
Voyages of Amerigo Vefpucci.
which he appointed Ojecla to procced in the difcovery of the continent
and any other country wvhatfoever; by which the authority of Columbus
was lelened, who being then~ at St. Duomingo, could not know what -was

plotting againfl him in Spain. They add, that Ojeda took for his firit pi_
ot Giovanni de la Cofa, a Bifcain, and that Amerigo Vefpucci embarked

in this armament, and likewife went p fhipboarcd. Hence all the· mrana-
gement of this navigation is by then afcribed to Ojeda and to la Cofa; but
of Vefpucci they fpeak orly as a mer6 paffenger, who afterwards ufurpe&
all the glory of that navigation, and of the difcoveries made by it; on the
other hand, the advocates of Vefipucci give him all the glory of it. The
fane Vefpucci, hoývever, to fpeak truth, in his own accounts, fpeaksof himfelf with great moderation. In the compendious relation of hisvoya,
ges, treating of the firt he fays: King Don Fèrdinand, of Caftile, oifhing
tofend fourfhips, to difcover nerw lands in the weJ, I was appointed by hs
fighnefs to be in the ßeet, in order to a/if in the difcovery; and therefore
in this, as well as the fecond vovage, lie commonily fpealss in the plural
number; Wr went, we landed, Cc. Avoiding, as it.were, being confidered
as the fole arbiter and dire&or of that voyage; only in the letter in which
he particularly deferibes his fecond voyage to Lorenzo di Pier Franccfco de'
Medici, it -feems as if he had made hinfelf the principa1 condu&er 'of it
B>y corniion of>his Highnefs the 'King of Spain, 1failed with troo caravels
the xviæth o f May, 1499, to proceed in difcovering, &c.- Butin no place
does he mention Ojeda, or la Cofa ;. as it is likely that a faithful writer
vould have done.-.-What are we then to believe la fo great a diverfity of

-accounts ? To me it feens probable, -that Velucci.vas in the navigation
fimply a paflenger, and only interefted in the armament and traffic; but
that the ikill, irn thofe days extraordinary, which he had in aftronomy, as
his own a.counts fhew us, might ren-der him ufeful to the captain and the
failors; ýand, confequently, he might rife to much clleem amongf tiem.

Vhat renders it probable to me, in the firt place,.is, the manner in which
Peter Martire,. of Anghicra, fpeaks of him, who mentions him not anongit
the difcoverers of America, but as a man verfed in afronomy and cofmogra-
phy, and recites only the voyages made by order of thé King of Portugal.
ln the fecond place I refle, that, according to the accounts of the authors
of the Hiftory cf Voyages, on the authority of Herrera, Vefpucci, in the
year 1507, was deltinéd·to reeide in Seville, in order to point out t-me-
thods which fhould be obferved in navigation, and that he had the honou-
rable titie of Firni Pilot, with privilege of calling all pilots whatever to ac-
count, with an annual penfion of feventy-five thoufand maravedis (aifmall
coin which correfponds to about feven Venetian pence): titles.and cormpen-
fation fufficient for a man excelling in the fcience of navigation, but toolittle for th-merit of one, fuppofed to have b'een the commander of a fleet,
and difcover«r of the continent of the new world. But the employment
given to Vefpucci afforded hin an op portunity of rendering his name lm-

nrmortai, by applying it to the, provinces newly difcovered; as being necef-
farily called to dragv the.:aps for navigation, he marked thefe countries
with his own naie 2 aling thein America: and this appelation, being ulfed
amongit the failorsandimairiers, became afterwards univerfal. The Spaniards
omplai ned afterwrd 'pf this impofition of name; but their compla nis, fay

- fhe abovecitcd authoFs of the HifLory of Voyages, have not prevented the


