat.  But in the
wars of religion it had been torn to picces ;
and now, with the exception of the small part
kept in use, it served but as an ornnmental ruin
to the domain of the great feudal chief on
whose property it stood,

Issuing ffom the grove in which the cathe-
dral was embosomed, I traversed, conducted
by my guide, nruch beautiful ecenery. Some-
times we ascended craggy rocks; sumetimes
we were deep in the recesres of a pine forest
which stretched away many miles in different
directions. Now tve were heside u river, hroad,
calm, and smvoth, and glassy ; next we came
upon the eame stream confined in a narrow
channel, and boiling with impetuosity as it
forced ita headloiig way. Here on an elevated
platform wogazed on mountains whonc heads
wete veiled -in .clouds, cortipped with snow ;
there we looked out wipon & rich expanse of
champaign country. My attendant, who was
an old retainer of the house, assured me that
hearly all I saw belonged to hig lord, And,
as he was well acquainted with locdl history
and traditions of the neighbourhood, in all of
whieh the ancestors of the prince of M—
hore a Icading part,’he had perpetunlly some
anecdote of interest to tell. Different spots
that we visited had each its appropriute legend.
In one place, just beneath where a spiry rock,
crowned withfirs, shot upwarda to the eky, an
ancient eovereign of the country was fond of

cing himeelf to deatroythe -deer which his

untera drove by him through-the hollows.
In another not far off, another monnrch had
nearly perished from the assault ofan infuriated

stag.

'Ft struck me as remarkable that the forester
wmatle no mention;in all his tales and anecdotos,
ol*the present prince. I once or twice asked
tome questions relating to him, for I was quite
#morant of his <condition, hut the retuiner
returned an evasive answer, and immediately
spoke of some other topic. This, T must
fairly own,-a7little whetted my curiosity. ; and
I could not help, when surveying the prospects
of highest grandeur, hagarding repentedly a re-
mark upon the fortune of the noble own-
er of such a territory. .My companion replied
not, but his Teatipes assumed always ‘o -pocu-
liar expresion. ‘At last, having for some time
traversed o-winding path among deep planta-
tiong, tthrowgh-which I occasionally caught.a
glimpserof-a torrent-dashing tumulivously over
masses of reck that “impeded "its progress, n
sidden +turn brought me in‘frent ol a kind of|
grotto. It stood in & smill open space, sur-,
rounded by theticessand.was twilt ina rustic
style. I aflvanced to the door, - wihich was
lopened by the _forester, and I found mysolfin

ont of tolerable wize, sthe-wills cof
whieh were ornamented-with pictures. While'
€ vean contemplating one oftthese, it sutdeny

1y alippedl adide,-and I saw in ite-stead a splen«
J‘;.d. cataract foaming before: mesand- multiplied

on all sides by the mirrors placed round and
above a larger hall, intosvhich I passed through
the opening thus unexpectedly ‘made for e,
The end of this hange quite over the gull into
which the river precipitates Hgelf, ard frem it
1 could see, a litde below,:a bridge of a sirgle
arch, thrown pictuserquely across the stream,
while all around rose hilla of graceful ouline
covered with pine woads, and far awav,
through an opemng between two, roared the
snowy peaks of the more distant mountains.
1 stayed long viewing the neble scenery,
and-enjoying the thoughts which it ruggested.
Wt wana placo to mixe iny, a place to forget
the world in,  The forester observed my grati-
fication, and said— This is where my he-
noured lord in happier days used to love tn
comes He ofien I)renkﬁuateti here, and epentthe
morning with his books in this hermitage.
Those were pleasant times ; hut you, sir, have
more enjoyment of these woois and this place
than.he has. ?  « What then,” 1 ashed, «is
the renson, my friend? For I bave obscrved
that hitherto you have corcfully avoided any
silusion to the !)rincc. Hus any misfortune hap-
pened to him 1” ‘

“ Follow me, sir,”” soid the wan, “ and
you sigll see.”

- I foflowed round a low hill, and suon per-
ccived that hé wase bringing me neur to the
point wheae I had entered the domain. We
shortly came toa flat space, whiere a new
building beautifully situated scemed 1o Le .
erecting. It was of lorge extent. Large
qnantities of the finest hewn stone were lying
about ready for use. "The palace, for such it
promised to be, was not far advanced :in
some parts the walls wero huta few foet
above the_ground, but other portions had riccn
higher ; and it was easy to believe that when
completed it would be a most magnificent
structure. But I saw no workmen engoged
wpon it: no noise of business was heard.

here were all the. materiale ; there were tl.c
builders’ huts and offices; but there war no
builder near, and an air of desolation scein-
ed to reign over the whole, an 1 perceived a
kind of covering, of slate, uponghcunfinished
walls, 88 if 10 show that the Luilding was 1t
soon to be resumed.

“ You are surprised, sir,” soid the forester,
¢ [ gee,-and cannot understand theaneaning of
this.—This palace wes begun by.my late lord,
the Inet prince, who pulled down -the -ancient
castle ; and it was advanced as you-see when
he died. His death, sir, stopped theeworks at
once ; for my present lord—may#Ged restore
him'!”-and here the tears trickled down hie
weather-beoten cheeks—¢¢, my present Jord
is far away, and I fear he never will return.
He has been many years in eenfinemment, for
he,-sir, is ineane.” :

It wza even g0, “The heirofa lomg'line gf
nobles, the feuds] chief, beloved of his vassals,
possessed of vast estates, whose family had
once been a sovereign houre—he-was -an in-
-eorabledunatic. .Never- with such eéffloct did
the striking language of the scripture fiash:op-
onmy mind as at that moment: ¢ The voice

said, Cry. - And he said, what shalld.cry?
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