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The Life of WitivaM ALexaNDeR, afterwards Earl STire
LINE, . the firt Proprietor of this PFovince, including an- ac=.
“count of the Knights Baronets of Nova- Scotm

[From the firft volume: of the B1oGRAPRIA BR!TA\\ICA ]

A LEXANDER (WILLIAM) an emi-
nent nobleman, flatefiman, and poet of
Scotland, in-thareigns of King James, and
King Charles L Lis rname is faid by
the bittortans of his own country to have’
Eucy tilien trom the proper pame of his
preddées for, Alexander AMacdonald; who
holding, under the family of Argyle, the
lands of Mendirie, thi~ became the place
el hi» refidence.  Andrew Alexunder, “in
the reign of james V. is obferved to be
the firft who i3 mentioned in the records
of zcotlund. e, by Catharine Graham
his wite, bad Alexander hi- fon and heir
who obtained a grant from Archibald,
mailer of Argyle, of the (aid lands of Men.
fine, to himfelf and tlizabeth Jouzlas his
wifepan Jife- -rent, andto andrew Alexander
his fon, 10 fee ; which was ratified under
the grear feal in
fuccedor, was this William -Alexander. s—
Hc wuas born in-153¢, 25 we compute from _
an ml’unpuon quoted towards the end of -
of this narrtive.
a promifing youtly, that the beam. of thele.
Lrignt endowmeonti of natyre, w hichthone
aut and yilded his dawning years, made

his iricnds deirons of pproving them to

the hright of excellence, by a liberal edu-
“eation ;- and fo much was he dittinguithed
for both, that they recommended Rism, in

the qu.:hty of atutor, or.rather companion -
to dhe tarl of \rn-)ll. in lustraveli. Atuwer,
foine time fpent in foreign puls, he re-
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turned to Sco: land and betook hxmfclf a-
while, it feems, to ruml retirement. ‘Thers

. hi: fnifhed his poetical compluint, of "the-
unfuccefsful addrefs he had made o’ his
firt miftrefs; which he entitled Anrora.,
For he had, befors he went abroad, and’
" three Jufires were expired, as he cxpreﬂ'cs
it himfelf,)h or wa, fifteen years of age,
feen l‘u'nc rare beauty, who had fmitten
him fo deeply, that neither the diverfion of
travel, nor the fight of fo many fair fo+
reigners, as he calls the river { oir to wit—
nefs he had there met with, could remove.
his_affeticn,  Wherefore now, after- his ‘
return, this courtthip.was revived, and he
wrote above .xrrlu.ndrcd fonnc.ts,wc upon
ity tilkanatrimony™-difpoting of her to -
nother pzrfon, he alfo had recourfe to the
fane, as a remedy to wean his paflion for
the former objeét. For he tells us, that:
the lady fo unrelenting tohim, had magched
her morning to ong in the cvening of his
age: ‘That bimfi I thould now change the
myrtle. -iree for the laurel, 2nd the bird of
Venus for that of juno: That he. was at

—latt bound to one, whereby he fhould ef-
cape bondaze lrom all--others i ‘I'hat the’
torch of Hy nen had burned out the darts
of Cupid; and that he had thus fpent the
fpring of his age, which now hxs fummer
muft redsem.  New, Lercfmc,lrwnS thac"
he removed ta the court of 5 mng fames Vi.
and lived there in the capacity only ofa.
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