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MEN OPf THE HOUR.
PRESIDENT ARTHR.

Ohostor Allan Arthur, the nov President of
the. United States, is a native of Vermont. He
was born la Franklin County, in tint State, in
1880, snd graduated with hi gh honora at Union
College in 1848. Ris father was a Baptist
clergyman, and came to the United Statos fromn
the. County of Àntrim, Ireland, when oniy
oighten years of age. After General Artiiur's
oisillon to the Vice-Presidency an attempt vas
inado to àhovhthat he had beon bora in Cand
and wan consequontly, ieligible ta bis high
office. Â large mass of evidence waa produced
upon eitiier side. but it waa conclusively proved
liat Mfr. Arthur vas born in Vermont. It ap.
pemr liat in the. old family bible tho record of
l1 Pfid4S Vt' birth reads : 41Chester Allan
ÀMlur, born la Fairfleld, Franklin County, VI. j
Oct. 5, 1880." Il bas also boon shown that
Geog"r Arthur vas named. after Dr. Chester
AbolI, Who vas ai the titu of tiie Presldet's

thel knihÂtluÉ fatdily dctor st Fairfleld.
"uy of the. old inhabitantà of that oul-of-tho-
a place veto -nder the. iznpteso htt
Ftaadent' seÉcond name la Abeli, not A11an, but

it appearéd upon further iuvestigation that

Aller,Îi cn f the. names of hi. paternal
Àflor leaving Unîin College Àon rhur

dotermined tg adbpt he 1 àea profossion. Ho
lmiato&ly began ho studytwIs; but his noces-;
sities compolle4 m to earn money, andi ho ici;
optod tho position of principal of an aeadei
la-his native Blae. In 1858 ho came to, New
York and entered the, law office of B. D. Culvor
as a studênt. Ho vas adruitod to the bar in the
sano year and thenceforvard followed the pro.
fussion with markod succeas. In the. early part
of bis business corser ho became attorney for the
Otate cf Nov York in a suit involving the righit
of a Virginian slavo-owner ta bring eight cf his
slaves ta, Now York for resbipment ta Texs.
On the petition cf a free colored man, Judge
Bhijah Paine, cf the. Superior Court cf this cihy,
gave the slaves tiieir fr.edom. Tii. case was taken
ta the. higiier Courts, sud th. Legiaaureocf

iriia aasignod eminent counsel ta conduct
the. 1pe. Cheoster A. Arthur vas thereupon
authorlMd toapposr la the. matter as attorney

fo ii tate of Now York, and the decision cf
Judgs Pain. vas sustained by thé. Suprême
Court and finally affirmed by the. Court of Ap-
peal. This historical cam prevonhed slave.
holders frors thtemptiug thereafter ta, use Now
'Yo1m as a msrt for the tranafer cftoi

"ehattels." Scon after this docision haed. been
rmhed a respectable colored voman, vho
auP«ielodsd a Sunday sciiool, vhile on her
Way homo fromn her duties, was forcibly e4ected
boas a Pourth Avenue car afler iiaving peai ber
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fare. Mr. Arthur, then in partnership with
Culver & Parker, took up her case and reccvered
fi,. hundred dollars damagês from the railroad
company. This decision put a stop to the ex-
clusion of colored people from the street eaus and
vas tho occasion of much rejoicing among the,
colored population of the city.

Mr. Arthur took an active part in polities in
1856. Ho vas a Henry Clay Whig and vas
prominent for so young a man in the. formation
of the Republican party. He vas olectod a
delegate to the Saratoga Convention in 1856
and there came i contact with ex-Governor
Edwin D. Morgan, who vas impressed with bie
officiency as a politician. A warmu friendship
sprang up between the tva mon and hias con-
tinued undistunbed tothe. present moment.
Morgan boing olected Govornor for the second
termi in 1860, h.e tondered Arthur the position
of Engineer in Chief on Mas staff, and the offer
vas accopted. When the var of the Rebellion
broke out, Genoral Arthur vas stiUl filling that
oiffice, and ho vas at once detailed to performi the
dutios of Quartermaster-General .Hia vigor,
industry and executive ability were valuable in
tho diffcult work of quartoring, sustaiuing
equiping and transpoi ting th. New York quota
of lh. pUnion army. The magnitudo of the taak
cannot at this time b.eaauily conceived. War
was a novelty then ; the. details of prepararion
vust mysteries to every civilian, and there bau
but bcant time for thought, hesitation or experi-
ment. A steru reality stared the nation in tho
face, and il required extraordinary nerve,
steadin.u and energy to meet tho omergency.
It is now veIl known that, in tho Herculean
labor of ouddenlv sending forward our own
troopa, and, at thie samne time, quartoring and
suatainiuig the. troopa of other States passing
through New York, not a dollar was misappro.
priated or waet.d, and to the honor of General
Arthur it may b. stated that hi. accounts voro
audited and allowed by the United Statos Gov-
ornment without the. altoration of a single
figure. In ah hie transactions during a muaon
of lai morality, extravagance and tomptation,
viion contractors were doing their beot ta cor-
rapt ail public officiais, Genoral Arthur's ster-
lingintegrity csrried him through without the
slZ test shadov of suspicion Foting upon hi&
honor. Ho performed at once the duties of
Adjutant-General, En 'neer-in-Ohief, Quarter-
master-General and Inspector- General of the
State, snd his personal courage vas instrument-
alinl putting a speedy stop to the insubordina-
tion manifested by Billy Wilson's rogimont,
Ellavorth's Zouaves and other bodiesa vilin] l
thi city. His efforts were not relazed until the
close of the war and tho suppression of the ro-
bollion.

After the. reestablisiiment of peace, Genoral
Arthur again asaociated iiimself actively villi
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