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RIDING TO BATTLE.
[FOURTEENTH CENTURY.)

Before the cock began to crow,
We teok our morning meal,

And by the torehes' trembling glow
We rirt oursclves in steel:

While wintry thoughts around ug fell
Like blossom-showers in June,

For weal or woe. we bade farewell
At setting of the moon.

As from the castle court we rade,
And down the villnge street,

The dawning Juy his coming showed,
The larks rase up to greet 3

A swell of sorpow’s spruayless wave,
A sad, forehoding pang,

Marked every stride our chargers gave,
And every weapon’s clang!

But moern grows bright, the scented wind
Folds back neross the hills

The curtains of the mist, untwined
From meadows veined with rills.

Past waid amid churl in sad amaze
We hold our stern advance,

Till sheaves of light with greeting rays
Illumine every lance.

How ull our spivits feel the charm!
Hopes waken one by one ¢

Dead jovs inevery heart rise warm
*Neath wizard touches from the sung

Qurleader turn: with smiling tace
And veils his dowinz erest,

To kiss the sign of lady s grace
That's bound sbout his breast.

No kerchief in my belmet shines,
N ritken sleeve or glove:

I wateh our long-advanecing fines,
Cur banner-fulds above—

Whiite'er may com cannot cave.
I wait without g .

My past it ratedeth full aud fair,
It 1 this day should die!

01.D SUNGS.

In reading over the songs that were sung by
our Engli-b grandfathers, we naturally divide
them inio thiee elasses 1 the ballad, the con-
vival, and the madrigal.  The first still remains
with us, eceupying about the sane position as of
yore : the second class has almost succumbed to
the latter-day temperance wovement, only the
wost incorrigible daring to indulge in anything
Aunacreontic; while the third, otten very silly,
has given way to those meuruful ditties which
inform us of the precise spot in which the re.
mains of the angelic Lilly Dale do rest, or im-
pait to us the anxiety of stme vouug man re.
garding his ¢ mother now.”  As now, soin our
grandfathiers’ thwe, a licely, protiy air would
covera multitade of sins in the peetry it ac-
compabied ; and, if the notes were put {ree and
Jingling, a country boor would not mind confess-
tng—iu language there was not a possibility of
his vuderstanding—the terrible  effects the
glauves of the beauwriful Daphne had produced
upon Lis too sasceptible heart. Especially in
the amative sengs was the language apt to be
excruciatingly flowery ; where to-day we are
satisfied with singlug the praizes of plain Nelly
Grey or Kitty Clyde, then notbing wouid satisfy
sbort ot Chloe, Cyuthin, or Phillis, which seem
to have been the favorites, while at times their
Pegasus would reach a Musidora, Sparabella,
Blandusia, or Manxelinda. We can easily be-
lieve that any yvoung lady who bad survived such
a name as either of these must have been above
the commion, and worthy of all tnbute. Another
feature that rusrred many of the songs of the
past, otherwise gems, wus a coarseness often
reaching the obscene, and which we might ex-
peet of an age in which ** Tom Joues™ aud
* Roderick Rardom " were the most popular of
novels, First in favor among the bailads was
¢ Chevy Chase,”” and wny person who has heard
it sunyg by a fine, manly voice, must ndmit its
popliiarity was not undeserved. ‘¢ Margaret's
Ghost ' was another.  This tells us, in the short
space of seventecn verses, how the ghos: of the
deserted Margaret visited the faithless William
iu the dead of night, and chided him for lus
cruel treatment, and how Wiiliam, the next
worning, stuug by remorse, stretched himself
on Murgaret’s grave:

* And thrice he calted on Marg'ret’s Name,
And thrice he wept full sore;
hen laid his Check to the cold GGrave,
And word ¢pake never more.”

It is in this ballad the words occur—

*“ And Clay-cold waus her Lilly-11and,
That held her sable Shroud.”

This [ helieve to be the only case on record
where a ghost has been known to appear in a
sable shroud, and which collides with all our
preconceived notions of ghostly raiment,

Among the convival songs yet sung, is the one
commencing—

‘' With an honest old Friend, and a mer;

old Song,
And a Flask of old Port let me sit the N

ht fong,”

Another favorite tells us that Diogenes, Her-
aclitus, Copernicug, Aristotle, aud Plato, owed
all their mierits to generous wine. Tobacco was
rot neglected by avy means, and one moralist
wrote, while many sung—

‘ Tobaceo's but an Indiun weed,

Grows green at Noon, cut down at Evo;

It shows wur Decay, we are but Clay,
Think of thig when you emoke Tobuaceo "'—

#n i so on in four more verses it moralizes from
the weed and pipe on the frailty of mun's life,
and his unavoidable destiny. Knowing the re-
gard our grandfathers held  toward their
stomachs, we shall not be surprised to find a
laundation to ““The Roast Beef of Old England,”
which credits this nutritious article of diet with

all the courage and robustness of their ancestors,
at the same time mourning over the degenemey
of the then existing race, which it charges to
French ragout-eating, This same song also in-
forms us that—

** When good Queen Elizabeth sat on the Throne,
Ere Coffee, and Tea, and such Slip-slops were known;
Thoe Weorld was in Tetror if ¢’er she did frown—

Oh. the Roast Beef of O1d England !”

which shows a terrible state of alfairs, and
should eause that mimportant part of the world
Iying outside of the United Kingdom to be very
thankful for the advont of **shp slop ,” which
relieved them from these periodical attacks of
cold terror.

Then, as now, love formed the great theme of
the poet’s song, and we are forced to the con-
clusion that, however unfortunate these poets
may have been in other respects, they were each
and every one of them especially favored in pos-
sessing the handsomest of the feruale sex to love
and cherish, aund further, that *‘handsomest
voung ladies ” were as numerons then as
“ handsomest babies " are now. What is there
in the soit passion that allies it so to poetry !
Men whoe never attempted any thing of the kind,
cither before or after, have been guilty ol metr-
fying the charms of their first love, Fortunately,
a large proportion of such poetry is cast into the
stove when their ** hearts’ treasnre ™ first proves
fickle, followed by old beuyuets, hair-ping, and
other momentos they have surreptitiously be-
come possessed of.  Still sutlicient remains to
prevent our comyplaining of any searcity.  How
wany pair of lips have been compared to cher-
ries, or sets of teeth to strings of pearls; how
many eves have been calied heavenly blue, auil
how many heads of red hair have been entered
as grolden tresses T Oue ancient lover, who seons
to have been in a very bad way, sings :

* Alas! when charming Sylvia's gone,

1 sigh, and think wmyzelf undone:

But when the lovely Nymph is here,

' pleas'd, yet grieve : and hope, yet fear”

Further on, after dying with grief when she
leaves hiwo, he revives ot her return, winle, all
in the same space of time, he sumiles, frecies,
pants, snd burns.  Another uufortunate ex-
claims :

** Enchanted by your Vaice and Fiee,
In pleasing Dreams [ fainting hes

I blead, fair Nymph, T bleed, apace,
And, obi ! 1 languish ! ol b Dddie !

According to awnother authority, if he bleed
long encugh he will probably recover, for he
tells us—

* Love's Distemper that comes with bigh Feeding,
Andis cur'd.like s Fever,by Emptying und Bleeding.

Treatment has changed since then, and we now
treat both love and fevers by whiskey-punch
and brandy-straights.

The following Jainty dish, prepared for the
bright Selinda, contaius con~tlerabie salt as well
as 8 most generous amount of sugar :

* As near a fountain's fowery side
The bright Sclindx lay, .
Her Lroks increns’d the Summer’s Pride,
Her Eyes the Blaze of Day.
“ The Roses blush’d with decper red,
To see themselves vatdone :
The Litlies shrunk into their Beds,
To find this fairer one.””
A hee—

* Drawn by the Fragrance of her Breath,
sy Ligpe he found,

Where be in Transports met bis Death,

And dropt upen the Grounsd.””

Which bee, we are assured, is envied by kings,
who would gladly leave their royal state to enjuy
such a death.

These poetical otferings to their aflinities, if
they had atlinities in those days, usually ceased
immediately upon masriage, those otfered after.
ward being as a rule not Hattering.,  Thua:
*“Onee in our Lives, let us drink to our Wives,

Tho' their numbers be but small:

Heuven take the best,nud the Devil take the rest,

And so we shall get rid of them all”

Another, after reminding the gods how thank-
fal be had been when they gave him a wife to
be the comfort of his life, coutinues :

* Batif your Providence divine
Far greater Bliss desizn her,

To obey your Will at any Time
I am ready to resign her.”

Here is a little feminine strategy, not yet ob.
solete, according to the best judges.  After stat-
ing that yoang damsels, like archets and fid-
dlers, should have two strings to their bow in
the shape of two lovers, she sings :

* Omne fypark for our Sport we may jilt and set by,
And t'other, poor Soul! we may marry.”

Here is the girl of the past period, and the
description proves that our grandruothers were
very like our sisters indeed :

“Bellinda’s pretty, pretty, pleasing Forin

Dises my happy Fancy charm: .

Her Prittle-prattle, Tittle-tattle’s all eugaging,

Her prinking, nimping, trinking, pinking’s all trans-
poruug,

How like an Angel she pouting lies 1"

We hope this contains more poetry than truth.

Forming an important icature in the comic
songs of to-day, are the Negro, [rish, and Yan.
kee melodies, OFf the first and lust of these our
randfathers were entirely wanting, while they
ad but few of the second in comparison with
ourselves. In looking over the songs of the past
we are qoickly struck with this absence, and it
leaves the impression on the mind of & searcity
of comic songs, which is really the case. Several
of their comic songs possessed sufficient merit in
either music or words, or both, to have lived, and

are quite generally known and sung at the pre.
sent day. ‘“ Sally in our Alley,” ‘Happy

. . T . L4
Dick,” with a whole family of ** Derry Downs,’
are among these, not to forget side-splitting
¢ Lillibulero,” .

They were not altogether wanting in dialectic
songs, the most admired of which were the
Scotch and Welsh. A quite favorite Seotch
comic song, to those with suflicient lingualistic
powers to master it, was “ Let us a’ to the
Bridal,” which deseribes the great goings on at
the wedding of Jockie to Maggie, a list of the
company present, and the Wil of fure of the
feast, Let us first glance at the goodies :

* And thore will be Fadges and Brachen,
With furth of good Cabbocks of Skate,

Powsowdy, nnd Drammock, and Crowdy,
Andealler howt-feetin a Plate ;|

And there will be Partans and Buckies,
And Whytens and Speldings enew,

With stnged Sheeps-heads and a Haggies,
And Scadlips to sap titl you gpew.”’

These are a few only of the wonderful dishes
that were prepared, but when we consider the
company that was to be present we lose all fear
of the Jishes uot being eaten and properly di-
gusted.  For among the guests the four follow-
ing came in compuny, aud form a good repre-
seutation of the entire pariy @

* And there will be Juden Macklawrie,
Aund blinken daft Barbara Mackle
Wi flae-lugeed, sharney-fae't Law
And Shangy -mon'd halucket Moy

»
.

Welsh-Euglish i« almost irresistibly fuuuy.
Asa spectimen we furnish o verse or two of that
most famous song ¢ Of uoble ruce was Shinken.”

Of nobie race wasShinken,

Of the line of Owen Twlor,

Bat hur renown is fled und gone,

Stuee eruel tuve pursa’d hur
Here is what “har ™ was before ¢ * cruel love
pursu'd hur:"

* Hur was the prettiest fellow

At foot-hall or at ericket.

At huntine, chuce, or prison-bnse,

Cotsplut hew hur could kick it
But after teing wounded bevoud all cure by the
fatal darts shooting from Winny's eyes

* Hur heart so akes, ur quite forsakes
Hur herrings and hur levks too,”

and—
I love’s sore smart one week more,
Adieu eream-chevse and Flummery.!
It is almost ueedless to add that the last

thing « Welshwan gives up, previously to giv-
iug up the ghost, is thamuiery.

ECHOES FROM FARIS.

Paris, Oct, 13,

M. by Lesseprs has aceepted the invitation to
attend the Lord Mayor's banquet, aud it ts ex-
peeted that he will sake an importaut state.
ment ou the Suez Canal Question. [t is not a
business assemblage of poiitical subjects, and
uattonal interests mauy be dwelt witnd- M. de
Legsseps would sinpiy silude to the Canal in his
own cumuercial interest.

THE marriage of Prince George Radzwill with
Miille. Bramicka has sttracted a very large eircle
of ihe French and toreigu aristocracy to Paris,
A grand dinner was given after the cereony,
atd 1n the evening there wius a coneert, given
by the Prince and Princess Constantine lludz-
will at their hotel 1n the Avenue de la Tour
Maubourg.

A so called American duel has just been con-
cluded between two ladies at Grosswardea, in
Hungary. A married actress who has atlemptod
suichle in that city, wrate a letter saying tha:
she had entered into an Awmerican duel voncern-
ing her hustand with a lady in Vienna, and had
drawn the futal lot.  The married actress, how-
ever, is still alive, though her condition is re-
ported to be hopetess.

Tue colors most fashionable at the present
mowent are grey in every shade, which carries
ofl' the palm, then brick red, lic de vin, moss
green, myitle and navy blue.  Satin duchesse
in every tint, with large spots or raiied velvet
tlowers, will be worn tor dress occasions ; woollen
stully, with squares of plush, cashmeres with
chenille flowers, and reps with tapestry designs
will muke pretty costumes de vilte.

Tuw greater part of the French female disci-
ples ot Saint Hubert tollow the sport of shooting
ta & shiuple short costume and bigh boots, but
some have adopted for the purpose a special at-
tire which deserves suceess, {1 iy composed of n
blouse & la Jiusse in Fuglish waterpioof serge.
drawn in at the waist by a leather belt, studded
with Egyptian plagques. Wide zouave trousers
o the same staff tucked into doeskin leggings
complete this stylish costume. A great variety
is permitted in these dresses to suit all tastes
and fancies, They can be made with casaques
and leggings, with calf prdding when necessary
to any dimensions, in either green or garnet
velvet, with a short tartan poplin skirt, like a
Highlander's kilt, and a cap to match with or-
uament of old silver,

A New style in jewelery has sprung up
amongst the fashionable world of Paris.  After

having exhausted the whole scale of the animal

world as ornaments ty enhance the charms of the
aristocratic lady in the shape of birds, beasts,
and fishes to adorn the hats and bonnets for the
promenade, aud heheld these gradually dimin-
ish from the life-gize erowing cock and pheasant
to the wren sitting on her nest snd the field
mouse peeping from her tiny abode on the top
of the cornstalk, fashion ordains that the
brooches and ear-rings worn in full dress should
suddenly assume the most gigantic proportions.
Une of the most popular ornaments iy now the
elephant which, of disproportionate dimensions,
is used to clasp the new Dominiean cloaks, to
finish the corsuge in evening dress, to clasp the
zone of beauty, or dangle from her ears. The
ugly ornament is to be scen in every variety of
material, and flourishes on vvery ocension.

The Freneh women have of late beconie ex-
ceedingly muscular. We baso the vemark neither
upon  oculir demonstration nor the ordeal of
toueh, but upon reports of their doings in fine-
ing, rowing, boxing, steeplechase.riding, shoot-
ing, lawn-tenuis playing, &e. They are also
Latterly determined pedestrians, but for each of
these pursuits the French lady wust ook the
thing to be done, and have her distinguislung
and distingué costume.  Henee we hear of a very
original wulking dress in thick brown woollen
statl, trimwmed  with  parti-enlored bands, a
pleated skirt, three square puuucls placed one
abiove the other, w tight jacket forming a fourth
pavnel, a garnet velvet waisteoat and appliqies
and frogs in parti-colored passementenie. The
dress is not eat low bat cut high, so that the
wash-leather pants and Blacher boots, beauti-
fully laced up the calf, may be fully seen.

VARIETIES.

Mu. pe Lessres has had? o panoramn of the
Isthmus of Panama construeted, which, it will
be nnderstood, includes his canal, and has in-
vited interviewers to inspeaet it.

e Munivipal Couneil of Paris have voted
forty-vight thousand pouyds for the purchase of
the site and remains of the old BEowan areua in
L Monge, which it is propesed to convertinto
a public garden.

Tue jwmense collection of documents pre-
served in the arcinves of the Indies at Seville,
are now being areanged wnd classified. A Gist
bas Leen found of the names of all the compa-
nions of Columbus in his first voyage, exeept
two s and much new Hght has beew threwn on
the relations between Colunbas and the brothers
Pivzon.

-—At the Library Congress lately held at
Liverpool,—most appropriately, for nowhere is
a free hibrary wore thorsughly appreciated, —
Mr. Jehn Lovell, an eminent newspaper man,
read & paper on “The Funetions and Operations
of the Free Litrary System,”™ in which he said
that the At for Englapd was passed in 1850, In
1853, the Irish wnd Seoteh Acts were passed. All
three Acts were amended in 185450 Yet by
1871 no fewer than thirty-six comruunities havs
ing an aguregale population of 3,525,074 had
established free hibvaries. 1o Bradford, the
library, though founded, was not opened. From
the others, the records were incomplete. The
remaiviug thirty-two Libraries contained 613,110
volurues, and in a single yoar had supplied bouks
to 3,802 443 renders, I other word., the an.
nual isstes were over one per head for the whole
population coverrd by the system.  lInstead of
thirty six, there were now oue humdred and
thirteen vommunities which po-cessmd free lib.
rartes.  The apgregite population of these com-
munities was 7,710,757 Strikiog ont the places
from which retuvus were incotuplete or frow
which there were no returns at all, the vuwber
of communities was reduced to seventy-nine,
with an agregate population of 3,755,615. 'l'h:'su
wsventy-nine possessed among them 3,344,738
volumes, and their anoual iasites ran up to
9,024,083, so that since 1871 the population
covered by the free library sysiem had more
than doubled ; the books contuinen in a little
under two-thirds of the libraries bad been quad-
ruplesl,  The iscues pave ueatly two per head
of the population, instead of shightly over one.
It would be interesting to learnn from the ex-
perience of every individual reader in what way
and to what extent his miod and his life had
heen atfeeted by the books which the free library
system placed wt bis dispowal.  No doult, the
Hterature most in demand was fiction,  He had
a little table in which he had appended to twelve
fairly represintative towns the percentage which
the issue of novels bors to the gross issue of
books of all other kinds. The lowest gave ﬁf}y-
six, the highest seventy.seven per cent. 'The
largest town mnd the smallest manufacturivg,
agricultural, cathedral and university towns had
all been drawn into the net of the Free Libra-
ries Act.  Acts liko these showed thz}t the free
library system had already met a universal and
public want,

JCOH BILLINGS HTEARD FROM.
Nawront, R.1., Aug. 11, 1880,

Dear Bitters -1 am here trying to breathe in
all the salt air of the ocean, and having been a
sufferer for wmore than a year with a refraclory
liver, 1 was induced to mix Hop Bitters with the
sea gale, and have found the tineture a glorions
rosult, * . * have been greatly
helped by the Bitters, and am not afraid to say
8o, yours without a struggle,

JOSH BILLINGS




