Cohe N Voyages of Amerigo Vefpucci,
which he appointed Ojeda to procced in the difcovery of the continent,.
and any other country whatfoever; by which the authority of Columbus -
was lellened, who being then at St. Domingo, could not know what ag
lotting again{ him in Spain. They add, that Ojeda took for his frft pi-
?ot Giovanni de la Cofa, a Bifcain, and that Amerigo Vefpucci embarked
in this armament, and likewife went on fhipboard. Hence all the mana- |
gement of this navigation is by them afcribed to Ojeda and to la Cofa; but
of Vefpucci they {pezk only as a mere paflenger, who afterwards ufurped’
2ll the glory of that navigation, and of the difcoveries made by ity on the
other hand, the advocates of Vefpucci give him all the glory of it. The
fame Veipucci, however, to fpeak truth, in his own accounts, {pecaks
of himfelf with great mederation, In the compendious relation of his VOYa-,
ges, treating of the firlk he fays: King Don Férdinand, of Caftile, wifhing.
to fend four fhips, to difcover new lands in the weft, I was appointed by his
Huighnefs to be in the fleet, 1n order to affift in the difcovery; and therefore
in this, as well as the {econd voyage, hc commonly {peaks in - the plural
number; K went, we landed, &c. Avoiding, as it were, being confidered |
as the {olearbiter and direlor of that voyage: only in the letter in which
he particularly delcribes his fecond voyage to Lorenzo di Pier Francefco de’
Medici, it {feems as if he had made himielf the principal conduéter of it:
By commifion of his Highnefs the 'King of Spain, I failed with two caravels |
the xvinth of May, 1499, to proceed in difcovering, €3c.- Butinno place
does he mention- Ojeda, or la ‘Cofa;. as'it is likely that a faithful writer
would have done.-—What are we then to believe in fo great a diverfity of
~accounts? To me it feems probable, ‘that Velpucci, was in the navigation
fimply a paflenger, and only interefted in the armament and traffic; but
that the {kill, in thofe days extraordinary, which he had in aftronomy, as-
~ his own accounts thew us, might render him ufeful to the captain and the
failors; and, confequently, he might rife to much cltecm amongft them,-
What renders it probable to mie, in the firft plage, is, the manner in which |
" Peter Martire,. of Anghicra, {peaks of him, who mentions him not amongft
the difcoverers of America, butasa man verled in aftronomy and cofmogra-
hy, and recites only the voyages made by order of the King of Portugal,
n the fecond place I refleét, that, according to theaccounts of the authors |
of the Hiftory of Voyages, on the authority of Herrera, V efpucci, in the
year 1507, was deflined to refide in Seville, in order to point out the'me- -
thods which fhould be obferved in navigation, and that he had the honou-
rable title of - Firft Pilot, with privilege of calling all pilots whatever to ac-
count, with an annual penfion of {eventy-five thoufznd maravedis (a fmall
coin which correfponds to about feven Venctian pence): titles.and compen-
{ation {ufficient for a man excelling in the {cience of navigation, but too
little for the-merit of one, fuppofed to have Been the commander of a flect,
and difcoverér of the continent of the new world. But the employment
“given to Vefpucci afforded him an opportunity of renderin g his name im-
- ‘mortal, by applying it to the provinces newly difcovered ; as being necel:
farily called to draw the maps for navigation, he marked thefe countries
with his own name, calling them America: and this appelation, being ufed
amongf the failorsand mariniers, became afterwards univerfal. The Spaniards
~ complained afterwards of this impofition of name; but their complaints, fay
- - the abovecited authors of the Hiftory of ¥V oyages, have not prevénted the
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