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Lords, and Commons, are them{elves gover ped by laws which were madé -
before they wereborn, Nay more s if the majority of the L ords arnd Com

mons agree to abill which afterwards receives the Royal affert, that ki) is
a law, though the minority in both houles might comprehend thice

: . . hun-
dred and eighty perfons.  Sothat a law to bind the whole Rritifh naticn
might, according to the principles of our conftitution, be made, even con.

wmrary to the will of three hundred and cighty members of the legiflature oo
Nay further: inthe houfe of Commons, forty members, in ordinan, cafes
of legiflation, mzke a houfe, or quorum ; the majority is t\\rcnl{\"-(me
Avhich, deduéted from five hundred and fiftv-cight, the number of ‘mem.
“bers in that houls, -leaves five hundred and thirty-feven. So thata Lijl
might pafs the houle of Commons, if the houle happened t0 be very this
“contrary to the will of five hundred and thirty. feven membres of that
houle; and yet if {uch a bill were afterwards ratified by the Louds, aud
afiented to by the King, it would be a law.—Surely, if weare a fiee Feo-
ple, liberty mult be fomething, that does not confift in cur being govery.
ed by laws of our own making. -

It is faid, indeed, that every Britifh {ubje has influence in the legifla
tarc by means of his reprefentative freely chofen, who appears and afts for
him in parliament. But this is not true. There are not, in this ifland,
one million of periens who have a vote in ele&ing parliament-men, and yet
in this illand, there are eight millionsof perfons who muft obey the law. And
for their condu€tas law givers, our parliament men are not anfwerable to their
clettors, or toany other perfons whatever. And it not often happens, that in
mzking laws they are unanimous; yet the minority in both houfes muft vbey
the laws that are made againft their will.—Befides, we are all fubjeét to the
law of God, and are free in proportion s we obey ir; for his fervice is per-
Feft freedom, But who will fay that man 1s the maker of God's law P—We
fee then, that our liberty does not confift, either in the zower of doing what
we picale, orin being governed by laws made by ourfelves,

They who are hindered from doing what the law allows, or who have rea-
fon to be afraid of one another even while they are doing their duty canuot
be fuid toenjoy liberty. . Where this is the cale, there muft bein the hands
of certain individuals {ome exorbitant power produétive of opprefiion, and
not fubjeft to law ;. or there'muft prevail in the fiute a (pirit of licentioul-
nefls whichthe law cannot controul. No: can men be {aid to be fice, whoe
are liable to have oppreflive laws impofed on them, or to be tried by .tyran-
pical or incompetent judges. In Great-Britain, by a contrivence to be
explained hereafter, our laws are made by men, whofe intereft it is to make
them equitablé ; and who, with a very few exceptions of little- momenty
are themfelves fubje€t to the laws they make. In Britain, too, by the mn-
fitution of juries, our judges inall criminal and in many- civil caulfcs, are-
our equals; men, who are acquainted with our circumf{tances, to whpic pru<
dence and probity we have no obje&ion, and who “are favouribly. inclined
towards us, on account of our being their equals. . In Great Britain, there-
fore, an honeft man has nothing 1o fear, either from the law, or from
the. judge.—Neither .can thole people be . accounted free who dare not
‘complain  when they fuffer injury, or who arc denied the privilege
of declaring. their {entiments freely to cne another, In both thefe refpeéls-

. our freedom is fgcured by the liberty of the prefs; of which 1 fhall {peak
* afterwirdsy. ' ' ‘ v - 'Fe-
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