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Lords. and Commons, are themfelves gore' ped by laws which werc mDdë
berore they were born. Nay more ; if the miajority of the I ords n Com
mons agree to a bill which a[terwards receives the Royal aflfre, tht b-,il i5
a law, though the minority in both houles might comprehlend threIe hun-
dred and eighty perfons. So that a law to bind the whole Britifh i
night, according ta the principles of our conifitution, be made, even con-
trary to the will of three hundred and cighty nem-;bers of the lcgilhue.c.
Nay further: in the houfe of Commons, forty members, in crdin\ cfes
of leglation, mak.e a houfe, or quorum ; the majoriy i twev-on
viih, deduaed from five hundred and fifty-,eight, the numnber of mrie m-

%bers in that houle, -leaves five hundred and thirty-fèven. So that a bli
might pas the houlf of Commons, if the houle happened ta be verv tin,
contrary ta the will of five hundred and thirtyleven membres of that
houte ; and yet if fuch a bill were afterwards 'ratified by the Lords, aîd
afinted to by the King,it would be a w.-Surely, if we are a fiec peo.
pie, liberty muR1 be fomething, that does not.coifift in our being govem.
cd by laws of our own making.

It is laid, indeed, that every Britifh fubje& has influence in the legli-
turc by means of his reprcfentative frcely chofen, whc, appears and a&s for
him in parliament. But this is not truc. There are lot, in this ifland,
one million of perlons who have a vote in eleaing pariament-men, and vet
in this iiland, there are eight millionsof perfons who muft obey the Lw. And
for their condu6 as law givers, our parliamert men are not anfwerable to their
eleaors, or ta any other perfons whateyer. And it not oftein happens, that in
making laws they are unanimous; yet the minority in both houles inuf obey
the laws that are made again{R their will.-Befides, we arc ail fubjc& to the
law of God, and are free in proportion as we obey it; for his fervice is per-
fea freedom. But who wiil fay that man is the maker of God's law ?-We
fee then, that our liberty does not confift, either in the power of doing what
we pleafe, or in being governed by laws made by ourfelves.

They who are hindered from doing what the law allows, or who have rea-
fon to be afraid of one another everi while they are doing their duty cannIot
bc faid ta enjoy liberty. Where this is the cafe, there mûlt be in the hancl
of certain individuals fome exorbitant power produaive of oppreffion, aind
not fubjea ta law ; or there*muft prevail in the flate a fpirit of licentioul-
nefs which he law cannot controul. No: can men be faid to be fiee, who
are liable to have oppreffive laws im pofed on them, or ta be tried by.tyran.
nical or incompetent judges. In Great-Britain, by a contrivanlcC to c
explained hereafter, our laws are made by men, -whofe interent it is to make
them equitable ; and who, with a very few exceptions of little niomrenti
are themfelves fubjea to the laws they make. in Britain, too; by the in-
ftitution of juries, our judges in al criminal and in many civil caufes, are
our equals; men, who are acquainted with our circumilances, to whole pru-
dence and-probity we have no objeaion, and who are favoqr;bly inclined.
towards us, on account of our being their equals. . In Great Britain, there-
fore, an honeft man has nothing ta fear, either frorn the law, or from
the judge.-Neither can thofe people be accounted free who dare not
complain when they, fuffer injury, or who are ' denied the privilege
of declaring.-their fentiments freely to one ariother, In both thefe refpeas
0;ur frcedom is fecured by the liberty of the prefs; of which I liall fpcak
afterarfs' Fe-


